
 

Corporation of the  
Village of Cumberland 

 
      Council Meeting:  July 25, 2011  

      
REPORT 

 
TO:  COUNCIL 
 
FROM: ROGER KISHI, CHAIR 
  LWMP PUBLIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
DATE:  July 22, 2011 
 
RE:  RECOMMENDATIONS RE LWMP STAGE 2 REPORT – PREFERRED OPTION 

 
PURPOSE 
The purpose of this report is to provide recommendations from the Public Advisory Committee 
(PAC) to Council, as the Steering Committee under the Liquid Waste Management Plan (LWMP) 
relating to the preferred option for Cumberland’s long-term sewage treatment and disposal. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The PAC has held several joint meetings with the Technical Advisory Committee to review the 
revised draft Stage 2 report and in particular to review the options that have been identified.  These 
options were recently narrowed down to 3, for various technical and viability reasons, being:   
1. Maple Lake Creek (MLC) – continue with year-round discharges to Maple Lake Creek/Trent 
 River system, with construction of a new treatment plant; 
2. Rapid Infiltration Basin (RIB) – discharging effluent into the ground; and 
3. South Regional Sewer System (SRSS) – discharging effluent to a new plant proposed to be 
 located in the Union Bay area with outflow to the ocean. 
 
These 3 options were presented by the Village’s municipal engineer at a public information 
meeting held on July 18th, 2011.  Subsequent to that meeting, PAC met to consider the comments 
from members of the public in attendance at the meeting as well as comments received following 
the meeting.  Of the comments received, there was overwhelming support for the SRSS, primarily 
based on the comparative cost factors as presented by the engineer.  At PAC’s recent meeting, we 
also reviewed the financial impact report by Michelle Mason, Financial Officer, which is on the 
agenda for the Council meeting scheduled for July 25th.   
 
At its meeting on April 11th, 2011, Council passed the following Resolution: 
 “THAT the Council of the Corporation of the Village of Cumberland: 
 1. Agrees to participate in the current CVRD funding application for the proposed SRSS,  
  and authorizes staff to finalize the details of such application; and  
 2. Directs that such participation in the SRSS is conditional upon the finalized and approved 
  LWMP Stage 2 Supplemental Report supporting the selection of the SRSS as   
  Cumberland’s preferred long range strategy for sewage treatment and disposal, and is  
  further conditional upon addressing financing and governance issues to the satisfaction of 
  Cumberland.” 
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The Province has advised the CVRD that not having Cumberland’s support of the project would 
negatively impact the evaluation of the application as there would be more perceived risk that the 
project would not proceed.  To eliminate this risk the Province has requested that Cumberland 
provide a resolution from Council in support of the regional option as the chosen path forward for 
Cumberland by the end of July preferably or by August 12th at the very latest.     
 
It is the Committee’s recommendation that the SRSS be the preferred option for Cumberland, 
based on strong public support and results of the Triple Bottom Line assessment. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Based on the above information, the Public Advisory Committee recommends to Council/Steering 
Committee that it consider passing the following Resolution: 
 
 “THAT the Council of the Corporation of the Village of Cumberland resolves that: 
 
 The Stage 2 Supplemental Report under Cumberland’s LWMP be completed with   
 identifying the proposed South Regional Sewer System (SRSS) as Cumberland’s preferred  
 option for long-term sewage treatment and disposal; and  staff are authorized to proceed with 
 Stage 3 of the LWMP process; 
 
 Conditional upon the following: 
 
 1. To ensure the viability of the SRSS, Cumberland requires commitment to the project from 
  all currently identified proposed partners; and 
 
 2. Stage 3 of the LWMP process is completed with all financial, governance and   
  implementation issues associated with the SRSS being resolved to Cumberland’s  
  satisfaction.” 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Roger Kishi, Chair 
LWMP Public Advisory Committee 
 

  


