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REPORT DATE: August 4, 2016 
MEETING DATE: August 8, 2016 
 
TO: Mayor and Councillors 

FROM: Judith Walker, Senior Planner 

SUBJECT:  Medical Marihuana Dispensaries – Public Process Results 

RECOMMENDATION 

i) THAT Council receive the Medical Marihuana Dispensaries- Public Process Results 
report; and 

ii) THAT Council provide direction to staff on whether to proceed with development of the 
policy and business license bylaw amendments; and if so, 

iii) THAT Council confirms any changes to the proposed policy direction for the land use 
and business license regulations. 

SUMMARY 

Following a motion by Council on June 27, 2016, staff proceeded with the public process 
approved by Council.  An open house was held on July 19, 2016 and the deadline for submission 
for the survey was August 1, 2016.  This report provides a summary of the public input. 

BACKGROUND 

Council’s motions on June 27, 2016 were: 

 THAT Council exclude edibles for sale at medical marihuana dispensaries from 
the terms and conditions for considering medical marihuana dispensaries; 

 THAT Council establish its preference for applications for medical marijuana 
dispensaries through an application for a temporary use permit in the proposed 
VCMU-1 zone; and 

 THAT Council direct staff to conduct a public engagement strategy on the 
possibility of considering medical marihuana dispensaries within the Village of 
Cumberland under the terms and conditions presented. 

Staff proceeded with the public process – mailing an invitation to the open house to all 
households and to non-resident land owners, as well as posting the notice on the Village 
website. 

A total of 157 surveys were completed online and as paper copies.  The online survey analysis 
and the paper comments received are attached.  Approximately 30-40 people attended the 
open house on July 19 and there was lively discussion regarding medical marihuana 
dispensaries in the Village. 
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Summary of the Results of the Survey 

 

Medical Marihuana Dispensary Survey 

1. Do you think medical marihuana dispensaries should be permitted in the Village of Cumberland? 

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count 

Yes 75.3% 113 

No 20.7% 31 

I don't know 4.0% 6 

    2. Do you think the proposed VCMU-1 zone (shown below in orange) is an appropriate location for medical 
marihuana dispensaries? The VCMU-1 or Village Core Commercial Mixed Use Zone is the land use zone in the 
proposed new zoning bylaw for most of the properties in the historic Cumberland commercial core from 
Egremont/Sutton Road to Fifth Street. 

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count 

Yes 72.7% 109 

No 24.0% 36 

I don't know 3.3% 5 

    
3. Please tell us about yourself. 

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count 

I am a resident of Cumberland 73.3% 110 

I am a resident in the VCMU-1 
zone (see the map of the 
VCMU-1 zone above) 

6.7% 10 

I am a owner of a business or a 
commercial property in the 
VCMU-1 zone (see the map of 
the VCMU-1 zone above) 

10.0% 15 

Other (please specify) 20.0% 30 

    
4. What potential impacts of medical marihuana dispensaries are of greatest concern to you? 

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count 

odour 12.2% 18 

nuisance 20.4% 30 

negative impact on 
surrounding businesses 

21.8% 32 

security 35.4% 52 

I have no concerns 57.8% 85 
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5. Do you think that medical marihuana dispensaries should be at least 200 metres apart in distance? If 
dispensaries are 200 metres apart, this would mean that there could be up to three dispensaries 
along Dunsmuir Avenue. 

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count 

at least 200 metres apart 22.4% 33 

less than 200 metres apart is 
okay 

20.4% 30 

dispensaries should be more 
than 200 metres apart 

36.7% 54 

I don't know 20.4% 30 

    
6. Do you think that medical marihuana dispensaries should be at least 150 metres from a public school? 

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count 

at least 150 metres from a 
public school 

29.7% 43 

less than 150 metres from a 
public school is okay 

15.2% 22 

dispensaries should be more 
than 150 metres from a public 
school 

46.9% 68 

I don't know 8.3% 12 

    7. Do you think that medical marihuana dispensaries and related accessory uses (such as the retail sale of 
medical marihuana paraphernalia) should be the only use permitted at a dispensary? 

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count 

yes 35.7% 51 

no 39.2% 56 

I don't know 25.2% 36 

    8. Do you think that a Temporary Use Permit is the preferred method of permitting a medical marihuana 
dispensary? Through a temporary use permit, Council can approve a specific commercial use for a period up 
to three years (with one renewal) with specific conditions and a public process for a permit application. 

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count 

yes, a temporary use permit is 
the preferred method 

52.1% 75 

no, rezoning of the parcel 
would be a better method 

19.4% 28 

I don't know 28.5% 41 

    
9. Do you think the dispensaries should be closed between 8 pm and 7am? 

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count 

yes 55.6% 80 

no 31.3% 45 
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I don't know 13.2% 19 

    10. Do you agree that dispensaries should not permit access to those under 19 years of age and that 
dispensaries must not advertise or promote the use of marihuana to a minor through product displays, 
names, logos or other signage. 

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count 

yes, I agree 88.9% 128 

no, I do not agree 8.3% 12 

I don't know 2.8% 4 

    11. Do you agree that dispensaries should not be permitted to allow consumption of marihuana on the 
premises? 

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count 

yes, I agree 52.7% 77 

no, I do not agree 39.0% 57 

I don't know 8.2% 12 

    12. Do you think that an air filtration system should be required in a dispensary to minimize odours outside 
the building? 

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count 

yes 67.8% 99 

no 22.6% 33 

I don't know 9.6% 14 

    13. Do you think that dispensaries should be required to provide a security plan, police checks for the 
owner and every on-site manager, proof of a security alarm contract, and proof of ownership of the building 
or consent of landlord? 

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count 

yes 78.5% 113 

no 9.7% 14 

I don't know 11.8% 17 

    14. In order to deter criminal activity while a dispensary is open, do you think that a dispensary should be 
required to have at least two employees on duty and must not block windows from outside view? 

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count 

yes 65.1% 95 

no 12.3% 18 

I don't know 22.6% 33 

    
15. Do you think that the sale of edible products should be prohibited in dispensaries? 

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count 

yes, sale of edibles should be 18.5% 27 
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prohibited 

no, sale of edibles should be 
permitted 

76.7% 112 

I don't know 4.8% 7 

 

The full results are attached to this report. 

Comment Sheets 

Comment sheets were provided at the open house and 14 were submitted.  Of those, 78.6% (11 
submissions) generally supported that medical marihuana dispensaries be permitted in the 
Village and 21.4% (3 submissions) generally did not support medical marihuana dispensaries in 
the Village. 

Staff notes that the open house was predominantly attended by supporters and potential 
medical marihuana dispensary operators. 

NEXT STEPS 

If Council chooses to proceed with regulating Medical Marihuana Dispensaries, and does so via 
the use of Temporary Use Permits, staff will develop a policy document to assist in evaluating 
applications.  As in other municipalities, the applications will be processed in the order 
received, noting that a complete application will be required, including the permit fee in order 
to be considered.  Partial applications will not be accepted in order to hold a position for one of 
the limited possible locations.  More direction from staff will follow in the September 6th report 
if Council chooses to proceed. 

Depending on Council’s direction following this report, these steps may occur: 

 

Staff report to Council with survey & open 
house results.  Direction from Council. 

August 8th  

Staff reports to Council on:  

 policy  

 amendments to business bylaw 

 fees & procedures bylaw 

Direction from Council 

September 6th  

Final revision to bylaws to Council  September 19th  

 
 
  



FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

There will be significant staff time to process TUP applications, as well as processing and
monitoring the business licence applications. The fees recommended for the business licence
for medical marihuana dispensaries has not been calculated and will come forward for
consideration in a future report.

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE

The regulation of Medical Marihuana Dispensaries relates directly to Council's 2016 strategic
objective of Review development standards to make them green, economically attractive and
flexible.

ATTACHMENTS:

Appendix A - Survey Results (online & paper)

Appendix B-Open House Comments (complied)

CONCURRENCE

Rob Crisfield, Manager of Operations

OPTIONS

i) THAT Council receive the Medical Marihuana Dispensaries- Public Process Results
report; and

ii) THAT Council provide direction to staff on whether to proceed with development of the
policy and business license bylaw amendments; and if so,

iii) THAT Council confirms any changes to the proposed policy direction for the land use
and business license regulations; or

iv) Any other action deemed appropriate by Council.

Respectfully submitted,

iditb-Walker, Senior Planner

.^
Sundance Topham, Chief Administrative Officer
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72.67% 109

24.00% 36

3.33% 5

Q2 Do you think the proposed VCMU-1 zone
(shown below in orange) is an appropriate

location for medical marihuana
dispensaries? The VCMU-1 or Village Core

Commercial Mixed Use Zone is the land use
zone in the proposed new zoning bylaw for

most of the properties in the historic
Cumberland commercial core from

Egremont/Sutton Road to Fifth Street.
Answered: 150 Skipped: 1

Total 150

# Comments Date

1 Why are you excluding other areas including Cumberland Rd. and the Cumberland Pharmacy etc. 8/1/2016 5:50 PM

2 Dunsmiur Ave Only so it is in the open 7/28/2016 9:42 AM

3 too early to tell at this time 7/26/2016 2:09 PM

4 use the extra foot traffic to help our local business 7/26/2016 2:01 PM

5 Use the foot traffic to help local businesses 7/26/2016 1:52 PM

6 a dispensary would add to the charm and individualism of Cumberland which is attracting so many tourists and young,
liberal families

7/26/2016 1:48 PM

7 support commercial area 7/26/2016 1:06 PM

8 exterior must meet blending in with adjacent businesses 7/21/2016 7:03 PM

9 Should not be in shopping district 7/20/2016 11:34 AM

Yes
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I don't know
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10 Not near liquor outlets 7/19/2016 8:26 PM

11 Should not include residential areas along Penrith, 1st and Beaufort. Should be away from residences 7/19/2016 8:26 PM

12 I believe it should be in the industrial sector of town where the new bicycle shop is. 7/19/2016 5:18 PM

13 medical marihuana is already legally available on line through places like TILRAY 7/19/2016 5:04 PM

14 They don't belong in a shopping area. 7/12/2016 9:45 AM

15 I do not feel marijuana dispensaries should be permitted. 7/8/2016 4:56 PM

16 Marijuana dispensaries are not at all compatible with the mixed live/work nature of the historic downtown core.
Furthermore, they belong in a part of town which will not be predictably frequented by children walking to and from
school.

7/6/2016 6:24 PM
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73.33% 110

6.67% 10

10.00% 15

20.00% 30

Q3 Please tell us about yourself.
Answered: 150 Skipped: 1

Total Respondents: 150  

# Other (please specify) Date

1 Son lives there. I may move there. 8/1/2016 2:13 PM

2 I am a resident of the Valley and operate an online dispendary based in Victoria 7/26/2016 2:18 PM

3 former resident, cannabis business owner 7/26/2016 2:01 PM

4 former resident, cannabis business owner 7/26/2016 1:52 PM

5 resident of Dove Creek 7/26/2016 1:48 PM

6 Just a home owner &resident 7/21/2016 7:03 PM

7 I'm a resident of Courtenay 7/21/2016 5:17 PM

8 I own a rental house in Cumberland and I live in Courtenay 7/21/2016 9:03 AM

9 Medicinal patient 7/20/2016 11:37 PM

10 chronic pain sufferer ,use 4 pain,better than pills 7/20/2016 6:54 PM

11 Courtenay resident 7/20/2016 4:43 PM

12 Former resident of Cumberland 7/20/2016 9:29 AM

13 Courtenay 7/20/2016 8:57 AM

14 Resident of Courtenay who frequently visits Cumberland for recreation 7/20/2016 8:42 AM

15 Resident of Courtenay 7/19/2016 11:43 PM

16 I am a Comox Valley resident who spends a lot of time in Cumberland 7/19/2016 11:32 PM

I am a
resident of...

I am a
resident in ...

I am a owner
of a busines...

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

I am a resident of Cumberland

I am a resident in the VCMU-1 zone (see the map of the VCMU-1 zone above)

I am a owner of a business or a commercial property in the VCMU-1 zone (see the map of the VCMU-1 zone above)

Other (please specify)
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17 considering moving to area 7/19/2016 11:23 PM

18 From Courtenay, but spend a lot of time in Cumberland 7/19/2016 5:58 PM

19 Courtenay; past Cumberland resident 7/19/2016 5:52 PM

20 ex resident for 3 yrs. very recently moved to comox 7/19/2016 5:41 PM

21 I was a recent resident of Cumberland, and intend to move here again. 7/19/2016 5:14 PM

22 former resident with deep family and community connections 7/19/2016 4:33 PM

23 Comox Valley resident 7/19/2016 3:39 PM

24 Local shopper, area A resident, community arts producer 7/19/2016 3:29 PM

25 I live in the Valley and own a rental house in Cumberland 7/19/2016 2:26 PM

26 I live in Courtenay and visit Cumberland regularly to shop at local businesses. 7/19/2016 2:18 PM

27 Courtenay resident 7/19/2016 2:00 PM

28 Resident of courtenay 7/19/2016 10:25 AM

29 I'm a resident of courtenay who would rather not have to drive to Port Alberni ( the closest dispensar, currently) for my
medical needs

7/8/2016 2:12 PM

30 I am a resident of the CVRD (off Minto, between Fraser and Royston Rd), w/relatives who live "across the street" from
the VCMU-1 Zone, and who have children attending school in Cumberland.

7/7/2016 11:43 AM
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12.24% 18

20.41% 30

21.77% 32

35.37% 52

57.82% 85

Q4 What potential impacts of medical
marihuana dispensaries are of greatest

concernto you?
Answered: 147 Skipped: 4

Total Respondents: 147  

# Other (please specify) Date

1 They are currently illegal. How are you going to keep criminals from owning these e.g. H.A.? 8/1/2016 5:50 PM

2 concern that marijuana is coming from legal suppliers, not crimnals operating and that the products are organic 7/28/2016 9:42 AM

3 I have no concerns with legalization. I am concerned with the industrialization of the industry - ma & pop/local
businesses getting forced out.

7/26/2016 2:18 PM

4 except for big business taking over! 7/26/2016 1:48 PM

5 brewery, outdoor pubs, now marihuana, what next? 7/26/2016 1:33 PM

6 Negative attention from the police 7/20/2016 4:43 PM

7 I worry about it being a magnet for young people and those with addiction issues 7/20/2016 11:34 AM

8 Potential negative impact on pre-existing less commercial ma' & pa' channels for patient access 7/20/2016 5:15 AM

9 I think all legalizations and permissions regarding marijuana are helpful overall for humanity. 7/19/2016 11:43 PM

10 Children are everywhere. I think it will be hard to keep it out of sight of kids. And potential nusance. 7/19/2016 9:06 PM

odour

nuisance

negative
impact on...

security

I have no
concerns
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Answer Choices Responses

odour
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negative impact on surrounding businesses

security

I have no concerns
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11 will bring in crime and addicts into community 7/19/2016 7:50 PM

12 Its illegal to sell it until the law changes in 2017. 7/19/2016 5:04 PM

13 This will depend on the owners, signage, atmosphere, cleanliness and professionalism of the business. 7/19/2016 2:18 PM

14 I don't want all the people visiting Cumberland smoking weed and then driving out of town. I feel it will attract the
wrong type of visitors, Cumberland has done a really good job at changing Cumberlands image from a rough place
people didn't like going to into a nice place to raise a family. I feel a weed shop would be a step backwards. If it truly is
medical it should be in a pharmacy.

7/13/2016 6:58 AM

15 Influencing young people... The dispensaries are too visual on /around Main Street. 7/12/2016 9:45 AM

16 Impact on the youth of the community by allowing an illegal business to sell drugs to adults implies that there is no
respect for the law

7/11/2016 11:33 AM

17 everyone and any one that wants medical marihuana can get a perscription even if they don't kneed it so we shouldn't
sell it in our village or we will be asking for big trouble with kids and adults smoking it anywhere and every where in
public

7/10/2016 10:48 AM

18 qualification for medical sales (pharmacist?) 7/8/2016 9:20 PM

19 They are illegal. There is no framework to ensure the provenance of their product is not from organized crime and it is
not up to Cumberland to regulate this, despite whatever guarantees might be provided by a dispensary proponent. In
addition, it is not up to Cumberland to ensure the safety of the product through appropriate testing: http://www.hc-
sc.gc.ca/dhp-mps/alt_formats/pdf/marihuana/info/techni-eng.pdf. What if someone procured product from an illegal
dispensary that was contaminated with fentanyl or any other dangerous impurity, residue or communicable human
disease pathogen and they got sick or even died? Could they or their next of kin pursue legal action against the
Village for issuing the “business licence” that allowed them to operate?

7/8/2016 8:03 PM

20 Influx of persons loitering in the downtown core who may negatively impact businesses and tourism. 7/8/2016 4:56 PM

21 All of the above choices. Cumberland already has drug issues and I believe this kind of dispensary would make us the
joke of the Comox Valley

7/7/2016 3:01 PM

22 Their have been no studies on the eficacy of Marihuana as a Medical treatment. 7/7/2016 2:52 PM

23 We have blatant drug dealing in the downtown core and a huge number of youth and families at risk already. This
seems an absurd notion. Wait for it to be legalized and regulated and dispensed with rules as stringent as
pharmaceuticals and alcohol.

7/7/2016 10:04 AM

24 No marijuana will be grown there right? So there should be no odour problems unless people light up as soon as they
leave the store.

7/7/2016 9:40 AM

25 I am particularly concerned at the increased risk of violent crime. We chose to live and work in Cumberland because
of its established peaceable and civil nature. Marijuana stores belong in an industrial or 'combat zone' setting, not in a
mixed-use live/work historic downtown.

7/6/2016 6:24 PM
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22.45% 33

20.41% 30

36.73% 54
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Q5 Do you think that medical marihuana
dispensaries should be at least 200 metres
apart in distance?If dispensaries are 200
metres apart, this would mean that there

could be up to three dispensaries
along Dunsmuir Avenue.
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29.66% 43

15.17% 22

46.90% 68

8.28% 12

Q6 Do you think that medical marihuana
dispensariesshould be at least 150 metres

from a public school?
Answered: 145 Skipped: 6

Total 145
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35.66% 51

39.16% 56

25.17% 36

Q7 Do you think that medical marihuana
dispensaries and related accessory uses

(such as the retail sale of medical
marihuana paraphernalia) should be the

only use permitted ata dispensary?
Answered: 143 Skipped: 8

Total 143

# Comments Date

1 I do not want a dispensary in Cumberland. There should be no use of Marijuana at the site in which it is bought. 8/1/2016 9:17 PM

2 Medical mar. dispensaries should not be allowed to sell recreational pot when it is legal. There should be a clear
difference e.g. pharmacy for sick people and a bar or liquor store.

8/1/2016 5:50 PM

3 I don't feel Medical Marihuana are an appropriate business for Cumberland 7/31/2016 10:14 AM

4 If it is for medical use, what else would be needed? 7/28/2016 9:42 AM

5 They should allow in other Cannibas products such as topicals and other products that can help benefit pain without
the THC of the plant.

7/26/2016 4:34 PM

6 this question makes no sense - weed only 7/26/2016 2:12 PM

7 why put limits on combines therapy or practices? 7/26/2016 2:09 PM

8 A place where edibles can be safely regulated ie. cafe, smoking lounge and where people can come to smoke/eat
safely

7/26/2016 2:07 PM

9 there needs to be a place for safe consumption 7/26/2016 2:01 PM

10 there needs to be a place for safe consumption 7/26/2016 1:52 PM

11 other related uses should definately be considered. a safe place to consume marijuana cafe style, perhaps even
restaurant uses... a safe, regulated place to consume.

7/26/2016 1:42 PM

yes

no

I don't know
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Answer Choices Responses

yes

no

I don't know
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12 If this means the difference between a "store" and a "coffee shop", I would prefer a store. One day smoking might be
as normalized as drinking alcohol, but until it is, as store is a good starting point.

7/21/2016 5:02 PM

13 what other uses? 7/21/2016 9:52 AM

14 Uncertain as to what this question is asking for sure so I answered I don't know 7/20/2016 11:37 PM

15 There should be no use at dispensary 7/20/2016 11:34 AM

16 Room needs to be made for social "lounge" type locations that permit and encourage people sharing knowledge and
experience with cannabis with patients who may be new to the medicine. Allowing for lounge type locations where on
site consumption is permitted also creates safe spaces for patients who may be rental tenants, under informed on safe
practices and harm reduction, as well as encouraging the cultural and pro- social aspect of the cannabis culture (and
as a complement/alternative to alcohol centric public houses)

7/20/2016 5:15 AM

17 I'm not sure what else they would/could sell at a dispensary. 7/19/2016 9:56 PM

18 This question seems worded poorly. 7/19/2016 9:40 PM

19 yes, initially anyway 7/19/2016 7:30 PM

20 Other health related items should be allowed for sale. 7/19/2016 6:11 PM

21 health prouducts,aromatherapy oils,etc. 7/19/2016 5:41 PM

22 Consumption of medicine on-site should be allowed. 7/19/2016 5:14 PM

23 they should not be permitted unless the law changes 7/19/2016 5:04 PM

24 Educational info and counseling of the product. Other herbal preparations. 7/19/2016 10:25 AM

25 Clients should be taking their medical marajuana home to administer. Do we take our meds at a pharmacy? 7/12/2016 9:45 AM

26 THE SELLING OF ILLEGAL MARIJUANA SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED 7/11/2016 11:33 AM

27 everyone and any one that wants medical marihuana can get a perscription even if they don't kneed it so we shouldn't
sell it in our village or we will be asking for big trouble with kids and adults smoking it anywhere and every where in
public

7/10/2016 10:48 AM

28 I do not believe they should be allowed period! We have pharmacy's for a reason! 7/10/2016 10:44 AM

29 They should be part of a pharmacy 7/8/2016 9:20 PM

30 Pending Federal Regulations will likely stipulate these conditions. If they do not, Cumberland may contemplate what
they will allow if permissible under the revised regulations.

7/8/2016 8:03 PM

31 If it is allowed there should be regulations limiting its display. 7/8/2016 4:56 PM

32 For patients with medical uses for the plant. It's a hassle to have to go somewhere to consume. 7/8/2016 2:12 PM

33 They should also sell food. 7/8/2016 11:07 AM

34 i do not like the idea of this for any purphose except medical. 7/7/2016 3:01 PM

35 Re items 5 and 6 -- I am greatly distressed to think that our Village administration considers that marijuana stores
could be sited closer to schools than to each other. What ARE you thinking?

7/6/2016 6:24 PM

36 Not sure what would be both a typical and reasonable other use. 7/6/2016 11:07 AM
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52.08% 75

19.44% 28

28.47% 41

Q8 Do you think that a Temporary Use
Permit is the preferred method of permitting
a medical marihuana dispensary? Through

a temporary use permit, Council can
approve a specific commercial use for a

period up to three years (with one renewal)
with specific conditions and a public

process for a permit application.
Answered: 144 Skipped: 7

Total 144

yes, a
temporary us...

no, rezoning
of the parce...

I don't know
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I don't know
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55.56% 80

31.25% 45

13.19% 19

Q9 Do you think the dispensaries should be
closed between 8 pm and 7am?

Answered: 144 Skipped: 7

Total 144

# Comment Date

1 I do not want a dispensary in Cumberland. I think they should hold "regular" business hours i.e. 8-4 or 9-5. 8/1/2016 9:17 PM

2 they should not be allowed in Cumberland 7/31/2016 10:14 AM

3 shouldn't open until 9 a.m. close 9 pm 7/28/2016 8:04 AM

4 no need to be open late! 7/26/2016 2:18 PM

5 pain cant tell time 7/26/2016 2:09 PM

6 I think it should be similar to liquor stores. Open 11:00-9:00 or something 7/21/2016 5:02 PM

7 don't know demand - pharmacies usually closed 7/21/2016 9:52 AM

8 Suggested operating hours 9am-9pm 7/20/2016 11:37 PM

9 Maybe like a beer and wine-11 pm? 7/20/2016 9:04 PM

10 Closed between 6:00 pm and 10:00 am 7/20/2016 11:34 AM

11 Dont open in the first place 7/20/2016 10:13 AM

12 9pm-10am 7/20/2016 7:09 AM

13 it could be open later to match off license beer and wine 7/20/2016 7:05 AM

14 I anticipate local cannabis focused businesses would meet or exceed the quality of oir local Alcohol focused
establishments and should be permitted to create programs, events, community events etc that may extend into the
evening. More importantly, if the point is to facilitate access to medicine for a patient, the fewest barriers possible
should be the aim. When access to.cannabis is at a PRN need, having the store closed at 8pm will be an unnecessary
impediment to legitimate access.

7/20/2016 5:15 AM
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yes
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15 I'm glad I can get flu medicine at night when symptoms get worse. 7/19/2016 11:43 PM

16 11pm same as beer and wine store 7/19/2016 8:49 PM

17 If it is used for people who have prescriptions then they should be open the same hours as all the other drugstores in
town; some are open till Midnight.

7/19/2016 5:58 PM

18 7-11 7/19/2016 5:18 PM

19 The establishment should be allowed to choose its own operating hours. 7/19/2016 5:14 PM

20 Local business association should decide. 7/19/2016 3:39 PM

21 Depend of strategic planning of the local businesses 7/19/2016 3:29 PM

22 What difference would it make really? I consider it to be no different than a liquor store 7/19/2016 2:26 PM

23 If drugstores can be open 24/7 then dispensaries should be too. 7/19/2016 10:25 AM

24 They shouldn't be open in the evening at all. 7/12/2016 9:45 AM

25 THEY SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO OPEN 7/11/2016 11:33 AM

26 everyone and any one that wants medical marihuana can get a perscription even if they don't kneed it so we shouldn't
sell it in our village or we will be asking for big trouble with kids and adults smoking it anywhere and every where in
public

7/10/2016 10:48 AM

27 Not allowed at all. Use a pharmacy 7/10/2016 10:44 AM

28 Pending Federal Regulations will likely stipulate these conditions. 7/8/2016 8:03 PM

29 To allow staff to spend time with family 7/8/2016 11:07 AM

30 yes if this has to happen,which is a mistake, it should only be open a few hoirs each day. 7/7/2016 3:01 PM
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88.89% 128

8.33% 12

2.78% 4

Q10 Do you agree that dispensaries should
not permit access to those under 19 years

of age and that dispensaries must not
advertise or promote the use of marihuana

to a minor through product displays,
names, logos or other signage.

Answered: 144 Skipped: 7

Total 144
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52.74% 77

39.04% 57

8.22% 12

Q11 Do you agree that dispensaries should
not be permitted to allow consumption of

marihuana on the premises?
Answered: 146 Skipped: 5

Total 146
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0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

yes, I agree

no, I do not agree

I don't know

16 / 27

Medical Marihuana Dispensary Survey SurveyMonkey



67.81% 99

22.60% 33

9.59% 14

Q12 Do you think that an air filtration
system should be required in a dispensary
to minimize odours outside the building?

Answered: 146 Skipped: 5

Total 146
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78.47% 113

9.72% 14

11.81% 17

Q13 Do you think that dispensariesshould
be required to provide a security plan,

police checks for the ownerand every on-
site manager, proof of a security alarm
contract, and proof of ownership ofthe

building or consent of landlord?
Answered: 144 Skipped: 7

Total 144

# Comment Date

1 Put it in pharmacies when it is legal. Are people having a problem getting medical mar. now? They can get it by mail,
so why are we worried about creating a potential problem?

8/1/2016 5:50 PM

2 No dispensaries in Cumberland 7/31/2016 10:14 AM

3 we want legitimate businesses with a fully organized plan 7/26/2016 2:18 PM

4 just as much regulations and restrictions as private liquor stores 7/26/2016 2:12 PM

5 use the same regulation as pharmacies 7/26/2016 2:09 PM

6 price checks seem problematic 7/26/2016 1:48 PM

7 should be no question about this 7/26/2016 1:33 PM

8 Prefer they not be permitted period. 7/26/2016 1:09 PM

9 just as is required by liquor outlets 7/26/2016 11:55 AM

10 If that is what liquor stores are required to provide by law, then yes---it should be the same 7/21/2016 5:02 PM

11 should be same as liquor outlets 7/21/2016 9:52 AM

12 I have To many questions to answer 7/20/2016 4:43 PM
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I don't know
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13 It should adhere to the specific rules and regulations assigned to it as per any current business 7/19/2016 7:30 PM

14 I don't see the need for any more security rules than those required for any other business. 7/19/2016 5:52 PM

15 Just like a pharmacy would have to. 7/19/2016 5:43 PM

16 They should be treated like a non government liquor store 7/19/2016 5:11 PM

17 All employees should be subject to a police check 7/19/2016 5:04 PM

18 They should require the same permitting conditions of other businesses 7/19/2016 3:29 PM

19 Too many questions for 1answer 7/19/2016 10:25 AM

20 NONE OF THE ABOVE APPLY AS THEY SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO SELL ILLEGAL DRUGS N
CUMBERLAND

7/11/2016 11:33 AM

21 everyone and any one that wants medical marihuana can get a perscription even if they don't kneed it so we shouldn't
sell it in our village or we will be asking for big trouble with kids and adults smoking it anywhere and every where in
public

7/10/2016 10:48 AM

22 not allow them in the first place! Pharmacy is the ONLY answer 7/10/2016 10:44 AM

23 Current security requirements for controlled substances are here: http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/hc-ps/pubs/precurs/dealers-
distrib/phys_securit_directive/index-eng.php

7/8/2016 8:03 PM

24 for their own safety 7/8/2016 11:07 AM

25 Do liquor stores have to do this? 7/7/2016 9:51 AM
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65.07% 95

12.33% 18

22.60% 33

Q14 In order to deter criminal activity while
adispensary isopen, do you think that a

dispensary should be required to have at
least two employees on duty and must not

block windows from outside view?
Answered: 146 Skipped: 5

Total 146

# Comment Date

1 What kind of criminal activity? We have had a few businesses over the years in Cumberland that have sold cocaine
and heroin, all with non-blocked windows and cheery owners. If there is a medical need for a dispensary, then put it in
a pharmacy where it is readily available, of a controlled quality and without the pop-up shops and bylaw infractions.
Where are the dispensaries getting their product?

8/1/2016 5:50 PM

2 No dispensaries in Cumberland 7/31/2016 10:14 AM

3 if it was in the pharmacy this wouldn't apply 7/28/2016 8:04 AM

4 absolutely for safety reasons like at any businesses accepting cash and carrying stock 7/26/2016 2:18 PM

5 same regulations and restrictions as private liquor stores 7/26/2016 2:12 PM

6 see above comment 7/26/2016 2:09 PM

7 but criminal activity will be avoided if dispensaries are made legal 7/26/2016 1:48 PM

8 The problem here is the word "deter" so that means criminal activity will happen 7/26/2016 1:33 PM

9 open view, but not necessarily two employees - depends on size of store 7/26/2016 11:55 AM

10 Same decision as any other business would 7/21/2016 9:45 PM

11 Absolutely 7/21/2016 7:03 PM

12 should be same as liquor outlets 7/21/2016 9:52 AM
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I don't know
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13 2 seperate questions here. Confidentiality is important for cumtomers. 7/20/2016 9:14 AM

14 I agree the window should not be blocked, but one employee should be fine 7/20/2016 7:05 AM

15 Some communities take an alternate view and mandate blocked windows. This.creates a mystique and an air of
marginalization. We are talking.about a medical situation and individual patients have the right to expect a reasonable
level of privacy. Front windows should be allowed to be whatever each location requires in order to.balance a) the
community interest in what's going on in there (also assists in normalizing a legal medocone) and b) the privacy rights
of patients. Combined with the need for security, it is entirely reasonable to assume there WILL be out of sight
locations that are also unaccessible by the public and other patients.

7/20/2016 5:15 AM

16 I think two employees are a good idea but the interior should not be visible from outside. 7/19/2016 11:32 PM

17 Two employees should be required. Privacy should be allowed. 7/19/2016 6:11 PM

18 Like a liquor store. 7/19/2016 5:43 PM

19 if you mean robbery,i agree. what other activity would be criminal? 7/19/2016 5:41 PM

20 They should be treated like a non government liquor store 7/19/2016 5:11 PM

21 This is a business decision 7/19/2016 3:29 PM

22 Follow the liquor store policies?? 7/19/2016 2:26 PM

23 two employees is a good idea, but confidentiality should be maintained. ie back door acsess. 7/19/2016 10:05 AM

24 Presumably this will be a small retail space in the main core of cumberland, so I'm not sure it would be economically
feasible for a business to have 2 employees at all times.

7/13/2016 7:52 PM

25 ALLOWING A DISPENSARY ENCOURAGES ILLEGAL ACTIVITY AS THE DRUGS ARE PRODUCED ILLEGALLY 7/11/2016 11:33 AM

26 everyone and any one that wants medical marihuana can get a perscription even if they don't kneed it so we shouldn't
sell it in our village or we will be asking for big trouble with kids and adults smoking it anywhere and every where in
public

7/10/2016 10:48 AM

27 they need to have the view to the inside blocked but should be able to see out! 7/10/2016 10:44 AM

28 Cumberland is neither the RCMP nor Worksafe BC. Dispensaries are illegal. What protection is there for workers
working in illegal activities?

7/8/2016 8:03 PM

29 This should only be required IF it has been shown to be effective. 7/8/2016 4:56 PM
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18.49% 27

76.71% 112

4.79% 7

Q15 Do you think that the sale of edible
products should be prohibited in

dispensaries?
Answered: 146 Skipped: 5

Total 146

# Comment Date

1 When these sales are legal, put the products in vending machines, including edibles. Vending machines with
approved card access only (for medical patients only).

8/1/2016 5:50 PM

2 No dispensaries in Cumberland 7/31/2016 10:14 AM

3 Edibles are extreme helpful for aiding those in pain and should definitely NOT be excluded. We need to include these
as well as topicals.

7/26/2016 4:34 PM

4 We need edibles. Many of those wishing to consume cannabis are suffering from chronic/ terminal illness. They need
an option that is NOT smoking.

7/26/2016 2:18 PM

5 This is an extremely valid medicinal use of marijuana <3 7/26/2016 2:14 PM

6 It is very important to make edibles available - concerns about ingredients are the same as "Farmers Market"
product/sales

7/26/2016 2:12 PM

7 think medical! 7/26/2016 2:09 PM

8 edibles are the most important aspect of dispensaries. This is where the medicinal aspect is more prevalent. 7/26/2016 2:07 PM

9 edibles are important for those that can not smoke 7/26/2016 1:52 PM

10 I believe it's important to take distribution out of the hand of criminals. 7/26/2016 1:48 PM

11 eliminating edibles is in direct conflict with the fact that mrijuana has medicinal properties. The medicine should be
available in all forms that have medicinal benefit. edibles access many more health benefits then smoking marijuana
can, and many people do not enjoy smoking the herb anyways. edibles are much more accessible to non-smorkers
and the elderly.

7/26/2016 1:42 PM

yes, sale of
edibles shou...

no, sale of
edibles shou...

I don't know
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12 not every person wants to or is abel to smoke 7/26/2016 1:35 PM

13 People get carried away 7/26/2016 1:33 PM

14 Absolutely not!! A lot of people seek treatment without having to smoke 7/26/2016 1:29 PM

15 some patients need to injest to get the benefits 7/26/2016 1:06 PM

16 edibles better tolerated by some 7/21/2016 9:52 AM

17 Edible formulations are absolutely essential elements in a cannabis treatment program. Not only will the future federal
framework provide guidelines other than prohibiting, they will probably acknowledge that eating cannabis is possibly
the most desirable method of administration. Fears of "marketing to.children" and "overly potent " products can be
handled through other aspects of the legislation.

7/20/2016 5:15 AM

18 Many people using medical marihuana either can not smoke or prefer not to smoke. Edibles are a integral part of any
medical marihuana dispensary.

7/19/2016 11:32 PM

19 Not all patients wish to smoke the medicine. They should have the edible option. 7/19/2016 6:11 PM

20 edibles are the cancer killers. 7/19/2016 5:41 PM

21 Edibles are an extemely important facet of the medical marihuana industry. 7/19/2016 5:14 PM

22 A lot of people using marihuana for medical purposes do not want to smoke or vapor; they may prefer edibles. 7/19/2016 5:11 PM

23 Many people needing it for medical reasons have a hard time smoking it and need to ingest it. It also helps in different
other ways than smoking. I absolutely believe edibles should also be sold. There really is a lot of people needing it as
medicine and should be available to them however they need it.

7/19/2016 2:26 PM

24 Yes, as long as there is some dosage regulations and labeling on all products with instructions. 7/19/2016 2:18 PM

25 Edibles are absolutely essential for medicinal consumptive purposes. Many people can not inhale smoke or vapour
and so should be able to ingest edibles as an alternative. Why would you limit the accessibility if the purpose of the
dispensery is to make the process easier?

7/19/2016 1:59 PM

26 Really? And tricky wording. 7/19/2016 10:25 AM

27 Some patients with COPD, lung cancer, or other respiratory conditions may not be able to smoke marijuana. I think
edibles should be allowed to be sold in Cumberland if they are legal to be sold elsewhere.

7/13/2016 7:52 PM

28 everyone and any one that wants medical marihuana can get a perscription even if they don't kneed it so we shouldn't
sell it in our village or we will be asking for big trouble with kids and adults smoking it anywhere and every where in
public

7/10/2016 10:48 AM

29 no Marihuana/marijuana period! go to a pharmacy 7/10/2016 10:44 AM

30 Pending Federal Regulations will likely stipulate these conditions. If the guidelines developed are unsuitable, this can
be modified through the appropriate channels. Ingestion is a far superior and healthier delivery mode than smoking.
Vaporization is personal choice, with unknown risks. Again there is no regulation for the testing of dispensary
products, carriers, etc.

7/8/2016 8:03 PM

31 Many people that need medical marihuana do not want to have to smoke 7/7/2016 2:26 PM

32 Why would you prohibit one and not the other? 7/7/2016 10:04 AM
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Q16 Do you have any other feedback?
Answered: 74 Skipped: 77

# Responses Date

1 I do not want a dispensary in town. Please do not turn us into Victoria or Toronto. Marijuana stinks; there is very little
research on the long term effects; there is little to nil regulation on the use in public; similar to second hand cigarette
smoke people will be exposed to second hand marijuana smoke; Doctors have not figured out how prescribe it
properly and often prescribe for the wrong reason; Marijuana provides relief to very specific medical and very few
mental health conditions; if prescribed for the wrong reason marijuana can exacerbate mental health symptoms.

8/1/2016 9:17 PM

2 Do we need this? Take a look around esp. in Vancouver. I have no problem with people using medical pot but I do
not want our downtown to turn into a dump. Three shops downtown? Plus legal rec pot in the future? How are you
going to regulate that? If it is medicine then treat it like medicine with trained people working in the dispensary which
looks like a clean, drug store. Chairs for the elderly and ill., privacy, Viha inspected, legal pot supply with inspected
quality, money trails which do not lead back to criminals. I don't think that you guys can manage it. Let the federal
government set out the regulations or let the mail customers continue to get their medical needs that way from legal
growers who pay taxes.

8/1/2016 5:50 PM

3 I believe I have made it quite clear that I do not feel that there should be a Medical Marihuana dispensary in
Cumberland.

7/31/2016 10:14 AM

4 Hopefully the federal government will have all the regulations in place when this legislation is passed and all safety
concerns taken care of ex.) Keeping it out of the hands of street dealers. Tough one.

7/28/2016 9:42 AM

5 I think the village should remove the word medical since the feds are planning on legalizing marijuana in the spring
and then there would need to redo this whole part.

7/28/2016 8:04 AM

6 I think it's a good idea. Maybe not 3 like the one question mentioned. It is much needed and would be helpful for those
who need this medication and save the drive to the larger cities.

7/26/2016 4:34 PM

7 Thank you for opening up this avenue for discussion on this topic! If the Valley gets a dispensary, I believe
Cumberland is the place for it.

7/26/2016 2:18 PM

8 This is a good venture that will help a lot of people in our community. Please do not confuse this with the forth coming
recreational use side of cannabis use.

7/26/2016 2:09 PM

9 I think marijuana dispensaries should be like pharmacies - clean, buds should be sealed or in closed containers. If it's
a properly run business - there should be no concern for elementary/jr. high kids.

7/26/2016 2:07 PM

10 I've seen proof that edibles are equal if not more beneficial and effective than smoking/ inhaling marijuana. Phoenix
tears research has proven many cases where it has helped and played a major role in fighting cancerous cells.

7/26/2016 2:01 PM

11 I would encourage council to look to the proposed regulations from Victoria as they are much more reasonable than
Vancouver's.

7/26/2016 1:52 PM

12 As a Cumberlander, I am very proud to live in a village that thinks and acts with an open mind. I appreciate the
opportunity to live in a progressing, positive and innovating community. Thanks!

7/26/2016 1:42 PM

13 mixed feelings - I know the pressure of having one or two will make it happen but I am concerned about the moral
decay. To me marihuana should be treated like any other drug but once a dispensary people think it is legal to do
whatever they want, even for medical. Marihuana shops will get an inch once that foot is in the door other things will
happen.

7/26/2016 1:33 PM

14 This will be a progressive and positive move. As both a resident and business owner My wife and I are in full support
of medical marijuana dispensaries.

7/26/2016 1:29 PM

15 marihuana should be made totally legal 7/26/2016 11:46 AM

16 Thankyou for doing this 7/21/2016 9:45 PM

17 I would think the dispensaries should close between 1:00 am and 7:00 am 7/21/2016 7:03 PM

18 you don't know how to spell Marijuana 7/21/2016 3:20 PM
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19 11: Sampling as happens in the liquor store with sales reps OK but would worry about greater consumption leading to
impairment, particularly for driving customers. 13: Would suggest RCMP have input into these requirements. As
purpose is "medical" something similar to parmacy regulations makes sense. 14: Security issues would depend on
hours open. Any business open late would be wise to have 2 employees on and other security in place. 15: Can't see
that form of product matters as long as strength, labeling etc. are regulated. As marihuana products are so available
already I don't have any concerns about opening medical dispensaries in the Village. It would be a convenience for
patients requiring these products and wishing to acquire them legally.

7/21/2016 9:52 AM

20 Medicinal marijuana has proven to be very helpful for many medical conditions. I am proud that a dispensary may
open in Cumberland. Thank you for considering this and taking the time to gather information in this survey.

7/21/2016 9:03 AM

21 I really hope that the potential opportunity for opening a dispensary in Cumberland happens as it is medicine that
should not be so hard to access, travel to Nanaimo for medicinal purposes also causes financial burden on many in
the Comox Valley and Other areas of the North Island

7/20/2016 11:37 PM

22 its the way of the future,pills kill,weed doesnt,and works alot better for pain and other diseases,get involved in helpin
people,plus income will help the community

7/20/2016 6:54 PM

23 Thank you for considering this. I feel we need to change the way people think about this plant completely. In a good
way of course!

7/20/2016 5:23 PM

24 I believe that putting a dispensary inside the Medical Centre would be a logical choice. Then one might acknowledge
that is medicinal. I am very opposed to a Dispensary being in a shopping/high traffic area.

7/20/2016 11:34 AM

25 Ive lived on a street with several legal grow ops. The smell is overwhelming. I would hate for sections of the village to
become undesirable from smells. And no ventilation doesn't work.

7/20/2016 10:13 AM

26 Congrats to Cumberland for considering. 7/20/2016 9:14 AM

27 I believe the sale of marijuana should be regulated like the sale of alcohol. Prevent the sale of the product to minors
and use common sense.

7/20/2016 8:42 AM

28 I feel I don't have enough knowledge on this subject. I did the survey to the best of my ability. I think we have a serious
drug problem herein Cumberland and I'm not sure if this will help it, or make it rapidly worse.

7/20/2016 7:09 AM

29 I will be curious to see how this would work as currently no doctors in the Comox Valley prescribe this substance. 7/20/2016 7:05 AM

30 There are hundreds, maybe thousands of minors who have been prescribed cannabis. Discussions of limiting access
to those 19+ should be focused on recreational lyrics focused businesses. Health Canada and our medical system
does not have an arbitrary 19+ restriction. If the local business is focused on a recreational or lounge type location,
then 19+ restrictions may be entirely reasonable. Such restrictions would be unheard of at a pharmacy or walk in
clinic. Creating 19+ restrictions on a location that provides access to a medicine that is prescribed to people of all ages
creates barriers to.access. Canadian courts continually uphold removing constraints on patient access.

7/20/2016 5:15 AM

31 Question 10 is two questions. If a person under 19 needs medical marihuana, then they should have access as
determined by their health care professionals. Advertising to minors in general should be an offense, straight across all
markets from McDonald's, Toy's R Us, and including prescription drugs, like marijuana.

7/19/2016 11:43 PM

32 I applaud Cumberland in it's progressive outlook on medical marihuana dispensaries. 7/19/2016 11:32 PM

33 be nice to see a town like this take the first step in chime reduction and help the people in need, 7/19/2016 11:23 PM

34 Please double check your sentence structure when creating questions - some were confusing. 7/19/2016 10:12 PM

35 Thanks! 7/19/2016 9:40 PM

36 A town this size should only require one dispensary and should not be located close to a liquor outlet 7/19/2016 8:26 PM

37 No dispencsaries 7/19/2016 8:19 PM

38 Watch the dealing activity on Dunsmuir on any given Friday evening, and iris evident that the drug trade in the village
is vibrant. Dispensaries will clean up Dodge

7/19/2016 7:50 PM

39 I think these should be allowed as they will get erase revenue for cumberland and provide a legitimate service to
people needing medicine

7/19/2016 7:44 PM

40 In Canada we have been dispensing several pharmaceuticals that have had bad effects on people, causing deleterious
health risks. It is finally time to accept that this natural herbal product is safe when used by people over 19.

7/19/2016 5:58 PM

41 My belief is that all drugs should be legal, available at a reasonable price, and sold by facilities that can access clean,
government tested products. This will keep profits out of the hands of criminals and keep users safe from the risk of
tainted drugs. My personal drugs of choice are coffee, alcohol and cannabis, but I don't understand the negative
attitudes to the use of other drugs.

7/19/2016 5:52 PM
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42 cannabis oil cured my cancer. 7/19/2016 5:41 PM

43 I would set some limit to the number dispensary in the village. This could be achieved by making a radius from each
other of 4+km thus limiting without having to make all sorts of other rules and regulations.

7/19/2016 5:18 PM

44 Every city should allow the legal sale of medical cannabis. It is medicine, it is our right. 7/19/2016 5:14 PM

45 I am not sure why criminal activity is a concern in the surroundings of a medical marihuana dispensary. Obviously the
customers are allowed to buy and they are registered as medical marihuana users. All other "marihuana users" can
not buy here. Are "alcohol users" considered to potentially cause crimes when they go to a licensed liquor store? It
only becomes criminal when it is considered illegal, I though medical marihuana was decriminalised.

7/19/2016 5:11 PM

46 Unfortunately this survey is skewed in favour of those who want to see marihuana openly sold (illegally) at a store.
There is no feedback allowed if you disagree with the bylaw. The obvious question that is missing is " Are you in
favour of delaying this bylaw pending the federal law changes?" This is simply trafficking in an illegal substance under
the guise of so called "medical" marihuana. The companies will find any excuse to sell anyone dope by justifying it for
medical reasons. Will you consider allowing unlicensed/unqualified pharmacists to operate in the village because that
is what is being proposed here.

7/19/2016 5:04 PM

47 I am happy to hear that this is a possibility in our community. Best wishes moving forward. 7/19/2016 3:59 PM

48 There are enough drug transactions happening in cumberland already .. This will promote more break ins and we will
continue to have no support from the police.

7/19/2016 3:55 PM

49 I have been in marijuana friendly cafés in New Brunswick, Toronto, and Vancouver. All of whixh had great food qnd
coffee, as well marijuana.

7/19/2016 3:39 PM

50 Nope, not at this time. 7/19/2016 3:36 PM

51 Way to go Cumberland! Long overdue 7/19/2016 3:29 PM

52 I think it's progressive that the Village is asking for feedback and I'm very impressed. This issue with dispensaries and
access is not going away and as a person with cancer who has felt the direct benefits of this natural plant I believe it
should be readily available for anyone that needs it whether they are sick or not. Thank you for considering this.

7/19/2016 2:26 PM

53 Lets do this! And can we also start spelling marijuana with a J? 7/19/2016 1:12 PM

54 A dispensary would be a good thing... People are having to order on line or drive to nanaimo. I do not however
endorse the dispensary model being the only way to obtain marijuana. Ideally growing your own... As in any other
medicinal herb, should be legal, as well as making your own products. Also adding a dispensary would certainly boost
the economy.

7/19/2016 10:25 AM

55 If it is a dispensery there will be no odour. they will not be growing it there 7/19/2016 9:36 AM

56 My Name is Paola Bridsgaard and I own a shop in Downtown Cumberland. I don't want a medical dispensary in the
Village of Cumberland. I feel that filling out the rest of this form is unnecessary. The Village of Cumberland that is
thriving with families, children, and youth is not a place to have a dispensary. Many other cities and towns on
Vancouver Island have declined to have dispensaries in their towns. Why would Cumberland want to? what would be
the benefit to the Village? If we want to be the first in something, this is not it. Thank you.

7/15/2016 11:07 AM

57 Cumberland doesn't need a weed shop. It will attract the wrong type of people. It will have a negative impact on our
youth and our down town.

7/13/2016 6:58 AM

58 I would hate to see a medical marajuana store on or around our Main Street shopping area. Put it in the medical
centre and then it maybe will really stay 'medical'.

7/12/2016 9:45 AM

59 As a medical doctor with an interest in addictions and following the sale and use of marijuana from both illegal
dispensaries and from legal sources I can confirm that the product sold in dispensaries is grown illegally .The money
from these sources goes back to criminal organisations . The control of these outlets and the effect they are going to
have on your community is unmeasurable . Endorsing an illegal activity promotes a negative attitude towards the Law
and the social rules that we all try and live by . Medical marijuana is available through legal producers that already
exist with a prescription from a doctor .

7/11/2016 11:33 AM

60 everyone and anyone that wants medical marihuana can get a perscription even if they don't kneed it. So we shouldn't
sell it in our village or we will be asking for big trouble with kids and adults smoking it anywhere and every where in
public. Even if they smoke it at home as a resident I don't feel I should have to keep my doors and windows closed so
the sickening smell doesn't come into my home form neighbours that smoke it.

7/10/2016 10:48 AM

61 I am totally against this proposal. We have pharmacy's which do a proper job already! Do NOT put this offensive
product closer to our Village. We have a large enough problem already!

7/10/2016 10:44 AM

62 Medicine should be sold by pharmacists 7/8/2016 9:20 PM
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63 A regulatory framework is right around the corner, likely less than a year away. An excellent description of the work in
progress can be found at the link provided on the Village webpage: Federal government’s move towards legalization
and regulation of marihuana. Is the temporary business licence revenue really going to outweigh the potential
unknowns? Why would Cumberland consider antagonizing our local law enforcement by allowing illegal activities
when we need their assistance more than ever with the current (escalating) petty crime situation? I do not want a cent
of my tax dollars spent on further flyers, open houses, questionnaires, reports to council, meetings, deliberation or
other time wasted. And certainly none for the future administration of activities which remain illegal during this interim
period. Regulating illegal dispensaries is simply out of scope for Cumberland governance. Imminent Federal regulation
will allow for full traceability of the product that will be available in the recreational marketplace, accountability of its
source ie: supplied from licenced, regulated and monitored growers/processors, along with development of appropriate
quality, security and personal and public safety measures. Don’t be fooled by the “denial of medicine” argument. Legal
avenues exist for patients with the appropriate documentation from a healthcare provider to access medical cannabis
under the currently enacted MMPR and under the temporarily grandfathered licencing under the repealed MMAR, so
no-one with a medical need is being deprived or denied access while the legislation is in flux. Lastly, if a proponent
supports their application to open a dispensary in Cumberland by referencing adherence to the Canadian Association
of Medical Cannabis Dispensaries (CAMCD) guidelines (to give Cumberland some assurance of compliance with
standards in the absence of regulation), they should be reminded the CAMCD states in their Required Organizational
Practices (Standard VII.2.a) and in the Certification Standards for Medical Cannabis Dispensaries (2nd Edition) that
dispensaries will operate in compliance with all applicable municipal, provincial/territorial and federal regulations. So
that means, storefronts are not permitted until the Federal regulations are amended. Until regulation is in place
governing storefront retail provision of marijuana, the prudent and lawful path is to reject dispensary applications and
any groundwork required to “regulate” them. It is neither in the interests of Village residents nor conducive to a
productive working relationship with local authorities to sanction an illegal activity. This survey was poorly designed.
Too many questions with “IDK” as the only possible answer. It makes your respondent seem like they don’t care or
haven’t done their homework enough to have a properly informed opinion. I do appreciate that comments have been
solicited in a format alternate to the Open House scheduled on a date I cannot attend. I hope that I have provided
some useful information for your consideration.

7/8/2016 8:03 PM

64 Limiting access to 19yo does not seem appropriate if it is a MEDICAL marijuana dispensary because teens with
legitimate prescriptions should be able to access their medications. I am unsure if it is possible to mandate they be
accompanied by a guardian or not.

7/8/2016 4:56 PM

65 Thanks, 2016. It's about time... 7/8/2016 2:12 PM

66 Medical Marhuana dispensaries should not be aloud in Cumberland until the federal government has passed
legislation approving it.

7/7/2016 4:38 PM

67 I think that a dispensary in Cumberland is an opening for many more problems. is there going to be a police office
beside it and who is going to regulate it?

7/7/2016 3:01 PM

68 Go Cumberland Go 7/7/2016 2:26 PM

69 While I do not object to the personal or medical use of marijuana, I am of the opinion that Cumberland is far too small
a community to be hosting dispensaries. I've already got enough odour problems with the multiple grow-ops (both
licensed and illegal) in my immediate surrounding area, and in my opinion adding a local dispensary in the Village of
Cumberland isn't going to help that.

7/7/2016 11:43 AM

70 Spacing between dispensaries might not be as important as a general limit on the number of dispensaries that can
obtain temp use permits. Also, it would be important to make sure these temp use permits can be revoked in the event
there are violations of any conditions (or a strict outline of how violations will handled).

7/7/2016 9:54 AM

71 I think dispensaries should be regulated similar to liquor stores. I don't see the difference between selling one drug or
the other - alcohol or marijuana.

7/7/2016 9:51 AM

72 This is such a progressive step for Cumberland. Make it so. 7/6/2016 7:06 PM

73 Granted that our federal government may ultimately elect to decriminalise the use and/or sale of marijuana, our federal
government also currently accepts the existence of other socially-corrosive activities such as usurious 'payday'
lending, pawnshops, and gambling establishments. Are these the general class of businesses which Village Council
now proposes to have within our downtown core? If you have your heart set on allowing this land use, for goodness
sake put it in the industrial area, away from school-children's walking routes. Zoning is the correct tool for this
placement. Please bear in mind: not all legal activities are beneficial activities. Cumberland used to argue for smart
growth. Is this smart? And how does it help us grow in a sustainable manner?

7/6/2016 6:24 PM

74 I found question 5 interesting. Is that an indication that 200 m. is now the requirement for liquor outlets? Because I
think it should be more for them as well.

7/6/2016 11:07 AM
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Village of Cumberland - Open House – July 19, 2016 

Medical Marihuana Dispensaries 

Comments: 

The area for dispensaries is too limited. I live behind the old bank now/ now veterinary business and am 

looking into it for a business venture.  I know I qualify for everything except the zoning.  Like the old 

saying “If you can’t beat it, join it.” 

 

Before or after it is federally legal?  There is a marihuana trade in town now.  People pay criminals who 

give it to anyone who has the money regardless of age.  Soon, provincially licensed trades people will 

produce and sell marihuana.  People will pay them.  If it is medicine, sell it in the pharmacies.  IT has 

some benefits for pain control and other medical features; however, it has negative effects as well as 

lethargy, dullness and low work ethic.  Why is the Village giving so much support to this type of business 

and not promoting industry – manufacturing, mining, farming vegetables, making things people need.  

The only things people using pot can do for work is art.  You cant safely watch babies, work in industry 

or social services.  I am disappointed people are willing to have Cumberland known as a Village 

supporting medical marihuana.  Regarding land use – so two at least downtown, where businesses work 

on attracting families and tourists...  Why not in industrial spots?  Why so close to schools?  What will 

cost of additional policing be to the Village?  Let’s think productively – how can we support other 

businesses? 

 

I would like to see any bylaw err on the side of caution/concern with fairly strict regulations until the 

federal legislation becomes clear.  IT is always easier to start with strict regulations and then ease them 

as time goes by.  I would prefer to see the dispensaries in the industrial areas of town (near new bike 

shop on the way into town) than in the downtown core.  This could help avoid the proliferation of 

dispensaries that Victoria has seen (Quadra village and Chinatown). Can we only allow non-profit 

dispensaries?  Ones focused on healthy communities, not simply profit? 

 

Both myself and my wife are in full support of medical marijuana dispensaries in Cumberland.  We 

support this as both residents and business owners.  I am a beneficiary of medical marijuana.  We both 

support edibles as well as ointments, tinctures etc. as being available too.  



 

I think that odor control (air filtration) should only be “as required”/  The bylaw officer or staff would 

require installation of filtration only if complaints/ odors were evident.  Edibles should be allowed.  They 

are a very important part of medical marijuana.  

 

Medical marihuana is explicitly a medicine; it is by law supposed to be dispensed by prescription.  The 

proper place for this activity is a licensed pharmacy with a credentialed pharmacist.  Medical and 

recreation marihuana are two separate things, legally and should therefore be regulated separately.  

 

Part of the regulation should allow marihuana to be grown in small amounts for personal use – as is 

down with home kits for beer and wine.  Legal sales remove the profit from criminals.  Tax levels 

shouldn’t force sales underground.  Don’t create a black market! 

 

I appreciate that issue is being taken seriously and being given an opportunity to happen.  I see this as a 

huge opportunity for both the residents of Cumberland as well as the Village as a whole.  The overall 

health benefits are real, and will improve the lives of many residents.  The Village will reap many 

benefits including more visitors, more money being spent, increased money for licensing fees, taxes etc.  

It’s a win win! 

 

I think Cumberland is a perfect spot for the Valley to open a marihuana dispensary.  I appreciate the 

conditions proposed and think it is better to be involved and legislated than rogue shops popping up.  I 

also feel that people who require marihuanna should be able to access edibles, so they have options 

rather smoking it.  I think that 2 people working is a bit much but I understand.  Perhaps the criminal 

record check is a bit much as well? 

 

I support having a medical marihuana dispensary in the Village Core mixed zone area in Cumberland. 

 

I think if Cumberland goes through the process and “hoops” to move forward on this issue then it would 

be a real disappointment to NOT have medicinal marijuana available to those that need it and want it.  I 

fully back the idea of including dispensaries in Cumberland business district with edibles included.  

 



Med marihuana sales are very similar to the sale of private liquor – lots of lessons can be learned.  Good 

for Cumberland to be on the vanguard of the issue.  It is important to allow edibles to be available for 

sale.  IT seems reasonable to limit the number of dispensaries to one or two.  Must be aware that future 

policies may make marihuana available at liquor stores or corner stores and the market would be 

crowded.  Would rather have dispensaries than more private liquor stores or “money marts”. 

 

I think it’s a great idea to allow dispensaries in Cumberland.  I have witnessed many cancer patients 

suffering from serious pain, a pain that would otherwise be medicated by hard pharmaceuticals with 

highly addictive and destructive properties.  I think it would be interesting to give permits that don’t 

have a “create dispensaries before x date” expiry.  To create a high quality and professional dispensary 

the owner would perhaps want to hold off on construction until the federal gov’t makes dispensaries 

legal.  This would avoid making “shotty or “seedy” looking dispensaries.   

 

I 100% support licensing a dispensary in Cumberland.  Not only will a legal cannabis retail business offer 

support for residents of the Comox valley seeking alternative forms of medication/treatment for 

ailments such as cancer, anxiety, skin and muscle conditions, joint pain, seizures, the list goes on – it will 

also being jobs and encourage the local economy.  This is something that I feel is important for 

Cumberland’s image and values.  That being said, I am overjoyed that the Village is looking to license a 

cannabis business.  Creating a conversation about cannabis and opening avenues to allow for proper 

regulation is exactly what those of us in this industry are itching for.  We want to be regulated.  We want 

to pay taxes (and we do!).  We want to be able to offer cannabis products to those over 19 & not risk 

being arrested.  My biggest concerns are the industrialization of this industry.  I think if Cumberland is 

going to have a dispensary it should be, like many of the businesses here, a business which supports and 

helps to grow the local economy and is run by local people.  I own and operate internetdispensary.com 

– an online cannabis dispensary and I am a resident of the Comox Valley.  AS someone who grew up in 

the Valley, I am passionate about supporting the Valley’s residents and also maintaining the unique 

culture and economy that the Valley and particularly Cumberland, represents.  I want to thank the 

Village for pursuing this and welcome any suggestions you may have for those of us working to 

legitimize this industry going forward.   




