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Wastewater Advisory Committee
Minutes, Meeting #12

Thursday, September 7th at 1 p.m.

Council Chambers

267

3 Dunsmuir Avenue
P.O. Box 340

Cumberland, BC VOR 1S0
Telephone: 250-336-2291

Fax: 250-336-2321
cumberland.ca

File No. 0540-20

Invitees
Name Representing Present?
Matt Ishoy Chair, Public member at Large Y
Ken Barth Public member at large Y
Dennis Cassin Public member at large Y
Vig Schulman Public member at large N
Mike Tymchuk Public member at large, Alternate Chair Y
Anya Macleod Public member at large Y
Sean Sullivan, Council Representative Y
Jesse Ketler Alternate Council Representative N
Nicole Rempel K’omoks First Nation N
Sundance Topham Chief Administrative Officer Y
Rob Crisfield Manager of Operations Y
Paul Nash LWMP Project Coordinator Y
Larry Sawchyn TetraTech, Technical Consultant N
Troy Vassos Troy David Vassos Inc. Y
Dave Cherry Vancouver Island Health Authority N

Item, Time | Description Owner
12.1 Call to Order, Approval of Agenda Chair
1:00-1:05 Meeting was called to order at 1:05
Approval of Agenda — Moved Anya, seconded Mike,
Carried
12.2 Approval of Minutes, Business Arising Chair
1:05-1:15 e Review of Minutes
o No Amendments made
o Adoption — moved Dennis, seconded Shawn,
Carried




e Review of Action list and Parking Lot
o Paul explained that some of the items, such as
phosphorus and wetlands are now in progress as
part of the study program. Update to be provided
at next meeting
e Business Arising

None
12.3 MoE update Troy
1:15-1:35 e New strategy relating to existing Wastewater Permit —
intention to meet these outstanding conditions first
e MWR registration not required at this time
e Question from Anya about why this was approach was
not considered earlier? In the discussion it was noted
that;
o Itisvery unusual for a permit to have these
“future conditions”
o The LWMP process is all about developing a long
term solution to wastewater, and the Permit,
because of the limited allowable flow, is only a
short term one. Eventually, full MWR compliance
will be required
o The Clean Water and Wastewater Fund was an
opportunity to solve the long term needs and
achieve MWR compliance, while the Permit gave
authorization to build the works
o The Permit allows a phased approach
o This will be summarized in a Technical Memo in
November
124 Phased Approach (Verbal Update) Paul
1:35-1:45

e Why we are pursuing this
o The Permit is the only way to do a “partial”
solution. To find a lower cost option that is within
Cumberland’s borrowing capacity
e Permitting aspects
o The Permit has already authorized the works
e Funding aspects
o Objective is to have a lower cost option that is
within Cumberland’s borrowing capacity.
e Question from Ken about wastewater using all the
borrowing capacity and leaving none for other projects.
In the response from Sundance, it was noted that;
o The decision about how to allocate funds, or
borrowing to competing priorities is one for
Council to make.
o The mandate of the WAC is only for wastewater,
and to develop the wastewater options




12.5 LWMP update — Summer 2017 — What we have learned (Verbal Paul
1:45-2:30 | Update)
e Environmental Monitoring — good news about Maple

Lake Creek and Phosphorus

o Paul and Troy explained that MLC is doing a
great job of removing phosphorus from the
effluent. Not quite enough to reach the
0.005mg/L in the Trent, but not too far off. If
we do phosphorus removal at the lagoons, the
result at the Trent should be even lower

o Question from Matt about the Phosphorus —if
the MLC and Trent systems have adapted to it,
why make the change and remove it? Answer
— the regulations are explicit that we have to.

e Treatment Options — revisiting the “enhanced Lagoon”
option.

o This was discarded for the CWWF funding
application but is back on the table a potential
low cost, and phased, option.

e Discharge Options — the new “wetland distribution”
option

o Troy explained the concept of using the
reclaimed water to maintain the existing
wetland area to the north of the lagoons. This
is being considered as a new Discharge
Option.

e Question from Matt about the reed bed —can it be
made an “optional” part of any treatment option? In
discussion it was noted that it performs several
functions, and achieves some of the aspirational goals
of the WAC’s evaluation system, but none of them
are required by regulation. If appropriate, it will be
developed as an optional extra for the Treatment
Options to be presented in November.

Break Anya had to leave the meeting at 2:30 for a prior commitment
2:30-2:40
12.6 LWMP Workplan for Fall 2017 (Verbal Update) Paul
2:40-3:10 e Concluding environmental studies

e Concluding treatment and discharge Studies

e Wastewater collection — Comox Lake area, stormwater

e Resource Recovery options — reclaimed, water, heat,

carbon sequestration, etc

12.7 LWMP Roadmap for Fall 2017 (Verbal Update) Paul
3:10-3:20

e Decisions to be made by WAC
e Meeting schedule for November ;
o Next meeting Nov 2 — evaluate Discharge and
Treatment Options




o Open House Nov 23 — present evaluation

o WAC meeting Nov 30 — consider feedback, make
final Recommendation

o Council meeting Dec 11 — consider
Recommendation

11.8 Parking Lot, Action list and Wrap Up Paul
3:20-3:30
119 Next Meeting — Thursday, November 2 — 9:00 AM — 4:00 PM Chair
3:30 Adjournment

Motion to adjourn — moved Mike, seconded Dennis
3:30-3:45 Public Q&A — there were no members of the public present Chair
4:00-5:00 Site Tour — Wastewater Lagoons and proposed marsh Paul

distribution area.

Despite the rain, several committee members accompanied Paul
and Troy to the lagoons.




