
                           Report to Council February 2013        Councillor Sproule 
 
 
4th – Village Hall Meeting 
 
5th -RD Sports Commission 
           - Amendment to the CV Rec. Complex Fees Bylaw 
 

 
6th – OCP Community Dialogues 
 
8th – VIRL AGM in Nanaimo 
 
9th – Chinese New Year dinner 
 
12th – CVRD Financial Planning      
         -Exhibition Grounds 
         -Economic Development 
          -Emergency Programs, Search and Rescue 
          -Curling Rink 
          -CV Transit 
          -Vancouver Island Mountain Sports Society 
 

 
22nd – Christy Clarke luncheon 
 
23rd – Heritage Fair 
       - Taiwanese Lantern Festival 
 
25th – Emergency Planning 
 
26th - CVRD Board meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Economic Development 
 
This year's Operating costs - $1,010,250 
Cumberland's share is $44,948, an increase of $4,255 from 2012 
Works out to $29 for a house worth $330,000 
Includes $90,000 for operating Visitor's Centre and $15000 for InFilm 
Request by CVEDS for $20,000 for new gateway sign- to be matched by industry 
2013 budget includes provision for CVRD to undertake performance contract review 
and a service review pursuant to the bylaw 
CVEDS will be unrolling a new strategy by the end of March to bring it in line with the CV 
sustainability strategy.  
Because of this, some directors wanted to defer the reviews till next year. Their motion to defer was 
defeated by a narrow margin. The reviews will begin later this year. The scope of the reviews will be 
forwarded to municipalities for comment 
 
Exhibition Grounds 
 
Operating Budget is $153,111- about $8.66 levy for home worth $328,000 
The property includes riding rings, main barn, curling rink and 40 acres serviced by water and 
electricity as of upgrades last year. User fees reflect cost of upgrades. It is managed by a contractor and 
is used by the CV Farmer's Market and Music Fest as well as others. 5 year agreements are in place 
with Therapeutic riding and the Curling Club. 
$30,000 was spent on a feasibility study for renovating the latter facility but long term solutions were 
costly and the project was removed from the 2013 to 2017 Financial Plan 
 
CV Transit – requisition increase of 3% 
 
Revenue estimates have been increased slightly to reflect planned expanded services. The CVRD 
receives 100% of all revenue from fares and passes.  
Increase in operating contract with BC Transit due to service improvements to CFB Comox. Altogether 
there will be a 5,000 hour service expansion over the next 3 years, to be identified in the Transit Master 
Plan. Public Consultation will begin this year. 
After the March 2012 transit expansion, there was approx 360 hours remaining. 320 was used for 
summer transit service and 40 hours to improve route coverage in Cumberland. 
The 2012 Goose Spit Beach shuttle operated on weekends in the summer. The improved routing within 
Cumberland will be addressed through the Transit Master Plan. 
Handy Dart usage has been increasing to the point that it can not meet all requests. There will be a new 
registration process involving a 3rd party qualified health professional to ensure that only people who 
can not use conventional Transit will use Handy Dart. It's a pilot project at no cost to the CVRD 
initially. Later CVRD will pay 1/3 share. Also a new policy addressing late cancellations and “no 
shows”  which wastes a lot of service hours. There will be repercussions for repeat “offenders”. 
 
Emergency Services function budget 
– is getting an increase to pay for additional rental space on Moray Avenue which they share with 
Search and Rescue. 
 
Emergency Shelter and Supportive Housing Land Acquisition has no requisition for 2013. Surplus 
funds will be used to maintain the property, pay for final closing costs and legal fees 
 



9-1-1 answering Service has a requisition due to increased policing costs  
 
Strategy to achieve carbon neutral commitments - 
The CVRD committed to be Carbon neutral by 2012 and budgeted to purchase offsets at $25 per tonne 
which will result in $55,000 expenditure. Now  staff have found cheaper offsets between $1 and $10 
per tonne so $23,000 is left in budget from last year. Staff recommends spending money on energy 
retrofit projects at the CV Sports Centre or Aquatic Centre to help reduce carbon emissions. It is 
recommended that the municipalities use their excess carbon offset funds towards this energy retrofit. 
The Blue Carbon initiative on the estuary is not eligible. 
 
Recreation Grant Function 
The  Vancouver Island Mountain Sports Society has received an annual grant of $5,000 since 2010.  
Last year they received a one time grant of $28,568 from this function as well as Grant-in aids of $10 
from Areas A and B. This year they requested a $50,000 operating grant. The Board passed a motion to 
give a grant of $20,000 with additional funding from surplus of $12,038 in 2013. In 2014, they will 
receive $20,000 and $10,000 in 2015, reverting to $5,000 in subsequent years. I opposed on the 
grounds that the funding would be better spent on smaller local recreational facilities used by a larger 
number of people.  
Cumberland will contribute $10,275  towards the Recreation Grant service and will receive $4,000 for 
swimming lessons for school children 
The Policy mandate states that “This service was established to provide financial contributions to the 
cost of Recreation programs provided by public authorities, non profit agencies and the Courtenay 
Outdoor Pool.” 
Cumberland's Recreation facilities and parks are used by people from all over the Comox Valley yet 
there appears to be little recognition of this. At present there is not a recreation/cultural plan in place 
that outlines the criteria for grant funding. Staff acknowledges that “establishing a regional funding 
framework that justifies investing  tax dollars to support facilities and programs when all community 
members may not use them is very challenging”. A steering committee of senior recreation staff from 
each municipality and the CVRD are developing grant criteria. It was because of this apparent 
unfairness that I did not support the recreation grant budget at the COTW. I will be supporting it at the 
next board meeting providing criteria are established before next year to provide a fair distribution of 
Recreation Grant Funds. 


