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Cumberland Initiates Process to Pursue Own Economic Development 
 
Cumberland, B.C.  – Cumberland Council is looking to spend the funds it annually provides to 
regional economic development on initiatives that have more direct impact on the Cumberland 
community.   On January 27, 2015, the Village gave notice to participating communities of its 
intent to withdraw from the regional economic development service, currently provided under 
contract by the Comox Valley Economic Development Society.  
 
“The Village acknowledges that stimulating economic development in the Comox Valley is hard 
work, and that there is a long list of demands placed on the service,” said Mayor Leslie Baird.  
“Withdrawing would make the Society’s job easier and allow Cumberland to focus on its own 
needs that differ from those in the rest of the Valley.” 
 
Cumberland is one of the fastest growing and youngest communities in the central Island with a 
median age of 38.2 years and a population growing at an annual average of 4.24%.  Council 
believes that Cumberland is at a critical point in its development, and that focusing on the three 
main economic drivers identified in the recently updated Official Community Plan is key.  
 
“The Official Community Plan identified eco-tourism, commercial development and industrial 
development as the three primary sources for economic growth in Cumberland,” said Mayor 
Baird.  “The business owners in Cumberland deserve to have a Cumberland specific 
organization working on their behalf to stimulate the economy.” 
 
Cumberland is actively developing as a major ‘destination’ for outdoor recreation, heritage, arts 
and culture.  Future commercial development would augment existing accommodation, 
restaurant, guiding, small retail and microbrewery services.  Industrial development would 
focus on industries that are aimed at mainstreaming environmental, climate, and social 
considerations in their operations.   
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Backgrounder 
  
The Comox Valley regional economic development service was first established in June 1976 by 
the former Comox Strathcona Regional District.  The purpose of the service is to establish, 
maintain and operate an economic development commission on behalf of the consenting 
member municipalities and electoral areas.  Participants include the City of Courtenay, Town of 
Comox, a portion of Electoral Area ‘A’, Electoral Area ‘B’ and Electoral Area ‘C’.   
 
The CVRD contracts with the Comox Valley Economic Development Society to provide the 
economic development service.  In 2014, the Village of Cumberland provided $45,157 to the 
service out of a total annual operating budget of $1.1 million dollars. 
 
In 2014, a service function review was undertaken by the Comox Valley Regional District as 
required by the Economic Development Commission Establishment Bylaw No. 2395.  The 
review included activities undertaken, administrative structure, staff size, governance structure, 
role of elected officials, funding methods, requisition limits, cost recovery methods and 
borrowing practices.  A service delivery performance review was also undertaken at that time. 
Both reports may be viewed at the Comox Valley Regional District website:  
http://www.comoxvalleyrd.ca/EN/main/business/economic-development.html 
 


