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A ‘tonal pole’ is little more than a fence post dug into the 

ground with a piece of metal pipe nailed to it.  The 

player has completed the hole when his/her disc makes 

contact with the metal creating a ringing noise much 

like a bell.  While these ‘tonals’ are much more accurate 

than using a tree as a target, arguments and disagree-

ments can still occur over wether a player has completed 

the hole as it is all up to the hearing of the players inthe hole as it is all up to the hearing of the players in-

volved.

Photograph A-1: A tonal target.  Pender Island BC 
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A tee-pad is where the initial throw of each hole is 

released and needs to have good footing and enough released and needs to have good footing and enough 

space to wind up. The ‘tee’ must be clearly marked and 

should give a good indication of which direction to 

throw in.  Proper signage helps in this regard. It never 

hurts to include a bench at least on some holes for those 

not throwing to rest and watch.  The picture above 

shows a wilderness style tee pad, something that British 

Columbia has become famous for in the disc golf world.  Columbia has become famous for in the disc golf world.  

Photograph A-2: A wilderness tee-pad.  Pender Island BC 
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A disc golf chain basket is a glorious invention.  A disc is thrown 

at the chained area of the target, the chains stop the forward 

motion of the disc and it drops down into the basket completing 

the hole.  The manufacturing has come a long way and it is now 

common to see multiple strands of chain, galvanized powder 

coatings and innovative designs to make sure that even a missed 

shot doesn’t land too far away.

Photograph A-3: A chain basket.  USDGC Championship, 2008
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The tee pad is where a player begins the hole and needs to 

be level and weather resistant.  Modern courses use con-

crete, or more cost effective materials such as mulch, de-

composed granite, or other natural materials.  In recent 

years recycled rubber mats have been developed and are 

starting to catch on. While many alternatives have been 

created, concrete is the standard.
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Photograph A-4: An example of a concrete tee pad.
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Recreation and Culture Manager at City of Campbell River
Michele Sirett

“Disc golf is probably the most popular recreational 
activity in Campbell River.  On a sunny Saturday, 
the course is packed with people from all genera-
tions, young to old, families with small children, 
teenagers and everything in between.  It is also a 
great source of revenue, the recreation centre 
makes over $8000 a year renting discs for $2 a 
day.”day.”
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This is a very speculative map showing where a potential 18 hole disc golf course 

might go.  The tee pads and target locations have not been thorougly thought out, 

but this map gives an idea of how a full 18 hole disc golf course might fit in Coal 

Creek Historic Park without crossing trails or inhibiting use of the open field area.  


