
Late Item 4.1.1 

 

 

March 12, 2017 

 

TO COUNCIL 

 

RE: DEVELOPMENT VARIANCE APPLICATION DUNSMUIR AVENUE 

 

 

The process is broken. 

 

Council has passed bylaws such as the Building Bylaw, the Municipal Ticketing Bylaw 

as well as creating a policy for citizens to complain about bylaw contraventions.  Council 

has hired a bylaw enforcement officer. 

 

The planner’s report states that stop work orders were posted since no permit was 

obtained nor inspections had or have been done.  It is silent on whether there was an 

electrical permit obtained.  Tickets were issued but not served on the owners. Who 

stopped the Bylaw Officer from doing his job? 
 

The policy regarding complaints about bylaw contraventions leaves the complaining up 

to citizens.  Once a complaint is received by the Village, the Village investigates. 

Citizens expect that if their complaint is valid that the Village will actually enforce its 

own bylaws especially where the complaint shows continued disregard for the processes 

required for building in Cumberland.   Why were the bylaws not enforced? 

 

Why after one and a half years of non-enforcement and non-compliance did the 

owners apply for this variance?  Who advised them that it would be appropriate? 

Yes any one can apply but it is presumed they would be in compliance prior to their 

application rather than as a solution to non-enforcement of our bylaws.  I doubt the 

applicant thought this up himself. 

 

The law also allows the Village to register a Bylaw Contravention Notice on the title to 

the property. Why was this not done? 

 

It is wrong to continue to allow people not to obtain the proper permits.  The Council 

should not reward them with variance for all that has been done or proposed to be done 

without compliance to the laws already broken. 

 

 

I have further concerns that a council member may be in conflict due to the relationship 

with the applicant and his family.  I remember Mayor Bates excusing himself from a 

development permit application due to the applicant being a close supporter of his during 

the election. 

 



Please vote no and begin enforcing our bylaws and policies and not rewarding citizens for 

breaking our laws. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Kate Greening 


