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Agenda 

Monday February 6, 2017 at 5:45pm 

Council Chambers 
 

1. Call to Order  

2. Approval of Agenda 

3. Approval of the Minutes  

a) January 3, 2016 

4. Referrals from Council: 

a) Letter from Ron Hansen 

b) Heritage Tax Credit Proposed Bill C-323 

5. Commission Activities Report -2016:  Report from the Chair (at the meeting) 

6. Work Plan for 2017:  Commission discussion of Member’s three priorities based 

on the Heritage Management Plan 

7. Next Meeting Monday March 6, 2017 5:45 pm. 

8. Termination 



   

 

Corporation of the  
Village of Cumberland 

Heritage  
Commission  

 

Minutes of the Heritage Commission held on Monday January 3, 2017 in Council chambers located 

at 2675 Dunsmuir Avenue, Cumberland BC.  The meeting commenced at 5:45pm. 

PRESENT: Mike Tymchuk, Chair  

Alan Ball, Secretary 

Gillian Brooks 

Karen Webber 

Mary Kornelsen 

COUNCIL AND STAFF   Councillor Gwyn Sproule 

Councillor Jesse Ketler  

Judith Walker, Senior Planner 

Joanne Rees, Planner 

  
 

1.   Approval of Agenda 

Webber/Kornelson:  “THAT the agenda is approved as presented.” 

 CARRIED  

2.   Approval of Minutes 

Ball/Sproule:  “THAT the minutes of the meeting held November 7, 2016 be approved as 

corrected.” 

 CARRIED 

3. Referrals from Council: 

a) 2016-04-DV Ferdinandi 

Brooks/Webber:  “THAT the Advisory Planning Commission receive the report 

“Development Variance Permit Application – 2613 Dunsmuir Avenue” dated 

December 23, 2016.” 

  CARRIED 

Ms. Rees gave a brief outline of the application. 

The Commission discussed the newly adopted Heritage Management Plan which 

included the subject property to be added to a Cumberland Heritage Registry.  The 

Commission decided that given that the property was not yet designated, that this 

application be referred back to Council and the Advisory Planning Commission until 

such time as any Heritage designation was made.  

Moved/Seconded:  “THAT with regard to the Variance request for property 

described as Lot 37, District Lot 24, Nelson District, Plan 13640 (2613 Dunsmuir 

Avenue), the Heritage Commission returns the referral to Council as they believe it 

is outside the Commission’s scope of interest.” 



 CARRIED 

b) Stop of Interest Signs  

Webber/Sproule:  THAT the Heritage Commission received the report dated January 

3, 2017 regarding the Stop of Interest Signage.” 

 CARRIED 

The Commission decided that the Village and the Mine workings and infrastructure 

over all constituted “A Stop of Historical interest”.   

Ball/Sproule:  “THAT the Heritage Commission recommends to Council that the 

Province be approached to designate the Town of Cumberland (now Village) and its 

now defunct mines as of significant interest to provincial history having been 

owned, in part, by a former premier of BC and key to the early economic 

development of the Province.” 

 CARRIED 

4. Old Business 

a) Heritage Management Plan 

The Chair, referred to the Heritage Management plan and called for input with 

respect to projects for the coming year.  He pointed out that in order to reach most 

objectives additional staff time and financial resources would be required. It was 

noted some of the objectives could not be embarked upon by the Commission 

without prior permission of Council under its mandates.  

b) Work Plan for 2017 

The Chair asked the Commission to highlight three priorities for consideration at the 

next meeting for inclusion in the proposals for the upcoming year to add to the 

report he would be sending to Council on the efforts of the past year.  

5. Next Meeting  

February 6, 2017 5:45pm. 

6. Termination 

Ball:  “THAT the meeting terminate.”  Time:  6:50pm 

Certified Correct: 

 

 

Alan Ball 

Recording Secretary 

Confirmed: 

 

 

Mike Tymchuk 

Chair 
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File: Heritage Tax Credit: Bill C-323 

Date: January 31, 2017 

To: Cumberland Heritage Commission 

From: Judith Walker, Senior Planner  

Re: Heritage Tax Credit - Bill C-323: Referral from Council 

This report provides a brief background for the Heritage Commission in their discussion on the proposed 

new legislation, Heritage Tax Credit Bill C-323.  The following is from the Heritage BC website, regarding the 

proposed bill: 

On December 6, Peter van Loan, Conservative critic for Canadian Heritage and 

National Historic Sites, introduced a Private Member’s Bill for the rehabilitation of 

historic buildings in Canada. Designed to support those who invest in our cultural 

heritage, this Bill will have the potential to encourage rehabilitation of properties in 

the Canadian Register of Historic Places. 

In a press release, Mr. van Loan said, “By maintaining historic buildings and 

undertaking costly heritage renovations, citizens undertake a considerable private 

burden from which we all benefit, through the preservation of our past. This Bill 

seeks, in a small way, to provide some support for them for the considerable 

investment they make on behalf of all of us by restoring their heritage properties.” 

“This is good news,” says Jenifer Iredale, Heritage BC director. “The heritage 

community in Canada has been asking for years for a tax credit such as that in the 

US - to encourage owners of heritage buildings to rehabilitate rather than 

demolish. Tax credits in the US have been critical to preservation, rehabilitation and 

adaptive re-use of historic buildings there. A tax credit in Canada would be nothing 

less than brilliant!” 

 

Council has referred the request from Heritage BC to support the proposed bill, to the Heritage Commission 

for a recommendation to Council.  The template letter provided by Heritage BC is below. 

  



Template Letter: 

 

DATE 

 

YOUR MP  

INSIDE ADDRESS 

 

Dear YOUR MP,  

 

We are writing to express our support for Bill C-323: An Act to Amend the Income Tax Act 

(Rehabilitation of Historic Property). 

 

This private members Bill, tabled on December 1, 2016, is inspired by the successful US Federal 

Historic Tax Credit Program, the outcome of which resulted in hundreds of thousands of housing 

units, many for low/moderate income families. 

 

In Canada, Bill C-323 has the potential of achieving the same success, widely affecting property 

owners and developers, the construction industry, and positively impacting the economy, job 

creation and environmental issues.  

 

Bill C-323 includes the creation of: 

- A 20% tax credit on eligible costs for rehabilitation work done to designated historic places 

(commercial & owner-occupied residential); 

- An accelerated Capital Cost Allowance (25%/50%/25%) for eligible capitalized costs incurred 

under the same conditions of the tax credit (commercial only). 

 

These two tax measures would transform the economic fundamentals for renewing historic places, 

and will encourage building conservation of every size and type, from landmark commercial 

buildings to modest homes. Examples in your constituency include: 

1. (INSERT NAMES AND LOCATIONS OF BUILDINGS IN YOUR CONSTITUENCY THAT COULD 

BENEFIT FROM THE NEW TAX CREDIT.) 

2. 

3. 

  

There are many examples of the significant financial impact of heritage conservation: 

- Studies show building rehabilitation generates upwards of 21% more jobs, including skilled 

jobs, then the same investment in new construction.  

- Building renewal and re-use capitalizes on materials and energy already invested, reduces 

construction and demolition waste, and avoids environmental impact associated with new 

development.  A recent study shows that it takes from 10 to 80 years for a new “green” 

building to make up for the negative climate change impacts of its construction.  

- The Commercial Heritage Properties Incentive Fund (CHPIF), a Canada-wide pilot program 

(2003 - 2008), was designed to test the benefit of a heritage tax credit. The results were 

impressive: federal contributions of $21.5 million supporting 49 projects leveraged over 8 

times more in private sector investment ($177.2 million).  



- The new tax credit program will be supported with tools already in place, such as the Canadian 

Register of Historic Places, which continues to be populated with designated heritage 

properties, and nationally-adopted heritage conservation standards.  

 

As the significant impact of this Bill will be felt in our own community, as well as nationally, we 

urge you to support Bill C-323: An Act to Amend the Income Tax Act (Rehabilitation of Historic 

Property). 

 

Thank you for your consideration of this important issue.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

YOUR NAME 

 

cc    National Trust of Canada, Ottawa 

 Heritage BC, Vancouver 
 

 


