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llo llo Theatre - 2691 Dunsmuir Avenue, Cumberland BC

Description of Historic Place
The llo llo Theatre is a two-storey, flat-roofed commercial building with a central recessed entry.
It is situated in the historic downtown on the south side of Dunsmuir Avenue near the corner of
First Street in Cumberland BC.

Heritage Values of the Historic Place
The llo llo Theatre has cultural, historical, aesthetic and social value as an enduring record of the
cultural life in Cumberland.

This 1932 theatre building is valued as the second iteration of the Cumberland llo llo Theatre,
built after the first theatre building, constructed in 1914, was destroyed by fire in 1923. The two
consecutive theatre buildings, both located on the same lot and sharing the same name and
function, represent a legacy of more than a century of theatre performances, opera, symphony
orchestra, dances, silent and talking films, community events and gatherings at this location in
downtown Cumberland.

The I 1o I1lobés enduring reput at iparposeaasd maltrreedim f t he
theatres on Vancouver Island since its inception in 1914, with its large capacity seating, a dance

hall and a constantly rotating program of films, concerts, performances, events and weekly

dances was key in helping to position Cumberland as a cultural centre and destination in the

Comox Valley and Vancouver Island well into the late 1950s.
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Built in 1932, an era in Cumberland impacted by the Great Depression and several local mine
disasters, closures and fires, the llo llo Theatre illustrates the hope, optimism and perseverance
of its then owner, E. W. Bickle, and his faith in the future of Cumberland. Many others in the
community shared this sentiment and by the second half of the 1930s, Cumberland was
experiencing its largest building wave since the 1890s.

The llo llo is valued for its association with Cumberland resident Edward William Bickle, who
owned the theatre from 1924 until his death in 1961 and was responsible for its construction.
Apart from the llo llo, Bickle established theatres also in Courtenay and Campbell River. Bickle
was one of the most prosperous businessmen in Cu mb e r | hastony Gisd is especially
remembered for the establishment and running of several local newspapers in the Comox Valley
including the Cumberland Enterprise, the Courtenay Free Press and the Comox District Free
Press. His son and grandson continued his legacy for many more decades managing theatres
and newspaper publishing all over Vancouver Island.

True to architectural trends of its era, the 1932 theatre building is in Art Deco style with its sleek,
linear appearance, and curved entrance embellished with decorative tile work, the only building

of this style in Cumberland. The smooth stucco surface is an additional Art Deco feature but also

an effort to introduce a fire retardant coating. Both the original and reconstructed buildings were
products of their time, seen in the 1914 b u i | ddaneegfléos and in the 1932 b u i | dcsioped 6 s
theatre floor.

From 1969 until 2007, the llo llo Theatre functioned as an auction house under the ownership and
management of local residents Dave and Kathy Stevens, with a well-attended and fondly-
remembered public auction every Friday night for close to 40 years. Although the interior was
greatly altered for this new use, the exterior of the building was restored to its original during this
time.

The Ilo I'lo is cherished for its unique name whi c|
eero-eero by native Japanese speakers. It is locally recounted that a local Japanese Canadian
tradesman, who worked on the building, may have suggested the name for the theatre.

The Il o Il o Theatreds continued i mportance to the
the building stood vacant and appeared at risk of demolition. Now in the process of rehabilitation

as a performance space and community venue, local theatre, art and history groups have come

to support fundraising, planning and rehabilitation efforts, an indication of the high level of

community interest in the building as a performance space and community venue.
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Character Defining Elements

Exterior:

Original location on Dunsmuir Avenue on the same lot as the 1914 llo llo Theatre Building

Commercial form, massing and siting as expressed by two-storey height, flat roof, large
public entrance at street level and siting on front, side and rear property lines

The mosaic tillel ontanmembseadde dililm t he stucco
tiled entrance

Wood-frame construction with smooth stucco cladding and tile work details

Art Deco symmetrical facade design with arched recessed entrance

Symmetrical fenestration pattern

Divided light wood sash windows on both levels

Roofline coping and projecting lower cornice supported by stepped brackets framing the
upper-level windows

Original canted box office kiosk flanked by a set of double, partially glazed, wood doors on
either side

Interior:
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Sloped open theatre auditorium space with high coved ceiling

Box set wood stage with curved apron

Arched proscenium opening, matching the b u i | dArt Degdrecessed entrance on the
facade

Mezzanine with projection porthole

Art Deco stylized paintings in original brown/taupe colours, applied on plywood and
embedded on all four interior theatre walls

Three curved iron ceiling chandeliers

Stained-glass exit signs

Individual surviving artefacts such as the odd theatre chair, projection and other mechanical
equipment

above



Current Photographs

View of facade lower
cornice, window
brackets and mosaic
name sign

View of front entrance
box office kiosk, double
entrance/exit doors and
pavement name sign
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Entrance tile work with
mosiac details

Street-level window
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Facade details
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Streetviews with neighbourhong Masonic Temple of the same era
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Current interior photographs

Theatre auditorium
looking towards
entrance

Theatre auditorium
looking towards stage
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Interior features (left top) view of auditorium from mezzanine projection
porthole, (left bottom) auditorium, (right top) entrance doors from the
inside, (right middle) one of three iron chandeliers, (right middle) curved
stage, (right bottom) original stained-glass exit sign.
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