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3.0 VISION STATEMENT 

The Village is a unique community.  Its rich coal mining history is visible everywhere—from the heritage 

homes in the historic core, to the abandoned mine sites scattered throughout the surrounding forests.   

The people of Cumberland are passionate about their Village.  They are here because this Village offers 

an unmatched quality of life.  They envision that Cumberland will continue to be a community vibrating 

with activity.  Surrounded by living forests, the Village is a mecca for outdoor recreation, with 

opportunities for anyone who wants to immerse themselves in nature.  Protected by living natural 

corridors, the wetlands, forested areas, lakes and streams attract a diversity of wildlife and the network 

of walking and biking paths attracts visitors from all over the world.   

People choose to live in Cumberland for its small town friendliness and values.  The core of Cumberland 

retains its historic look and feel.  Small shops and businesses offer respite from the sameness of 

shopping malls and cookie cutter commercial establishments found elsewhere.  People of all ages and 

backgrounds greet each other on the streets.  They come here for opportunity, to be part of a vibrant 

community that values diversity, creativity and hard work.   

The Village is growing.  As it grows, it will embrace the best land use practices to ensure that it is a 

livable community.  Housing will be available for all income levels.  Walkability, greenways, bikeways, 

opportunities for urban farming and public spaces will all contribute to continuing to make Cumberland 

a great place to live.   

The Village of the future is well-managed in a sustainable and orderly fashion with full public 

participation, and a thriving, resilient and diversified economy based on tourism and other industries 

and businesses that are compatible with community values.  Citizens recognize that residential growth 

must be balanced by revenues from successful businesses with the objective of making jobs available for 

Cumberland residents. 

Subsequently the vision for the Village will be built upon the following priorities:  

 Improvement and expansion of infrastructure to accommodate measured growth.   

 Attainable housing. 

 Village Centre rejuvenation. 

 Promotion of the Village for local and regional businesses. 

 Recreation and tourism. 

 A healthy, active and engaged citizenry of all ages and walks of life. 

 Accountability and transparency. 

 Protection and enhancement of natural features and functions. 

These priorities will be reinforced with collective and passionate environmental stewardship and closer 

ties to the region.   
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3.1  THE VILLAGE OF CUMBERLAND IN 2030 

Our community has successfully developed and nurtured key assets and features of the area to retain 

residents and attract visitors alike.  We have achieved this by strengthening the community with enough 

land for businesses, agriculture, parks, environmental areas, community amenities, and housing.   

The Village provides a range of resource efficient products, foods and services to the local community, 

and the region.  In support, infrastructure, economic development, and social well-being have been 

strategically improved to ensure that the quality of life and place is not compromised while achieving 

managed growth. 

3.2  THE VILLAGE SETTING 

Our commitment to preserving the natural surroundings of forests and wetlands, has meant that we 

have preserved and remediated the surroundings to ensure that our Village will continue to offer 

outdoor recreational opportunities for all as well as demonstrate a community wide stewardship of the 

land.  We will continue to be stewards of the air and water, and work to maintain excellent air quality 

and clean water for residents and visitors alike. 

3.3  THE VILLAGE CENTRE 

The historic Village centre continues to be the vibrant focal point and heart of the community with an 

enviable mix of historic, commercial, residential, civic, and cultural activities in a natural forested 

setting.  This core maintains a human scale with safe, well maintained, pedestrian, bicycle, and 

transit-oriented development.  Many residents and visitors come to enjoy our parks, festivals, open 

markets, and community events.   

3.4  A RESILIENT AND HEALTHY COMMUNITY  

Our Village has continued to grow in population, attracting younger and older generations who embrace 

our values and sense of future.  They live in a community that provides appropriate density, 

accessibility, affordability, healthy lifestyles, and access to locally produced food.  This is enabled by a 

balanced and sustainable mixture of uses supported by a vital local economy that responsibly capitalizes 

upon the potential for eco-tourism, arts and culture, innovative commerce and industries.   

With our proximity to Mount Washington and Strathcona Provincial Park, the local economy is bolstered 

by a daily influx of outdoor sports enthusiasts, who choose the Village as a way-station both to and from 

their activities on the mountain.  To support this, our many kilometres of trails have been well 

connected to the surrounding region.  From Cumberland’s historic Village Core, trails will take hikers, 

bikers, and birders alike around the Village and beyond.  The unique opportunities afforded by historical 

industrial mining artifacts and the heritage character of the historic Village add a strong cultural 

dimension to ecotourism interest and viability. 
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The community continues to build upon its rich artistic and cultural activities by significantly 

contributing to the local and regional arts scene, complemented by both the graphic and performing 

arts—music and theatre—reflecting the vibrant artist community that makes its home in the Village. 

Environmentally-friendly and innovative industries such as renewable energy, information, medical and 

farming technology ventures, that give back to the environment, society, and economy in a sustainable 

manner are encouraged and welcomed.   

The Village continues to improve the already excellent police and fire protection.  We continue to 

address and maintain dependable water and sewer service, and public facilities.  Emergency 

preparedness for natural or manmade disasters is a high priority.  We work closely with other 

jurisdictions on regional issues that affect our community. 

3.5  AN ENGAGED COMMUNITY  

We continue to embrace and celebrate our working class roots and civic pride.  Trust and transparency 

is a priority for Council.  Citizens are asked to be engaged in their community through meaningful and 

active participation. 

3.6  FIRST NATIONS 

We continue to respect and honour our commitments, open relationship, and collaboration with all 

local and regional First Nations’ communities.  We will strive to identify opportunities that will benefit all 

peoples, as well our land, air, and water.  We recognize that the Village is within the Traditional Territory 

of the K’ómoks First Nation: the people of this Nation have been sustained by the lands and waters since 

time immemorial and shall continue to live on these lands forever.  K’ómoks First Nation are 

Kwakwaka’wakw and Northern Coast Salish people who assert their heritage, history, and culture within 

this Traditional Territory through their language, spiritual practices, and everyday lives. 

4.0 GOALS  

A set of goals has been established to describe the Village’s aspirations in support of the community’s 

vision.  A goal is an overarching principle that guides decision making.  Objectives tied to these goals— 

which are found in Part C, Section 5 of the Plan—are specific, measurable steps that can be taken to 

meet the goals outlined below.  These goals and the following objectives inform the policy direction 

headings in Part C of the Plan.  The framework of these policies is intended to guide future decisions on 

land use and development.  The following goals continue to be important to the community as 

determined through the OCP review and public engagement process.   

Goal 1–Future Land Use  

The Village will contain areas with a wide range of land uses that provide for the employment, service, 

recreational, industrial, retail, and housing needs of Cumberland’s existing and future population. 
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Goal 2–Growth Management 

The Village will follow Smart Growth principles9 by directing growth and development in and around the 

Village Centre, and areas already serviced by existing infrastructure.  Encourage complete communities, 

infill, mixed use, and more compact built form that is applied to the Village as a whole. 

Goal 3–Heritage Preservation 

The Village will protect the heritage resources and heritage values of the community. 

Goal 4–General Municipal Infrastructure  

The Village will provide effective, appropriate, and efficient infrastructure for existing and future 

development.   

Goal 5–Transportation 

The Village will provide a cost-effective, safe, and efficient road network through development of a 

network of vehicle, transit, bicycle, and pedestrian routes that keep pace with development. 

Goal 6–Economic Development 

The Village will develop a robust local economy by capitalizing on the natural environment and 

promoting a greater diversification within the local economy, including environmentally-friendly 

innovative industry technologies, federally licensed medical marijuana production facilities, live/work 

units, and continue to allow home based businesses. 

Goal 7–Tourism 

The Village will become a year round destination of choice providing tourism experience based on 

community strengths primarily focused on: 

 Ecotourism 

 Cycling Culture 

 Adventure Tourism 

 Arts 

 Heritage and Cultural Assets 

Goal 8–Local Food Production 

The Village will encourage a secure supply of affordable, healthy and locally, or regionally, produced 

food for all residents. 

                                                           
9
 Creating Healthy Communities Tools and Actions to Foster Environments for Healthy Living, Smart Growth BC, 2009 
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Goal 9–Environmental Preservation 

The Village will protect, preserve, and enhance the many environmentally significant features, while 

preserving the associated recreation opportunities. 

Goal 10–Views and Landscape Character 

The Village will protect and celebrate Cumberland’s visual values as intrinsic to the community’s sense 

of place and economic development. 

Goal 11–Climate Change and Adaptability 

The Village will take on a leadership role for the region with respect to sustainability and climate change 

and will increase the adaptive capacity of the Village. 

Goal 12–Wildfire Urban Interface Areas 

The Village will aim to reduce risks to life and property in wildfire interface areas. 

Goal 13–Recreation, Leisure and Parks 

The Village will continue to provide diverse indoor and outdoor recreation and leisure opportunities that 

respect the natural environment, enhance physical and community well-being and facilitate a 

connection with nature.  The Village will protect biodiversity, ecosystems and ecosystem services 

through an interconnected parks, open space, and recreational corridor network.   

Goal 14–Community Well Being 

The Village will encourage residents to live healthy, active lifestyles no matter their stage of life. 

Goal 15–Community Engagement 

The Village will encourage opportunities for residents, stakeholders, and First Nation communities to 

actively participate in community planning and decision making.   
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