
After hearing from Cumberland citizens, the Village has 
prepared a draft Official Community Plan (OCP).

The Plan is a comprehensive reorganization and revision of the 
2004 OCP. The purpose of the Plan is to incorporate the various 
changes completed since the 2004 OCP, while staying true to 
the community’s vision that was outlined in the 2004 OCP.

The OCP provides a broad framework of goals objectives and 
policies to guide decisions on planning and land management 
within Cumberland. 

This leaflet provides a summary of the OCP review process along 
with an overview of the key issues addressed in the revised OCP.

Learn more about the revised OCP and tell us your thoughts! See 
the back page for more information on how to view the draft 
OCP.

“PLAN CUMBERLAND...TOGETHER”

FAQ
What is an Official Community Plan?
An Official Community Plan (OCP) is a provincially mandated regulatory 
document that defines the longer term (30year) vision for a community.  
Authorized by the Local Government Act, an OCP can guide municipal 
decision making regarding issues such as land use and development, 
environmental management, heritage and culture and transportation.

Important elements of an Official Community Plan
1. Overview of current reality and influences on growth: CONTEXT

2. A single “vision statement“ that resonates with all residents and guides 
stewardship of the community for the future: VISION

3. Development strategies and policies organized under subject area 
headings (i.e. Transportation, Land Use, Heritage etc.): PLAN

4. Realization of the Plan, provides maps and includes development 
permit areas guidelines: IMPLEMENTATION

Contact details

Planning Process
Where have we come from?
There have been a number of public consultation events that have informed 
the production of the draft OCP including the following:
 » Kick-off meeting
 » Staff and Council workshop
 » Sounding boards
 » Community dialogue meetings

Context
Plan

Vision

OCP

Implementation

For more information and to complete the online survey 
please visit the project or Village website;

www.placespeak/cumberlandocp

cumberland.ca  

Or contact the Village of Cumberland:
T: 250-336-2291
E: ocp@cumberland.ca

What did we hear?
We had some great feedback throughout the various public engagement 
initiatives. Some of the key messages we heard were as follows:
 » OPERATIONAL: make the OCP more user-friendly 
 » INFRASTRUCTURE: improvements to local services should be a 

priority
 » VILLAGE CORE: people felt that there should be a stronger emphasis 

on densification of the village core
 » HERITAGE: stronger protection for heritage resources
 » LOCAL ECONOMY: support for diversifying the local economy and 

promoting local food production

What is next?

Please complete the online or handwritten survey!

This will provide us with valuable input on the draft Plan and whether any 
adjustments will be needed before the report is presented to Council for 
adoption. 

It’s important that we hear from as many people as possible about what 
they want to see in Cumberland as we update the Official Community 
Plan. This is your chance to contribute to the future of the village.

You can find out how to provide your input on the back page which also 
gives you a link to the project page. 

 » Online discussions and surveys
 » Roving kiosks
 » Kitchen table talks
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Vision
One of the strengths of the 2004 OCP was the VOICE 
OF THE PEOPLE, as expressed through the OCP Vision. 
We have retained the key elements of the original 
vision (such as the strong sense of stewardship and 
ties to the natural environment and retention of the 
Village core as the heart of the community), and have 
included additional material in relation to resilience 
and diversity, both in the local economy and in housing 
choice. A set of priorities has also been added that 
provide the foundation for the revised vision. 

Growth Management 
This topic has been broadened to include other land uses 
in addition to residential development. It also includes 
three growth scenarios based on recent population trends. 

Heritage Preservation
Additional wording has been included to identify 
incentives for the conservation of heritage building 
structures, and to stress the importance of improving the 
energy efficiency of heritage buildings. 

Infrastructure
Additional material in this section includes background 
information regarding potential future infrastructure 
upgrades, and policies promoting the development of 
efficient and innovative infrastructure.

Transportation and Connectivity
This is now a separate section in the OCP, with more 
weight being given to the promotion of alternative modes 
of travel that promote the Village as a pedestrian and 
bicycle friendly community. 

Economic Development
The local economy is still an important theme in the OCP. 
However, there have been additional policies included to 
support the development of nature-based and ecotourism 
industry, as well as environmentally-friendly technologies 
and innovative industrial activities.

Environmental Preservation
This section of the OCP now includes policies to maintain 
the visual character and natural appeal of the Village and 
identify biodiversity corridors.

Recreation and Parks
This now falls under the heading of Community Well-
Being and includes expanded policies relating to park 
management, parkland dedication and parkland use.

Implementation
Community engagement now falls into the implementation 
section with policies relating to establishing an Advisory 
Planning Committee.  Other administration detail has 
been provided to ensure the successful application of the 
OCP in relation to other planning documents. 

Other new features...Where we have built on the 2004 OCP An enhanced vision

What is new?
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There have been a number of new features included in the draft OCP to 
bring it in line with provincial legislation. Some key elements are summarized 
below and on the right of this page:

New Policy Areas
As a result of community feedback and reviewing provincial best practice 
examples, the following new policy areas have been included in the draft 
OCP:

 » FUTURE LAND USE: provides the development intent of the 
OCP land uses.

 » HOUSING: includes new policies in relation to affordable and 
special needs housing.

 » LOCAL FOOD PRODUCTION: aims to increase food security 
through partnerships and additional policies to support local 
food production.

 » CLIMATE CHANGE AND ADAPTABILITY: sets targets to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and identifies actions for 
achieving this.

 » NATURAL HAZARDOUS AREAS: recognizes the potential risk 
of potentially dangerous naturally occurring hazards, primarily 
in relation to wildfire due to the proximity to working forest 
lands. 

Development Permit Areas
The 2004 OCP contained Comprehensive Planning Areas. These are now 
referred to as Development Permit Areas or DPAs, since new legislative 
powers are available that replace the need to pursue development controls 
outside of standard processes.

Biodiversity Corridors
Proposed Biodiversity Corridors have been included in DPA No. 1 of the 
draft OCP. These have been based on the Sensitive Ecosystems Inventory 
as set out in the Comox Valley Conservation Strategy and provides policy 
direction to protect these areas from impacts to the habitats or function of 
the corridors.  

Residential Containment Boundary
The former Urban Containment Boundary has been replaced by the Village 
Municipal Boundary, as land had already been designated outside this 
area. The new DPAs provide stronger policies to ensure development 
occurs in appropriate locations.

Heritage Conservation Area
Formerly a Development Permit Area in the 2004 OCP, the Historic Village 
Core has now been defined as a Heritage Conservation Area, which 
provides much stronger legislative powers tailored to meet the unique 
challenges and opportunities of heritage preservation. This section also 
includes form and character guidelines previously included in the 2004 
OCP, which allows for a more clear and concise document. 

The Heritage Conservation Area is shown in pink below:


