Corporation of the
Village of Cumberland

Heritage
Committee

Agenda
Monday, November 1, 2021, 5:30 p.m.
Council Chambers, 2675 Dunsmuir Avenue, Cumberland, BC
1.

Welcome to new members

2.

Election of Committee Secretary

3.

Approval of the Agenda

4.

Approval of the Minutes: August 16, 2021

5.

Old Business / Business Arising from the Minutes
5.1

6.

Additional contacts for Statements of Significance - Waverley Hotel, Cumberland
Community Church

New Business
6.2

Overview of Village Tools to Protect Heritage
▪
▪
▪

6.3

Heritage Management Plan
Community Heritage Register and Statements of Significance
Heritage Conservation Area Guidelines, and Heritage Alteration Permit

Committee Work Plan for 2022 (2020 plan attached for information)

7.

Next Meeting: Monday, December 6, 5:30pm

8.

Adjournment

Heritage
Committee

Corporation of the
Village of Cumberland
Minutes
Monday, August 16, 2021, 5:30 p.m.
2675 Dunsmuir Avenue
PRESENT:

Meaghan Cursons
Hugh McLean
Lois Harris

STAFF:

Karin Albert, Senior Planner

REGRETS:

Marianne Bell
Roddy Handa, Architect
Brendan Lawlor, Designer
and representatives of the Postmark Group

APPLICANT:

1.

Call to Order

2.

Approval of the Agenda

Councillor Gwyn Sproule
Lena McCliesh
Reo Prendergast

Harris/McLean: “THAT the agenda of August 16, 2021 be approved”.
CARRIED
3.

Approval of the Minutes
McLean/Cursons: “THAT the minutes of May 3, 2021 be approved.”
CARRIED

4.

Old Business / Business Arising from the Minutes
None.

5.

New Business
5.1

Statements of Significance – Waverley Hotel and Cumberland Community
Church
Elana Zysblat, heritage consultant, reviewed the process of researching and
writing Statements of Significance.
Elana is relying on Committee members for local knowledge and contact
information of people who can share information and stories of the tangible and
intangible cultural, social and historic values of the Waverley Hotel and the
Cumberland Community Church.

Committee members to provide any contacts they may have to Elana and Karin.
5.2

Council Referral
Heritage Alteration Permit and Variance Applications – 2714 Dunsmuir Ave

McLean/McCliesh
THAT the Heritage Committee receive the “Heritage Alteration Permit and Variance
Application – 2714 Third Street (2021-02-HAP)” report.
CARRIED
DISCUSSION:
Senior Planner introduced application.
Architect presented variance requests and building designs.
Variance of rear setback to lane from 4.5 m to 1.5 m:
•

Upon reviewing turning radius into garage, applicant decided to withdraw this
variance request.

Variance of parking requirement down
•
•
•

Applicant providing 14 spaces on site. Seeking to vary the remainder (up to 16,
depending on what uses will inhabit the commercial spaces). Difficult to fit all
required spaces on the lot.
Parking cash-in-lieu an option for applicant. Reducing requirement means no cashin-lieu due.
Parking requirement in Zoning Bylaw for apartments is low. One space regardless of
number of bedrooms.

Variance of special designation
•
•
•
•

Special designations for disabled persons and pregnant women or persons with
young children will be considered by Accessibility Committee.
Requirement of one space for a recreational vehicle or tour bus not relevant.
Electric vehicle spaces important.
Applicant: Multi-park system can be retrofitted with electrical plug-ins at later time.

Heritage Conservation Area guidelines
•
•

•
•

Indoor courtyard not for residents but associated with adjacent commercial
space.
Discussion around roof line and whether pitched or flat or cornice lines would fit
in better. Existing buildings on Dunsmuir are a mix of pitched and flat roofs with
and without cornice lines.
Slant in roof line of proposed building is a nod to roof line of Big Store building
across Second Street.
Question re natural materials.
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•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Applicant: Can’t have natural material cladding due to fire safety. Natural
materials also requires more maintenance. Have to have non-combustible
cladding.
Will developer preserve any features of the old building?
Applicant: Can’t salvage old building, not structurally or financially feasible.
Community is feeling a sense of loss over a significant heritage resource.
Story is important for heritage conservation. Previous owner could share stories.
The proposed name for the building has no connection to Cumberland and its
history. A name of a local historic figure should be considered like Diana Picket
who owned and ran the Cumberland Hotel in its early days and was well known
for hosting and catering events.
Applicant will review name.
A commemoration plan should be developed of how the Cumberland Hotel will
be commemorated and recognized within the new building.
The commemoration plan should be developed in collaboration with a heritage
consultant, drawing on input from community members.

McLean/McCliesh:
THAT the Heritage Committee recommend to Council to request that the
applicant revise the design of the proposed building at 2714 Dunsmuir Avenue
(2021-02-HAP) to meet the Village’s Heritage Conservation Area guidelines:
a. Use brises-soleil, other architectural features, or redesign the façade with the
large south-west facing windows in order to reduce heat gain of the corner
units in the summer.
b. Show a 1.5 metre setback to the lane that is free of any structures.
c. Provide a landscape plan (close-up view and plant list) for the planters
proposed.
d. Provide a window and door schedule for all elevations.
e. Show a close-up of the tile features proposed for the entry areas to the
commercial units and residential lobby.
f. Identify what materials, elements or stories from the old Cumberland Hotel
may be used on the interior of the new building.
CARRIED
THAT the Heritage Committee recommend to Council to request updated
photographic renderings of the proposed development at 2714 Dunsmuir
Avenue (2021-02-HAP) with views from all four sides, including of the interior
courtyard, to be able to better assess how the building’s architecture, materials
and colours complement and fit within the streetscape.
CARRIED
THAT the updated renderings for 2714 Dunsmuir Avenue (2021-02-HAP) be
referred back to the Heritage Committee for comment prior to issuing the
Heritage Alteration Permit.
CARRIED
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The Heritage Committee regrets the loss of the Cumberland Hotel and
recommends THAT Council request that the applicant develop a commemoration
plan of the old Cumberland Hotel outlining how the hotel will be commemorated
within the new building.
THAT the Heritage Committee recommend to Council to deny the development
variance (2021-11-DV) to vary Zoning Bylaw No. 1027 to reduce the on-site
parking requirement to 14 spaces.
CARRIED
THAT the Heritage Committee recommend to Council to approve the
development variance (2021-11-DV) to vary Zoning Bylaw No. 1027 to not
require any special parking designations on the property, pending a discussion
with the developer to provide one or two electric vehicle plug-ins on Second
Street fronting the building.
CARRIED
6.

Next Meeting: Generally, the first Monday of the month at 5:30 p.m. Agenda posted
the Friday before at cumberland.ca

7.

Adjournment: 7:30 p.m.

Certified Correct:

Confirmed:

Chair

Deputy Corporate Officer
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January 23, 2020
Village of Cumberland Council
From: Paul Laronde, Chair, Cumberland Heritage Committee
On behalf of the Cumberland Heritage Committee, I am writing to provide you with a 2019
Summary of Activities for the Committee and a 2020 Work Plan as required in the Cumberland
Heritage Committee Terms of Reference.
2019 Summary of Activities
2019 saw the former Heritage Commission convert to a Village of Cumberland Select
Committee with Terms of Reference. The Committee and the Village also actively recruited
individuals to join the Committee and were fortunate to welcome new members Sheila Davis,
Donna Frawley, Lena McCliesh and Melissa Roeske.
As part of its regular business, the Committee received two Heritage Alteration Permit
application referrals from Council as well as providing feedback on “Options for the No. 5 Mine
Fan House”, a report for the design and development of a proposed pocket park. In addition, the
Committee worked closely with Becky Thiessen, Master of Community Planning student at VIU,
to complete two Statements of Significance (SOS) for the Heritage Registry and start another
which will be completed by the Committee in 2020. The SOSs include:
●
●
●

Coal Beach and #4 Mine Site
The Big Store
Perseverance Creek (work in progress)

Committee members had the opportunity to participate in the BC Heritage Branch Provincial
Roundtable in Campbell River and present at the Heritage BC Conference in Nanaimo.
We wish to acknowledge the contribution of Village staff, particularly Karin Albert, who during a
transitional year at the Village Hall dedicated their work for the Committee to help run our
business smoothly.
2020 Cumberland Heritage Committee Work Plan
The Committee will continue to support activities of a heritage nature in the Village. As identified
in the Terms of Reference for the Heritage Committee, the members will continue to meet once
a month, or as requested by Council, to advise Council on matters referred to the Commission
including any matter falling within the scope of Part 27 of the Local Government Act.

For 2020, the Committee has identified six sites for which they would like to develop Statements
of Significance. Most of the sites are listed in the Village’s Heritage Management Plan and were
identified by the community as community defining locations. Committee members will need to
play a greater role in the drafting of these documents this year.
The sites identified for Statements of Significance are:
●
●
●

Perseverance Creek (work in progress)
The Waverly Hotel
The King George Hotel

Other potential sites (to be discussed at March 2, 2020 meeting) are:
●
●
●
●

Cumberland Community Church
Empire Days and Maypole Dance
No. 5 Mine Site and two Fan Houses
Steam Donkey above Allen Lake

The 2020 Heritage BC Conference is taking place in Chilliwack in May and the Committee plans
to send a member as we try to every year.
The Committee would like to express as we have in the past our keenness to support the
Village in activities to help cultivate understanding of, and interest in, the Cumberland Heritage
Committee and the Heritage Management Plan. As mentioned in our 2019 Work Plan, this could
include completing the consolidation and digitization of the existing SOSs, Heritage By-Laws
and related resolutions and making these publically available on the Village Web site.
Over the past year, our membership grew and with that the Committee’s enthusiasm and
dedication for heritage issues in the community strengthened. We expect another ambitious
year and, as always, we are at your disposal and we look forward to working with staff and
Council in 2020.
Thank you,
Paul Laronde
Chair, Cumberland Heritage Committee

