
Public Feedback received between January 11 noon – Monday January 14 9am  

 

 

 

 

 

 

From:  

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 2:29 PM 
To: Planning <Planning@cumberland.ca> 
Subject: Parking 

 

Hi,  

I’m just wanting to share my concerns over the lack of parking on Dunsmuir 
avenue and the building at 2727 Dunsmuir that won’t be providing 
parking for all of the proposed suites.   

I have lived on Dunsmuir ave for the last 8 years, it has changed a lot in that 
time frame.  It is already hard to find parking on Dunsmuir in the summer 
and at peak times during the day.   

Where will the residents of this building park?  On Dunsmuir ave and side 
streets?  If this is the case, where will people visiting Cumberland park?  

 

Thanks,  

Katie Lovely  
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Robin Sutmoller  
Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 3:04 PM 
To: Planning <Planning@cumberland.ca> 
Cc: Home   
Subject: RE 2727 Dunsmuir Variance applications 
 
To Cumberland Council and the Planning department 
 
As a resident of an adjacent property to 2727 Dunsmuir , I strenuously object to the awarding of 
the proposed variance permits.  Although increased population density in the Village is a laudable goal as set out 
in the OCP, in this case it comes at too high a sacrifice. 
 
Parking: 
The artist’s beautiful renditions of the proposed building’s elevations omit the line of cars on Dunsmuir which will 
perpetually be parked out front; the developer may claim that the residents will not own cars, or will park them 
elsewhere, and this may be true to an extent; however, it is delusional to believe that the residents of 26 
residential units (and their visitors) will not clog the available street parking in the area.  Parking in front of our 
house on 3rd Street is already an ongoing challenge with the frequent visitors to Seed’s Grocery; this situation will 
be an order of magnitude worse.  At a vey minimum the developer should be required to finish curbs and 
sidewalks, landscaping, and demarcated parking along 3rd Street between Dunsmuir and Derwent and along both 
sides of Derwent between 2nd and 3rd Streets. 
 
Heritage: 
I claim no expertise in historical architecture, but I know what I like, and it is not the monstrosity planned across 
my back alley.  A few planks of varnished wood on the facade does not compensate for the absence of any gables 
and the excessive height (despite being within zoning requirements).  With the strength of the housing market in 
our Village, I question any claim that the project’s viability depends on such high density.  Why not sprinkle the 
plan with a few 2 or 3 bedroom units suitable for families, adequate secure storage for recreational items like skis 
and bicycles, a plan for adequate parking, cut it down by one story (or at least put a gabled roof on it), and accept 
that what we want in this Village is high-quality, pleasant living spaces, not shear density at any cost. 
 
On hot summer evenings we enjoy our open bedroom window which overlooks the alleyway separating us from 
this proposed development.  At 2 am, even on weekdays, we are routinely awakened by raucous revellers on 
Dunsmuir; I would prefer a building for families be built than 26 units of bachelor suites. 
 
Every negotiable point with this development should be seen as an opportunity to extract the maximum possible 
benefit for the village; otherwise, frankly, professional people like me, with a history of charitable donation ($10k 
to the water park, $300k to the CCFS) will choose to move, no longer viewing my quality of life here as worth the 
18 years of commuting.  To just give away the approval on these applications without extracting real concession 
from the developer (either in terms of infrastructure or an alteration of the development’s height, aesthetics, or 
density) would be a lost opportunity. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Robin Sutmoller 
 
 

 



 
 

From: Neil Borecky   
Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 2:48 PM 
To: Planning <Planning@cumberland.ca> 
Subject: 2727 Dunsmuir Avenue 

 

Dear Council and Staff,  

 

 

 

I, like numerous residents of Cumberland I have spoken to,  have grave concerns over the 
development variance being sought for 2727 Dunsmuir Avenue ( 2018-01-HAP & 2018-
03-DV ). It is my understanding that only five spaces will be allocated for 24 suites. Given 
that the location downtown Cumberland, is an already congested area, I question the 
wisdom and rationale for removing 18 parking spots. It will only create more bedlam in the 
area. The resulting overflow will negatively impact businesses along Dunsmuir as well as 
the surrounding residents. I would like to note that I'm a somewhat impartial observer to 
this, as I live 2 streets over on Allen Avenue and not immediately adjacent to this 
development. 

 

It is optimistic of this development that perhaps 18  tenants (or 36 in case of double-
occupancy) will be riding bicycles or walking to and fro, however it is entirely unrealistic to 
believe that each suite will have less than one car. Please strongly consider against this 
granting this variance as it seeks to push the development costs onto the community as a 
whole, and the one time payment in lieu of these spaces will not account for the additional 
congestion that 18 more parked vehicles will add to the main street. (How many can 
currently park there during the day now? It's already difficult to find parking for visitors!) 
The costs to the residents and businesses of the village will be both tangible and 
intangible. There doesn't seem to be any reasonable rationale given for the requested 
variance other than it will impact the bottom line of this development. 

 

Yours truly,  

 

Neil Borecky 

 

. 
 

 

 

 

 

Neil Borecky, M.Sc. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Lois Harris  

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 4:14 PM 
To: Planning <Planning@cumberland.ca> 
Subject: 2727 Derwent Ave. variance request. 

 

It has come to my attention that the developers of the above mentioned property have 
requested 5 parking spaces for the 24 units in their development. 

 

As remarkable as it may seem, parking is at a premium on Derwent Ave, in the 
downtown core. 

 

The developer should be expected to provide an equal number of parking spaces for 
each of its units. Cumberland may be a very walkable community but that doesn't 
mean that the tenants of these units will not own vehicles that need to be parked 
somewhere.  

 

I would strongly urge council to require the developer to provide 24 parking spots for 
the development proposed for 2727 Derwent Ave. 

 

Would you please pass this onto council. 

 

Thank you for the time and consideration given this matter.  

 

Lois Harris. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Cooks Restaurant  

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 3:26 PM 
To: Planning <Planning@cumberland.ca> 
Subject: 2727 Dunsmuir Street 

 

Hello, 

 

We at COOKS Restaurant (Jacob Galbraith and Christopher Matthews) have been made 
aware of the proposed development at 2727 Dunsmuir and would like to share our 
concerns as business owners. Our primary issue is related to the proposed variance 
to the parking requirements. The proposed amount of parking spaces for the amount 
of residences is simply not adequate, and will result in a burdensome amount of 
vehicles being parked in the area around the building. As the commercial side of the 
village continues to grow we should be finding ways to solve the issue of having 
adequate parking for our visitors and citizens. Allowing a variance in this situation 
would be counter productive. Alternative development plans should be explored that 
would not shift the burden of housing all of these vehicles from the developers to the 
public. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Jacob and Christopher 

 




