
Cumberland’s Zoning Bylaw Update 2015 – 2016

FAQS

Community Open House – First Draft Zoning Bylaw
Saturday October 17th 10 am to 3 pm | Cultural Centre (second floor) 

Presentations at 10:30 am and 1:30 pm

Find out about proposed

• zone changes (coach houses, accessory uses, etc…)

• changes to land use regulations (chickens, bees, tourist accommodations, etc…) &

• how the new zoning bylaw could impact you and the community

What’s happened so far? 
The consulting team, working closely with staff, prepared a 
Strategic Directions Report summarizing the key areas of 
focus during the zoning bylaw rewrite. The report was presented 
to Council on July 27th 2015. Building on that report, the consulting 
team prepared a First Draft Zoning Bylaw. 

The First Draft Zoning Bylaw, which includes updated maps 
and a concordance table for easy reference, was presented 
to Council on September 28th 2015 and further discussed with 
the Advisory Planning Commission, Heritage Commission, 
Homelessness and Affordable Housing Select Committee and 
Accessibility Select Committee on October 5th 2015. The input 
received at these sessions will be combined with feedback 
received at the Community Open House on October 17th 2015, 
and will be summarized and reviewed by the consulting team and 
staff prior to beginning the second draft of the zoning bylaw.

How do I get a copy of the 
Strategic Directions Report 
and First Draft Zoning 
Bylaw?
The Strategic Directions Report and First Draft Zoning Bylaw 
(including the concordance table) are available online, as well as 
at the Village Office and at the first Community Open House.
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What are some of the 
proposed changes to the 
Zoning Bylaw?
The last zoning bylaw was adopted in 1998 and has seen many 
amendments. Over this time period, approaches and the way we 
define and regulate land use has changed. The new zoning bylaw 
will:

• undergo administrative housekeeping changes,

• modernize planning language to make things easier to 
understand and read, and 

• add new regulations that are considered good practice for 
contemporary zoning bylaws in Canada. 

We have also updated, revised or created new zones to better 
align with the objectives of the 2014 Official Community Plan. You 
will see new zoning maps that reflect those changes.

What happens after the first 
Community Open House on 
October 17th 2015?
The consulting team will summarize the outcomes and input of all 
the meetings and sessions so far and review with staff in a second 
technical meeting. This meeting will be the start of the preparation 
of the Second Draft Zoning Bylaw which will be scheduled 
for a legal review in late November. The outcomes of the legal 
review will be incorporated into the Second Draft Zoning 
Bylaw which will be presented in early January 2016. A road 
map of the entire process is available online and illustrated below:



2  Parking
In the First Draft Zoning Bylaw we have introduced:

• new parking maximums, and…

• revised some parking minimums

• revised regulations based on principal and visitor parking for 
all zones

• minimum bike parking requirements and standards (two classes 
of parking) for all land uses

• tandem vehicle parking allowances where appropriate

• RV/Bus parking requirements for selected land uses, and design 
requirements

• electric vehicle stalls (and charging station) requirements

• “courtesy” requirements for pregnant women and parents of 
small children

• parking numbers for each allowable land use, zone by zone 
(e.g. a single family dwelling unit on an estate lot has different 
requirements to that of an infill lot close to the village centre), and

• allowance for some components of parking requirements to be 
provided through cash-in-lieu. 

 New Village  
 Commercial  
4  Mixed Use Zone

A new zone has been created for the Village Core to promote 
commercial revitalization and maintain the heritage character of 
Dunsmuir Avenue. Some key features of this zone are:

• residential use is permitted as an accessory to principle use… 
this encourages the development of places to live above 
commercial buildings… 

• contemplates a range of permitted principle uses to create 
a livable and vibrant downtown… a vibrant downtown core 
thrives on diversity and choices… 

• integrates with Historic Conservation Area requirements of 
the Official Community plan by providing a clear intent to 
conserve. Cumberland is rich in history and attracts both 
resident and visitors to its core. Maintaining heritage resources 
is a major part of that attraction. 

• adjustment to rear lane setbacks to accommodate pedestrian 
and bicycle traffic

• incorporates existing public assembly buildings within the new 
zone — offering the potential for public assembly buildings to 
add other uses and tenants to supplement operating costs. 

3  Urban Agriculture
To support the community wellbeing policies of the Official 
Community Plan a new Urban Agriculture permitted accessory 
use has been added to the First Draft Zoning Bylaw. This is 
supported by:

• a general regulation section added to provide clarity over 
permitted urban agriculture accessory use, with additional 
regulation on size, location and limits of coops, hives and 
roadside stands. The new regulation supports the following: 

Urban 
Agriculture 
Permitted 

Accessory Use

Less than 0.4Ha 
(0.99Acres)

• community garden;

• keeping of backyard hens;

• keeping of honey bees; and

• roadside stands.

Greater than 
0.4Ha (0.99Acres)

• market garden;

• community garden;

• keeping of backyard hens;

• keeping of honey bees;

• keeping of livestock; and

• roadside stands.

1  Residential Infill
To align with the Official Community Plan goal of densifying 
the Village centre with a new Residential Infill land use, we 
have created zoning that allows further densification within the 
residential infill area. This means that a Coach House, as well 
secondary suite will be permitted within this new zone, with 
conditions including a development permit. Along with this we are 
proposing that the minimum lot size in this new zone be reduced to 
325 metres2 to allow for small lots and small houses. 

Key Changes 

How can I see what changes 
may have been made to my 
property zoning? 
We have created a concordance table that compares the old zone 
you were in and what it has been updated to. This is tied to the 
existing and new proposed zoning maps so you can clearly see 
the zones. The table also provides information on the purpose of 
the zones and what is permitted within the zones. The concordance 
table and maps will be on display at the Open House Saturday 
October 17th 2015 10:00 am – 3:00 pm.
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For more information please visit the 
following website: cumberland.ca 

Or contact the Village of Cumberland:

T: 250-336-2291 

E: zoning@cumberland.ca
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• at this time, the proposed Urban Agriculture permitted accessory 
use has been expanded to most residential zones, excluding 
multifamily zones, public assembly (limited to community gardens) 
and the Village Commercial Core (limited to Market Gardens).


