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 “Plan Your Community” street event on May 24 for Cumberland residents 

 

Cumberland, BC –Cumberland residents are invited to share their thoughts on community and 

transportation planning at a May 24 “Plan Your Community” street event.  The event is an 

important opportunity to participate in the review of Cumberland’s Official Community Plan 

and a new Transportation Master Plan.   

 

“We want to hear from residents how Cumberland should grow, adapt to change, and meet 

today’s challenges like climate change and housing affordability,” says Mayor Vickey Brown. 

“Community participation is key to developing a collective vision and priorities for the Village.” 

 

The drop-in street event is happening from 12 noon to 7 p.m. on Wednesday, May 24 on Third 

Street between Dunsmuir Avenue and Penrith Avenue.  The street will be closed to traffic to 

host interactive displays and activities that engage participants to plan by doing!  All ages are 

welcome. 

 

Residents will explore possible active transportation and traffic calming improvements through 

hands-on activities. A sample streetscape will be set up for participants to experience and 

manipulate.  For the Official Community Plan, residents can share their long-term vision for 

Cumberland and what they think are hot topics for in-depth exploration at future public 

engagement events this fall.  

 

An official community plan (OCP) sets out a community’s long-term vision and guides growth 

and change. The plan sets priorities for housing, climate change, economic development, 

transportation and mobility, infrastructure, heritage protection, arts and culture, food systems, 

parks and recreation, environmental protection and overall community well-being. 

 

The Transportation Master Plan provides direction for improvements to Cumberland’s 

transportation system. The Plan considers all forms of mobility including walking, rolling, cycling 

and transit, and all transportation related infrastructure such as roads, sidewalks, multi-use 

pathways, bus stops and street parking. 

 

For more information:  connectcumberland.ca  

 

Vickey Brown, Mayor  Michelle Mason, Chief Administrative Officer  

250-218-0321 250-336-2291 

mayor.brown@cumberland.ca  mmason@cumberland.ca 

https://connectcumberland.ca/




Welcome� 
What�is�an�O�cial�Community�Plan?  

An�O�cial�Community�Plan�(OCP)�sets�out�a�long-term�vision,�goals�and���
ac�ons�to�guide�land�use,�growth�and�change�in�a�community.�� 

The�new�OCP�for�Cumberland�will�guide�how�the�Village�grows�for�the�next�
decade�and�beyond.��It�will�include�policies�and�priori�es�for�housing,�
climate�change,�economic�development,�transporta�on�and�mobility,�
infrastructure,�heritage�protec�on,�arts�and�culture,�food�security,�parks�
and�recrea�on,�environmental�protec�on�and�overall�community�well-
being. 

The�OCP�also�shapes�development�through�designa�ng�development�
permit�areas.�The�objec�ves�and�guidelines�in�these�areas�are�to�enhance�
environmental�protec�on�when�a�new�property�is�developed�and�shape�the�
form�and�character�of�mul�-family�residen�al,�commercial�and�industrial�

Why�is�the�exis�ng�OCP�under�review?  

The�exis�ng�OCP�dates�back�to�2014�and�while�the�Plan�has�served�the�
community�well�with�many�of�the�policies�con�nuing�to�be�relevant,�new�
issues�have�emerged�over�the�past�decade�that�need�to�be�addressed�
through�new�or�updated�policy. 

The�data�underlying�the�OCP�is�also�in�need�of�an�update.��The�2014�OCP�
was�based�on�the�2011�Canada�census,�2013�BC�Sta�s�cs�growth�
projec�ons,�and�2003�to�2013�Village�building�permit�trends.�The�new�OCP�
will�be�informed�by�2021�census�data,�building�and�development�permit�
trends�since�the�last�OCP�review,�the�recently�completed�regional�
greenhouse�gas�emissions�inventory,�and�updated�mapping.� 

Today’s�event  

The�goals�of�today’s�event�are: 

�� Help�build�a�vision�for�Cumberland�to�guide�development�of�priori�es�
and�ac�ons�under�each�of�the�OCP�topics. 

�� Iden�fy�issues�and�hot�topics�for�discussion�at�fall�engagement�events.� 
 

Why�are�favourite�places�so�important? 
Favourite�places�give�life�and�spirit�to�a�community.�They�are�where�we�go�
to�recharge,�where�we�like�to�hang�out,�meet�new�people�or�connect�with�
family�and�friends.�Favourite�places�make�us�feel�at�home�in�a�community. 

Understanding�the�favourite�places�in�the�Village�and�the�stories�behind�
them,�tells�us�what�residents�value�and�would�like�to�see�retained�or�ampli-
�ed�as�the�community�grows. 

Favourite�Places 
Share�about�your�favourite�place  

1. Find�your�favourite�place�on�the�map. 

2. If�it�doesn’t�already�have�a�number�on�it,�mark�it�with�a�s�cky�dot�with�the�next�free�
number�(check�below). 

3. If�the�place�already�has�a�number,��nd�it�on�the�list�below. 

4. On�a�s�cky�note,�write�what�you�like�and�value�about�the�place�and�put�it�next�to�the�
number. 

5. To�agree�with�what�someone�else�has�wri�en,�please�a�s�cky�dot�next�to�it. 

1.���____________________________________ 

2.���____________________________________ 

3.���____________________________________ 

4.���____________________________________ 

5.���____________________________________ 

6.���____________________________________ 

7.���____________________________________ 

8.���____________________________________ 

9.���____________________________________ 

10.�____________________________________ 

11.�____________________________________ 

12.�____________________________________ 

13.�____________________________________ 

14.�____________________________________ 

15.�____________________________________ 

16.�____________________________________ 

17.�____________________________________ 

18.�____________________________________ 

19.�____________________________________ 

20.�____________________________________ 

21.�____________________________________ 

 



What�do�you�want���������
Cumberland�to�be�
like�in�2050? 
OCP’s�are�guided�by�a��vision�
statement�which�presents�an�
image�of�a�community’s�������
desired�future.�� 
A�vision�includes: 
�� what�we�love�about�our�

community�and�want�to���
retain; 

�� what�we�aspire�to�have�
that�we�might�not�have��
today; 

�� the�challenges�and�issues�
we�want�to�have�solved. 

Share�your�vision�in�the�space�
to�the�right. 
If�you�like�what�someone�else�
shared,�put�a�s�cky�dot�next�to�
it. 

 

 

 

 

 

Post�a�s�ckie�or�write,�draw,�doodle�directly�in�this�space 

Share�your�Vision 

The�above�are�just�a�few�of�the�changes�Cumberland�has�been�experiencing�over�the�
past�decade.� 

On�the�following�three�poster�boards,�organized�by�OCP�topic�area,�share�what�is�on�
your�mind�and�you�would�like�to�see�explored�at�public�engagement�events�in�the�fall.� 

Community�Sta�s�cs 

     

 

 

 
 

  2016 2021 �Change 
Popula�on 3,770 4,445 +18.5% 

Median�Age 37.9 39.2  +1.3�years 

Age�groups�with�largest�share�of�pop-
ula�on 

Under�14�(18.4%) 
35-44�(16.6%) 
Over�65�(14.8%) 

Under�14�(20%) 
35-44�(20%) 
Over�65�(15.2%) 

+1.4% 
+3.4% 
+0.4% 

Average�household�size 2.4�people 2.4�people 0 

Median�a�er-tax�household�income $65,203�(in�2015) $75,500�(in�2020) Not�adjusted�to�account�
for�in�a�on 

Unemployment�rate 7.5% 8.2% +0.7% 

Average�home�sales�price�  $399,006 $677,000� Not�adjusted�to�account�
for�in�a�on 

Renter�Households 26.5% 28% +1.5% 

Renters�spending�more�than�30%�of�
household�income�on�shelter�costs 

10.1% 29.1% +20% 

Rental�vacancy�rate 1.4% 0.7% -0.7% 

  2016 2021 �Change 
Top�employment�sectors  Health�Care�and�So-

cial�Assistance�
(20.6%)  

Retail�trade�(11.8%)  

Construc�on�
(10.8%)  

  

Health�Care�and�So-
cial�Assistance�
(17.6%)  

Professional,�scien-
��c,�technical�ser-
vices�(9.8%)  

Retail�trade�(7.6%)  

Rise�in�professional�ser-
vice�industry�as�one�of�
top�three�employment�
sectors 

Places�of�work        

���Work�from�home  7% 17.2% +10.2%  

���Work�in�Cumberland 16.9%  19.3% +2.4% 

���Work�elsewhere�in�Comox�Valley  69%  67.7% -2.7% 

���Work�elsewhere�in�Province 13.7%  11.3% -2.4% 

���Work�outside�of�Province 0.7% 2% +1.3% 

Main�mode�of�commu�ng        

���Motor�vehicle  85.2%  85.5% +0.3% 

���Public�transit 1.7% 1.1% +0.6% 

���Walk 7.4% 4.5% -2.9% 

���Bicycle 2.5% 3.4% +0.9% 

���Other�mode 2.8% 5.3% +2.5% 

Cumberland�2016�to�2021 
Below�are�a�few�key�sta�s�cs�about�Cumberland�and�its�residents.�The�numbers�show�how�the�community�has�changed�between�the�last�two�censuses. 
The�changes�are�important�to�consider�in�discussions�of�how�Cumberland�should�grow�and�adapt. 



What�is�on�your�mind? 
Under�the�Economy�sec�on,�the�
exis�ng�OCP�includes�policies�on 
�� local�economic�development,� 
��arts�and�culture 
��tourism 
�� local�food�produc�on.� 

The�Natural�Environment�sec�on�
includes�policies�on: 
��environmental�preserva�on,� 
��views�and�landscape�character,� 
��climate�change� 
��natural�hazardous�areas 

The�OCP�also�includes�environ-
mental�development�permit�area�
guidelines�that�new�development�
has�to�follow. 

��Economy 

Economy—�Natural�Environment 

��Natural�Environment 

What�is�on�your�mind? 
The�Built�Environment�is�a�broad�topic�
area�in�the�OCP�and�includes: 
Loca�on�of�desired�future�land�uses: 
��Single�and�low�density�residen�al 
��Mul�-family�residen�al 
�� Industrial 
��Commercial� 
Areas�that�will�accommodate�future�
growth 
Housing 
Heritage�preserva�on 
Municipal�infrastructure�(u�li�es) 
Transporta�on�and�connec�vity 
Areas�for�sand�and�gravel�extrac�on 
 
Share�your�thoughts,�concerns�and�
ideas�related�to�these�topics.�� 
� 
 

��Built�Environment 

Built�Environment 



What�is�on�your�mind? 
In�the�exis�ng�OCP�document,�
Community-Well�Being�includes:� 
��Health�and�wellness� 
��Recrea�on 
��Parks�and�greenways� 
��Ageing�in�place 

Other�topics�under�this�heading�
could�be�arts�and�culture,�equity,�
accessibility�and�social�inclusion. 

Let�us�know�your�concerns�or�ide-
as�related�to�the�above�and�simi-
lar�topics.� 

The�comment�box�labelled�
“Other”�is�for�anything�else�you�
want�to�share�that�touches�on�
land�use�and�how�you�think���
Cumberland�should�grow�and�
adapt�to�today’s�challenges. 

��Community�Well-Being 

Community�Well-Being�&�Other 

��Other 

What’s�ahead: 
�� Today’s�poster�boards�posted�at��������������������
connectcumberland.ca 

�� Online�favourite�places�map�and�discussion���
forum�collect�further�resident�input�at��������
connectcumberland.ca 

�� Review�of�public�input�received�with�Village’s�
Advisory�Planning�Commission.� 

�� Dra�ing�of�the�community�vision. 

�� Iden��ca�on�of�hot�topics�for�discussion�at�
the�fall�engagement�events.� 

�� Presenta�on�of�an�engagement�summary�����
report�to�Council�in�late�summer/early�fall. 

�� Fall�engagement�events�to�share�public�input�
received,�iden�fy�further�community�sta�s�cs�
and�trends,�and�explore�OCP�topics�in�depth. 

We�look�forward�to�seeing�you�at�our�fall�events! 

Don’t�miss�out! 

Visit�connectcumberland.ca�
and�sign�up�to�receive�updates�
and�no��ca�ons�of��upcoming�
engagement�events. 

Next�Steps 
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Public Engagement on the Cumberland Official Community Plan Continues 

 

This winter the Official Community Plan (OCP) Review for The Village of Cumberland focused on public 

engagement for the climate action plan. This spring, community members will be invited to explore 

other OCP policies that support a livable and healthy community.  Key topics will include housing, 

transportation options, and growing in a way that will keep the cost of infrastructure manageable.  

 

Mayor Vickey Brown encourages residents to get involved: “It is so important that the community share 
their thoughts on how we develop into the future, we’ve seen a lot of change over the past decade; this 

is an opportunity to share your thoughts on where we are headed. We want to make sure everyone's 

voice is heard and valued in this review process.” 

 

The OCP is a key document that guides how Cumberland will grow and adapt to change.  The review of 

Cumberland's Official Community Plan (OCP) was launched with a Plan your Community Street event in 

May 2023. Over 175 participants shared their long-term vision and goals for the Village and identified 

hot topics for further discussion. In February 2024, 65 community members participated in two separate 

engagement events and provided input into ways greenhouse gas emissions can be reduced in the 

community, and how we can increase our resiliency to extreme weather events. 

 

The Village is fortunate to be the recipient of a provincial Complete Communities grant that will assist in 

data collection and mapping analysis of housing needs, transportation options, proximity to daily needs 

of residential areas, and cost of infrastructure services. To incorporate this analysis into the OCP, the 

timeline had to be adjusted, moving Phase 2 of community engagement to this spring. This also allows 

for better integration with information from other planning processes that are nearing completion – a 

housing needs assessment and the Village’s Transportation Master Plan, both related to key concerns 

identified by residents during Phase 1 of public engagement.   

 

Learn more about the OCP review at cumberland.ca/ocpreview.  Follow the link to our engagement 

platform and register to receive project updates and notification of upcoming events.   

 

We look forward to working with you to ensure a vibrant and sustainable Cumberland into the future!  

 

Media Contacts:   

Vickey Brown, Mayor    Courtney Simpson, Manager of Development Services  

mayor.brown@cumberland.ca   csimpson@cumberland.ca  

250-336-2291     250-336-2291  

mailto:csimpson@cumberland.ca


Electoral approval will be sought to borrow $2.5 million required to
cover cost increases on the critical Wastewater Upgrades Project. An
interim $1.25 million was approved to keep the project moving. More
info to come about borrowing process and tax impacts in March. For
more information, search “wastewater” at cumberland.ca

Efforts to comply with senior government wastewater effluent
standards has prompted Council to close the RV Sani-dump station by
Village Park. The Village had the only public sani-dump in the Comox
Valley. For more information search “wastewater” at cumberland.ca

Council recently considered bylaws to change the zoning of the
Comox Lake Land Corp property and asked for more options on
accessory building height, cabin size limit, and docks regulation. 

Operations Update

March Council Meeting Dates: 
Council welcome everyone to join them at all Council meetings
Regular meetings: March 11 and March 25 
Commitee of the Whole (a discussion based meeting): March 18
Meetings start at 5:30pm and are located in Council Chamber at
2675 Dunsmuir Avenue. 
Did you know you can watch council meetings live from the comfort
of your own home through our youtube channel? Pop some
popcorn, search Village of Cumberland on Youtube and start
streaming.

Council Corner

Spring Maintenance Beginning

The road rebuild project continues on Maryport Avenue, between
Egremont and Silecroft Road. This section is receiving an update to its
aging pipe system (water, sewer and storm) along with a wider
sidewalk to enhance pedestrian safety. The work requires removing a
tree on Maryport Avenue whose root systems had become so
entwined with the old service system that saving the tree was not
possible. To compensate for the loss and to continue to expand the
Village tree canopy, three trees will be planted in nearby parks. 
Watch out for the First Street upgrades coming in the late Spring. 
For more information search “upcoming projects” on cumberland.ca

With the app you can:
Receive weekly reminders about whether it is a
garbage or recycling week.
Be notified when the add-a-day schedule
changes.
Get service alerts if the trucks are running behind
or if there is a weather delay.
Search if an item can be recycled or not at
Cumberland Strathcona Waste Management

To download the app search “Cumberland
WasteWise” at your app store. 

Download “WasteWise” The New Village of
Cumberland Solid Waste Collection App

Everyone is welcome to join Council members on March 4 at 7 pm
in the Council Chamber at this informal meeting to discuss what 
matters to you. 

Village Hall Meeting, March 4

Village 
News

Want to stay up to date with Village News as 
it happens? Join our newsletter! Look at the
bottom left of cumberland.ca to sign up. 

Official Community Plan Review

News from the Village of Cumberland

New Spring/Summer Rec Guide

Mobile Vending Regulations Review
The Village of Cumberland is reviewing its mobile
vending regulations and is seeking input from
residents and businesses. Mobile vending, which
includes food trucks, are becoming more popular in
our community. Please visit
engagecomoxvalley.ca/mobile-vending for more
information and to take the survey.

The year the Spring and Summer rec guide is
combined into one book! Registration for all Spring
and Summer programs running April 2 – August 30
(excluding summer camps) begins Monday, March 11
at 7am. Registration for summer camps (and summer
swimming) begins Monday, April 15 at 7am.
Recreation Guides in Cumberland will be available for
pickup March 6th at the Cumberland Recreation
Center, Cumberland Library, Seeds Food Market, and
online at Cumberland.ca/recprograms.

The Village of Cumberland is preparing for the next
round of public engagement on the Official
Community Plan (OCP). Public engagement is
planned for this spring to explore OCP policies that
support creating a livable and healthy community.  
Key topics will include housing, transportation
options, and growing in a way that will keep the
cost of infrastructure manageable. 

For more information search “official community
plan” on cumberland.ca. Follow the link to our
engagement platform and register to receive
project updates and notification of engagement
events.  

We look forward to working with you to ensure a
vibrant and sustainable Cumberland continues into
the future! 

Street Sweeping, storm catch basin clean outs and water main
flushing will be starting, weather dependent. Keep an eye out for the
Public Works folk around town!



Cemetery Clean Up

Council has approved an exemption to Noise
Control Bylaw No 950, 2012 from 8pm to 9:30pm
on Thursday evenings during July and August
2024. This is to better accommodate the Summer
Concert Series performances in Village Square. 

The draft conservation plan for the lands at Comox
Lake and Perseverance Creek was brought to
Council. Council has directed staff to bring the draft
document to K’ómoks First Nation and continue
their collaborative dialogue. 

For more information on these topics, and other
items discussed at Council meetings, please
search “meetings” at cumberland.ca

Spring Updates

April Council Meeting Dates: 
Regular meetings: April 8 and April 22
Meetings start at 5:30pm and are located in
Council Chamber at 2675 Dunsmuir Avenue. 

Did you know you can watch council meetings live
from the comfort of your own home through our
Youtube channel? Pop some popcorn, search
Village of Cumberland on Youtube and start
streaming.

Council Corner

Ahhh, Spring. We are pretty excited for this warmer weather
and sunshine. As everyone gets outside even more than usual
please remember to pick up after your dog to prevent anyone
accidentally stepping in poo. Also, a reminder that sidewalks
are for pedestrians only, not bikers (unless you are a little one
under 5). Kudos to residents that choose to cycle and walk for
their local commuting! 

If you are working on your garden don’t forget that we have
weekly organics pick up. Branches must be less than 7.6cm
(3in) in diameter and 90cm (36in) in length and may be bundled
with jute or hemp rope. Please do not include sod, rocks or
gravel with your organics. Bonus - removing dry leaves and
other debris from your property improves your fire safety for the
upcoming fire season. 

Speaking of Spring and waste pick up, with the warmer
weather comes increased wildlife interactions. To prevent
human habituated wildlife (bears, racoons, cougars) please
store all garbage, organics and recyclables in an animal proof
location, or in animal proof containers until collection day as per
Solid Waste Bylaw No 1003, 2014. Once wildlife finds a source
of easy food, they keep coming back, which often leads to their
destruction. We can all do our part to keep wildlife wild!

Even the water lines are getting spring cleaned! Flushing has
begun to clean the water distribution system. This helps keep
our water safe to drink, but may cause some discolouration in
the water to your home. If this occurs, please run your outside
tap or your bathtub using cold water until it clears. Please
check your water before doing laundry. 

Spring also means bills. Watch your mailbox for the Spring
Utility Bill. Prefer to get your bills via email? Sign up for our 
e-billing. Bills can be paid online too. Search “make a payment”
at cumberland.ca for more information.

With the app you can:
Receive weekly reminders about whether it is
a garbage or recycling week.
Be notified when the add-a-day schedule
changes.
Get service alerts if the trucks are running
behind or if there is a weather delay.
Search if an item can be recycled or not at
Comox Strathcona Waste Management

To download the app search “Cumberland &
CSWM WasteWise” at your app store. 

Download “WasteWise” 
The New Village of Cumberland Solid
Waste Collection App

Village News
Want to stay up to date with Village News as it happens? 

Join our newsletter! Look at the bottom left of cumberland.ca to sign up. 

Official Community Plan Review

Cemetery Clean Up
In early April, please attend to your loved one’s
grave at the Cumberland cemeteries by refreshing
your personal items, mementos or artificial flowers.

In late April, the Village will do their spring clean of
the cemeteries by removing broken and weathered
items. Removed items will be left by the concrete
bins until the end of May, and then discarded. 

The Village held two public engagement sessions 
on climate actions in February as part of the Climate Action
Plan and the OCP Review. Participants supported 2050 as the
target date to achieve net zero greenhouse gas emissions,
actions to reduce emissions from buildings, transportation and
waste disposal, protection of the urban forest, firesmart training
for the community, and land use that reduces car dependence. 

This spring, community members will be invited to explore
other OCP policies that support a livable and healthy
community. Key topics will include environmental protection,
parks and greenspace, housing, transportation options,
heritage conservation, and where and how the Village can best
accommodate growth. 

To find out more about the above projects and receive
notifications of upcoming engagement opportunities on the
above and other Village initiatives, “follow” the projects at
engagecommoxvalley.ca/cumberland 



Operation Updates Engagement Opportunities

Council approved the additional work for First Street
between Penrith and Dunsmuir Avenue. The approved
funding will provide new sidewalks for better
pedestrian use, a new accessibly parking stall, better
commercial access to the lane as well as improved 
on-street parking management. Funding was also
approved to pave the Cultural Centre's main entrance.
Council received a report on the new provincial housing
legislation and the impacts it will have for the Village.
This included information about many topics including
pre-zoning for 20 year housing needs, allowing small-
scale multi unit housing of up to 4 units per lot in some
residential areas, and adopting a new amenity cost
charge bylaw.
For more information please search “meetings” at
cumberland.ca

May Council Meeting Dates: 
Regular meetings: May 13 and May 27
Committee of the Whole meeting May 6
Meetings start at 5:30pm and are located in Council
Chamber at 2675 Dunsmuir Avenue. 
Did you know you can watch council meetings live from
the comfort of your own home through our YouTube
channel? Pop some popcorn, search Village of
Cumberland on YouTube, and start streaming.

Council Corner

The First Street road rebuild is beginning mid-May. Please see Council
Corner for more information on the First Street update. During
construction, First street will be closed to all traffic between Penrith
and Dunsmuir Avenue. Please choose an alternate route.  Access to
the Cultural Centre parking lot will remain open during this time.
Thank you for your patience while this necessary work is completed!
For more information search “capital projects” on cumberland.ca
The Parks department has been busy! In partnership with the
Cumberland Community Forest Society, the Village Parks staff are
creating outdoor classroom spaces in the forest. These include logs
placed for seating and woodchips spread on the group to protect the
underlying roots and soil. The goal is to protect and restore spaces
that seen overuse. Future phases will include planting native species,
signage, and additional restoration work. 
The Village bike jump park is also seeing some improvements with a
renovated double black line, as well as a redesign of the pump track,
and a regraded green line. 
Thanks to Parks and Public Works for their help with these projects!
Outdoor Watering Restrictions
Stage 1 restrictions on outdoor water use are in effect automatically
from May 1 to Sep 30. Stage 2 and 3 are implemented by Village
Council depending on the severity of the water shortage. Predictions
for this year, based on the low snowfall (below 50% of normal on the
island), are that we may see restrictions beyond stage 1 early in the
year. Please do your part to reduce water consumption. The best time
to water is early in the morning or in the evening. Mulch your garden
and top dress your lawn with organics to help conserve soil moisture. 
Search “water restrictions” at cumberland.ca for additional
information on what is permitted during each water restriction stage.
Utility Bills Due May 21, 2024
First quarter utility bills have been issued. To avoid a 10% penalty
please ensure your payment is recieved by end of day May 21, 2024.
For more information on payment options, search “payment” at
cumberland.ca 

Village News
Want to stay up to date with Village News as it happens? 

Join our newsletter! Look at the bottom left of cumberland.ca to sign up. 

Home Energy Navigator Program Launched

THE VILLAGE OF
CUMBERLAND

Climate Action Plan
The final opportunities to give your feedback on the
Climate Action Plan are coming up. Two engagement
sessions are being held this May. 

Thur, May 2, 2024, 4:30 -7:00pm, Council Chambers  
Tues, May 7, 2024, 12:00-1:00pm via Zoom. 

Email planning@cumberland.ca for the meeting link.  
During these sessions, residents are invited to view the
proposed actions, comment on them, identify any gaps
they see and share their implementation priorities

Official Community Plan Review 
Join the discussions on how Cumberland should grow,
adapt to change and meet today’s challenges at these
upcoming events:

Wed. May 22, 2:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Thu. May 23, 2:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Local Economy in Focus: Thu. May 30, 4:00-6:00 pm

Council Chambers, 2675 Dunsmuir Avenue. 
For more info, visit engagecomoxvalley.ca/cumberland

Get the most out of this FREE service. Are you looking to complete
home energy upgrades? Use this service to learn about rebate
information such as the availability and amount of energy rebates,
what documents you need when you apply and verification of
eligibility. You can also get one-on-one consultations with an energy
expert. Check it out at www.homeenergynav.ca/cvrd 

The Village is seeking elector approval to borrow additional funds for
the construction of the critical wastewater treatment project. Approval
is sought through an alternate approval process (AAP) where electors
can indicate their opposition to the borrowing by completing an AAP
form. Find out more at cumberland.ca or contact the Village office.

Elector Approval for Additional Borrowing
for the Wastewater Upgrade Project

mailto:planning@cumberland.ca
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fengagecomoxvalley.ca%2Fclimate-action-plan&data=05%7C02%7Ckashton%40cumberland.ca%7C10747ae296674b04938b08dc59a51584%7C39ecdc575b70457d914348f3df05ac52%7C0%7C0%7C638483812762849816%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z%2B5f8K%2F5YgXcsGGAUTAaShh79eTBlJ3KWsrQQi5RJ3Y%3D&reserved=0
http://www.homeenergynav.ca/cvrd


2673 Dunsmuir Avenue
Cumberland, BC V0R 1S0

Help Shape How Cumberland
grows and adapts to change

Drop-in:

Workshop (RSVP):

Wed. May 22, 2:00 - 7:00 pm
Deep Dive 1: Built Environment, Natural
Environment,  and Growth Scenarios

Thu. May 23, 2:00 - 7:00 pm
Deep Dive 2: Community Well-Being,
Economy, and Growth Scenarios

Activity table will be set up for kids! 

Thu. May 30, 4:00 - 6:00 pm
Focused discussion on land use and policy
to support the local economy

RSVP by emailing planning@cumberland.ca

FOR MORE INFORMATION: ENGAGECOMOXVALLEY.CA/CUMBERLAND

Key Topics of
discussion

Protection of 
Natural Environment

Downtown Vibrancy

Social Inclusion

Housing

Commercial and 
Industrial Development

OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN REVIEW







WELCOME� 

The�OCP�review�is�looking�for�your�feedback�on: 
�� A�long�term�vision�and�goals�for�Cumberland 
�� Where�future�growth�should�occur�(review�of�growth�
scenarios) 

�� ��Policy�and�ac�ons�to�guide�change 
���May�22�engagement�event: 
�� Built�environment�(downtown�core,�housing�
a�ordability) 

�� Natural�environment�(OCP�and�environmental�
protec�on,�environmental�development�permit�
requirements) 

May�23�engagement�event: 
�� Community�well-being�(social�inclusion�and�equi-
ty,�arts�and�culture,�parks�and�greenspaces) 

�� Economy�(local�economy) 

How�can�Cumberland�best�adapt�to�growth�and�change? 

��������������������Cumberland�Housing�Needs�Report,�2024 

What�is�an�O�cial�
Community�Plan�(OCP)?  
An�OCP�sets�out�a�long-term�vision,�
goals�and�policy�to�guide�land�use,�
growth�and�change�in�a�community.�� 

The�OCP�iden��es�desired�future�
land�uses�in�the�community.��
Following�the�adop�on�of�the�OCP,�
zoning�may�be�changed�to�re�ect�
those�land�uses.� 

The�OCP�shapes�development�
through�development�permit�areas.�
Development�permit�areas�set�out�
guidelines�to�enhance�
environmental�protec�on�when�a�
new�property�is�developed�and�to�
regulate�the�form�and�character��
mul�-family�residen�al,�commercial�
and�industrial�developments.� 

The�OCP�can�designate�Heritage�
Conserva�on�Areas�to�protect�the�
form�and�character�of�historically�
signi�cant�areas. 

That�is�the�key�ques�on�the�O�cial�Community�Plan�(OCP)�
seeks�to�address.� 

Cumberland�is�con�nuing�to�experience�a�high�popula�on�
growth�rate,�resul�ng�in�a�steadily�increasing�pace�of�
development;�the�Bevan�Road�industrial�area�is�expanding;�
ac�ons�are�needed�to�reduce�greenhouse�gas�emissions�and�
prepare�us�for�climate�change.�All�the�while,�we�want�to��
work�towards�reconcilia�on�with�First�Na�ons,�preserve�the�
Village’s�character,�support�the�arts�and�culture�community,�
and�protect�the�natural�environment�that�our�quality�of�life�
depends�on.�How�can�we�do�all�that�and�more? 

OCP�Review�Process�and�Public�Engagement�Opportuni�es 
Community�par�cipa�on�is�key�to�ensure�the�guiding�vision,�goals,�and�policies�in�the�updated�OCP�re�ect�residents’�collec�ve�vision�for�Cumberland.�� 

PARTICIPATE 

Stay�Connected  

��Visit�the�project�page�at�engagecomoxvalley.ca/Cumberland� 
��Read�summaries�of�past�engagement�events� 
��“Follow”�the�page�to�receive�project�updates.�� 



 

Place�your�green�dot�or�comments�here 

 

 

VISION 
The�vision�below�re�ects�the�input�received�during�the��rst�round�of�community�engagement�in�May�2023. 

In�the�box�to�the�right,�place�a�green�dot�if�you�agree�with�the�vision�or�a�s�cky�with�comments�to�let�us�
know�what�you�would�change.� 

Cumberland�is�a�community�where�people�know�each�other�and�feel�included�regardless�of�age,�gender,�social�
status,�or�income.�A�thriving�arts,�culture�and�music�community,�community�events,�fes�vals,�and�concerts�������
enrich�daily�life�in�Cumberland.�Residents�and�visitors�enjoy�a�vibrant�downtown,�rich�in�character�and�history,�
safe�for�pedestrians�and�cyclists,�and�home�to�thriving�locally-owned�businesses.�A�diversity�of�housing�op�ons�
is�available�for�residents�of�all�ages,�incomes�and�backgrounds. 

The�Village�and�community�is�working�towards�reconcilia�on�with�First�Na�ons.�Individual�and�organiza�onal�
rela�onships�with�First�Na�on�communi�es�are�built�on�mutual�respect�and�understanding.�� 

Community�hubs,�such�as�schools,�commercial�centres,�and�outdoor�recrea�on�areas�are�connected�with�safe�
cycling�and�pedestrian�pathways�that�extend�all�the�way�to�the�City�of�Courtenay�boundary.��Within�and�sur-
rounding�the�developed�areas�of�Cumberland�are�ample�parks,�urban�trees,�greenspaces,�healthy�wetlands,�
lakes,�streams�and�forests.�Outdoor�recrea�on�is�complemented�by�diverse�indoor�recrea�on�opportuni�es.�
Food�gardens�and�environmentally-friendly�urban�agriculture�provide�habitat�for�pollinators�and�urban�wildlife�
while�providing�healthy�local�food�for�residents. 

New�development�is�green�and�complements�the�feel�and�character�of�the�rest�of�the�community.�Climate�ac-
�ons�have�reduced�carbon�emissions�from�all�sectors�and�Cumberland�is�steadily�moving�towards�being�a�net-
zero�greenhouse�gas�emissions�community.��Municipal�infrastructure�is�resilient�to�severe�weather�events�and�
other��climate�change�impacts.� 

OCP�Goals� 
Based�on�community�input�during�the��rst�round�of�engagement,�the�following�
ten�goals�are�iden��ed�to�support�the�vision�and�guide�priori�es�and�policies�in�
the�OCP.�� 

 

Did�we�miss�anything?��Post�a�s�ckie�with�your�feedback. 

COMMUNITY�GOALS 

1. Reconcilia�on�with�First�Na�ons��� 
2. A�diverse�and�socially�inclusive�community�� 
3. Healthy�and�biodiverse�ecosystems� 
4. A�climate-responsible�community� 
5. A�diverse�parks�and�greenways�system�serving�all�ages�and�abili�es 
6. Diverse�housing�op�ons�and�a�ainable�housing�for�all�residents� 
7. A�vibrant�downtown�core� 
8. A�thriving�arts�and�culture�community 
9. A�strong�and�sustainable�local�economy� 
10. A�safe�and�interconnected�alterna�ve�transporta�on�network�that�

�es�into�a�larger�Comox�Valley�network 

Complete�Community�Analysis� 
The�vision�and�goals�support�a�complete�community,�characterized�by�a�high�
level�of�walkability,�ac�ve�transporta�on�op�ons�that�serve�all�corners�of�the�
Village,�diverse�housing�op�ons,�a�range�of�employment�opportuni�es�and�
sustainable�infrastructure�servicing. 

The�next�poster�boards�present�a�geospa�al�analysis�of�Cumberland�from�a�
complete�community�perspec�ve.�Based�on�that�analysis,�two�growth�scenar-
ios�are�provided�for�feedback.� 

Community�feedback�on�the�growth�scenarios�will�guide�updates�to�the�2014�
OCP�land�use�designa�ons�and�future�land�use�map�shown�below.� 
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��� ���� �� �m���� ��mb�������

��� �� ������� �� � ��������� �������� �� ��� ������� ����� �� ��m���������� 
���� ������m��� ��� ������ �� �����m����� �������� ���������, ����������, ��� 
������������ ��� ��v������ � ��mm������� �������� �����, ����� m���� ������� 
����mm������ ��������� ������� ��������, �������� ��mm����� �m������� 
���m �������������, ��������� ����� ��� �������� ������, ��������� ����� 
�m��� b���������, ��� �������� �������������� ��������� ���� ��������� ������ ���� 
��������

��� ��m����� ��mm������ ������m��� �� �������� 
�����m��� ��� ��� �������� ��� ������m��� �� ������� 
��� V������ ����� ������ ��������� ��� ������ ���� ��� 
��� �������������� �� ���� �� ����������� ��� ���� �� 
���� ������ �� �������, ��������������, ��� �m������ 
���v��� ���v������ 

INFRASTRUCTURE

DAILY NEEDS

TRANSPORTATION

HOUSING

COMPLETE
COMMUNITIES 
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�Proposed�



����� ����� � �������������� �������

������������� 
������ ��� � ��� 
���m��� �� ��m����� 
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��� V������ �� �� ��� 
������� �� ��m������ 
� ��� ������������� 
M����� ����� ���� m�� 
����� ��� �������� 
���v� ������������� 
������� ��� �x����� 
m���-��� �������

�M��������� M��������� ������� ��������V�

���� �� ��� �m���-����� M���-���� 
������� (��M��� ������v��
What is the intent?

Where does it apply?

��M�� �� �� ���� ���� 
������� ��������� 

��������� ��� ������ 
��������

How is it determined?

��� ����� �� ������� ������v�� ��� �������� ��:

• �����m���� ��v����m��� �����v��� �������
• F��������� �� ��������� ������ �� ������� �� m������������ ������
BC

• �m���v� �b����� �� ���v��� m��� ��v���� �������
• �������� ���� �� m��� �������v� ���� ��� ��������
• B���� m��� ��m�����, ��������b�� ��� ������������

��mm������

��� ���v���� �� ��q������ ��� m������������ �� ������� ��� ������� 
������ b� ��q������ ���� �� b� ���������� �� ������ 

• �������� ��������� ��� M������������

�����m���� b� ��v���� �������:

• ���������
• ������ ��b�� �������m��� B�������
• ��� ����
• ������� � ��� �� ���v���� b� m��������

����� ��� �������� �����m�
• ���x�m��� �� �������, �������� �� ��������

�����������, ������ ������

“Restricted Zones”
��� ���� ����� ��������� ���������� ��� ��� ������� �� ��� ���m���� �� 
��� ���� ��:

• �������� ���������m��� ���������; ��
• �������� ���������m��� ��������� ��� ��� ��������� �������

����; ��
• �����x��; ��
• �����x�� ���� ��� ��������� ������� �����

�����v���:  ��� ���������� ���� ���� ����� �� ��m���� �� 3 �� ����� 
������   



��M�� � ����������� ��F��� ����

��� ���������� ����� ���� - proposed to include:

Secondary suites in single-family dwellings 

Detached accessory dwelling units (ADUs), 
E.g. garden suites or laneway homes

Triplexes

Townhomes

House-plexes

����� ��� ��� 
���v������ ������ 

���������� ����� ���� 
���m�� �� �� 4 �����

B���� ��V����M���  � HOUSING
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��� ������� �� ���v����� ������������ ��� ��������� ���������� ������ 
������� ����� ����������������� ������ ��� ��������� �������� ����� (���� 
�������� ������� ����� �� ��� �������� �����   

�� ���v��� ��������� ������� ������ �� � ����� ����� ����� �� ����� ���� 
���� ���������m��� ���������, m��� �����m��� ����� ��� ������� B��� ������ 
��������� ������� ���� ��������� ����� b� ���������� ��� m������m��� 
���������� ���� 
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B���� ��V����M���  � HOUSING

���� ���� �� ������� �� ��� ��v� �� ������

���� ���� �� ������� �� ��� ��� �������� ��v��� �� 15 ������

���� ��� ������������ � NEW
• RESIDENTIAL INFILL � ���� ���� ��� �� �������� �� ����mm����� ����� ������� ������� �� �� �� 

���� ����� ������ � 10�20 m����� ���� �� ��� �������� V������ ��mm������ ����� ��� ����v���� �� 
�������� ��m�� �� ������� m������ ������ ������ �� ���� ��v������� ������ ���� �����  ������� �����  
��v����m��� �������� ��� ��������� ����������� ���������: 

• ������ ��� ������ ��m��� ���������
• ������ F�m��� ���� ��������� ����� ��� ��������� �������� ���� (������ �����m���, ����� 

�����, ������� ������
• �����x �������� ����� 
• ������x �� F������x �����
• ��������� �������� ����� 
• �������� �������� ����� 

• RESIDENTIAL � ���� ���������� �� �������� ��� ��� ������� ���������� ���� ����� ��������� ��� 
��������� ������� ������� �� ��� ��b�� �������m��� b������� ��� m�� �� m�� ��� b� ��������� 
�� m�������� ���v������

• M�����F�M��� ��� ������� � ���� ���������� �� �������� �� ����� ��� � v������ �� �������� 
���������� ���� ���� �� ��� ������� ��� ����������

• M�����F�M��� M����M ������� � ���� ���������� �� �������� �� ���m��� � m����m�������� 
���������� ���� ���� ������ ��� ��� ���� �����m���� ( 3�� ��������

• COMMERCIAL MIXED USE � ���� ���������� �� �������� ��� ��v����m��� �� ��� �������� V������ 
��mm������ ���� �� ����mm�����: M�x������ b�������� ���� ������, ���v���, ��� ����� ���� �� 
��� ������ ���� ��� ���������� ����� �b�v� ��� �������������� �����, �� ���� �� ������������� 
��mm������ �����; 

• ��������� ��v����m��� ���� �x��b��� ��� �������� ������ �������������� �� ��� �������� 
V������ ��mm������ ���� �� �������� �� ��� �������� ������v���� ���� ����������

• M������� �������������������, ���������������� �������� ��������

• SERVICE COMMERCIAL � ���� ���������� �� �������� ��� b������� ��������� �������, �m��� 
����� m������������ ��� ������� ������� ��� �������� �� m��������, ����� ��� �q���m���, ���v��� 
����������� ���������������� �������, ��� ������� ������ ��q������ ����� ���� ��� ������� ������

• MIXED USE � ��� m�x������ ���������� �� �������� �� ��������� ��� �������, ��mm������ ��� 
���������� ����  ���� ���������� ���� ��� �������� �� ������ �����m�� v������� ��� � m�x�� ��� 
��mm����� ��� m�� ������� ��v������, ��v� �b�v�, �� ���� �� ������������� ���������� ������

• INSTITUTIONAL � ���� ���������� �������� ��������� �� ��m����b��� ��� ��b��� ��� �� 
���������� ���� �� � ������, ��b����, ��b��� �� ���v��� ������, ������ ���� ��������� ��� ��v�� 
��������� �� ���� �� ��m���� �m������ �� ��������� ������� ���������� ���� ��� ����

• ����������� ����� � ���� ���� ��� ���������� �� �������� ��� ��� ����������� ����� ���� ��� 
����� � ��m��������v� ��v����m��� �����m���� ���� ���� �� ��� ��q����� �� m��� ��� 20����� 
������� ���� ��������� �� ��� �m� �� ��� ������� b�� m�� ������b��� �� ���������� ������� 
������ ��� ��v������ ��� ���v��� ��mm������ ��� ����� ���������� ���� ���� ��m���m��� �x����� 
���� ���� �� ��� V�������  ��� ���� ��q����� ������� �������� ��� ������ �� ������� ������ ���, 
���v�����, ��� ���������� �������� ��� ������ ����� ������� �������� ��� ������v� ��v����m����, 
���v��� � v�������� b���� �� ��� ������� ��� m������� �������v��� ���� ����������� ������ �� 
�������� ������

• M�X�� ��� � ��V�� F��������� � ���� ���������� �� �������� ��� � m�x �� ��� �� m��� �� ��� 
��������� ���� ����: ��v��, ��mm������, m����m�������� m������m���, �����������, ��������, ��� 
��b��� ���� ������

• ���� ������� ������ ��� ��������� � ��� ������ �� ���� ���������� �� �� ���v��� �����b�� 
���� ��� ��v����m����� ������v����, ��������� ��������� ���������, ��� �����m���� ��b��� 
���������� ��� ���������� ���� ������� �� ��� V�������� �����, �����������, ��� ����� ��b��� ���� 
������ ��������� �������� ����� ��� ������v���� ������

• ������� F����� � ���� ���������� �������� ���v����� m������ ������� ������ ������� �� ��� 
��������� �� ��� V������ ��� �� �������� �� ����mm����� ������ m�����m��� ��� ����� �������� 
���� ����� ���� �� ��� ��������� �� ��m�x ���� ���� �� �������� �� ����mm����� ��� �m���� 
����������� �����  ��b��v����� �� ���� ���� ���� b� ���m���� �� ���� ���� ��� ��v����m����� 
������v���� ��� ����������� ����������� ���������

• �������� ��MM������ � �������� ����������� � ���� ���������� �� �������� �� 
���m��� � m����m ������� ���������� ���� ���� ���������� ��� �������� �� ��� ����������� 
�����b��������� ��� ���m��� ����� �� �� ���������� ���� ����� �������� ��� ��m� ������������ 
��� �������� ���v�����

• ���V� ���������� � ���� ���������� �� �������� �� m������� ��� ��������� ���������� ����� �� 
����� ��� � v������ �� ���m��� ���������� �����

• ����� ���������� � ���� ���������� �� �������� �� ����� � ��v������ �� ����� ���������� ��� 
��������� ����� �� �� ���m���� ����� ����������� ��� �m����� �� �������� ��������� ��� b� 
m��������



���� ��� ������������ � ��������
• ����������� � ���� ����������  �� �������� ��� �������, ���������, ���v�����, ��� ���������� �� 

������������ ��������, ��������� ��v������, ��� ��� ������� ��� ������ �� �m���m���� ��� m�������� 
���� ��� ���m��� ���������

• ���� � ���� ���� ��� ���������� ������� �� ��� V�������� �����, �����������, ��� ��b��� ���� 
�������  ���� �������� �������� �����, ������ �����, ������ �����, ��mm����� �����, ��� 
�����b������� ������   

• �������� � ���� ���������� ������� �� ��������� ��� ����� �� ���� ���� ���v���: 

• ��������� m����m���� ������, ���� ���� �x����� �����, ������ �����, ��v����m������� 
������v� �����, �������� ��� ����� ����� ������, ��������� ����������� ������, ���������� 
��� V������ b��������� 

• B����v������ ��� �������� �������v���  

• ��MM������ � ���� ���������� �� �������� ��� ��v����m��� �������� �� ���v��� ��� ��mm������ 
����� �� ��� V������, ��� ��� �������  ��mm������ ���v���� ������� �� ��� V������ ������� 
���������� �������� �����b������� ��� ��mm����� ���v���� �� ���� �� v������ ���m� �� ������� 
����mm������ ��� ������� ���v���� ��� m����b�������� ��� m����������������� 

• ���������� � ���� ���������� �� �������� �� ��������� ��� ������� ��� ���������� ��v����m��� 
��� ������� �x����� ���������� ��v����m��� �� ��� ������� ���� �� ��mb������ �����  ������� 
���������� ��v����m��� ���� ��v� �������� ��� �������� �������������� ���� ��� ������� ������v� 
��� ����������  �����������, ��� ���������� ��v����m��� ���� b� �������� ��� �m���m����� �� 
m������ ��� ��v���� ������ �� ��� �����m�� ��� �������� ������� �� ��� ����b� ���������� 
��� ��mm������ �����  F�������� �������� m������ m�������� ��������� ��������� ��� ��v������� 
��������� ����������, ���� ���m ���������� ����, ��� ���������� ������ � ��b ��� ��� 
����m�������� ���������

• ����������� � ���� ���������� �������� ��� �����b�������������� ���������� ��v����m��� 
������ ��� V�������  �� �������� ������ �������� ��� m������ ��������� �� ���������� ���� ��� 
V�������� ������ B�����
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��� b���� ��mb���� 
���� ��� ��� ���� 
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�����
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��� ���������� ���������� 
�� �������� ��� ��� ������� 

���������� ���� ����� ��������� 
��� ��������� ������� ������� �� 

��� ��b�� �������m��� b������� 
��� m�� �� m�� ��� b� ��������� 

�� m�������� ���v������ 

������ ��������

���� �������� �� 
��v������� �� 

b���m��� m����m-
������� m��� ��m��� 

(3-4 ���������

�� ���� ��������� ��� �������� 
�� ����m�� �� ��v� � m�x�m�m 

b������� ������ �� 3 ������� 
��� ��������� ��mm������ ��� 
b��� ����� �� ������� �v� ��� 
������� �v�� ���� ��mm������ 

����� �� ��v������� �� ���� 
�������v� ���� ����m��� �v��
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What Do You Not �����
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������ ��������
��� ���� ����� �� ������ 

�v� �� ��������� ���������� 
������������� ���� �������� 

��v������ �� �� ������� 
F����� �� b���� ����� ���� 

�������� ����������

 �� ���� �������� ����� 
��������� ��� ��v������� 

�� ���������� ������
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What Do You Not �����

������ ��������

��� B�v�� ����������� ����� 
��� ��� ��������� ���� 

���v� ���������� ��� ����� 
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� 500m b���� ��m���� 
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��v������� �� ���v��� 
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������ �������� ������� V������ ����
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����mm���� ���������� 
��� ��v����m��� ������ 
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������ ���� ���v������ ��� ���������� 
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What Do You Not �����

Place�a�s�cky�dot�below�the�suggested�changes�that�
you�support.��Provide�comments�on�the�others: 

 

 

 

 

Would�you�like�to�see�Heritage�Conserva�on�Areas�
with�speci�c�design�requirements�in�other�historic�
parts�of�the�Village?� 

BUILT�ENVIRONMENT 
A�Vibrant�Village�Core 
Downtown�Heritage�Conserva�on�Area� Suggested�changes�to�the�HCA�Guidelines: 

 

1. Illustrate�the�guidelines�to�provide�be�er�guid-
ance�on�design�requirements. 

2. Require�the�fourth�storey�of�new�buildings�to�be�
set�back�to�reduce�its�visual�impact�on�the�
streetscape. 

3. Permit�new�buildings�to�be�set�back�from�the�
front�lot�line�to�allow�for�outdoor�customer�
sea�ng�(but�con�nue�to�permit�parking�only�at�
the�back�of�the�lot). 

4. Without�unduly�restric�ng�renova�ons,�add�spe-
ci�c�guidelines�for�key�heritage�buildings,�such�as�
the�Big�Store,�Ilo�Ilo,�Masonic�Hall,�the�Waverly�
Hotel,�Biblio�Taco,�Riding�Fools�Hostel,�etc. 

5. Do�not�require�addi�onal�on-site�parking�spaces�
when�a�commercial�use�changes�in�an�exis�ng�
building�within�the�HCA. 

6. Extend�the�HCA�to�include�any�addi�onal�com-
mercial�mixed-use�areas��proposed�in�the�growth�
scenarios. 

 

A�vibrant�downtown,�rich�in�character�and�history�is�
a�key�element�of�the�vision�for�Cumberland.�Some�
of�what�makes�the�downtown�streetscape�unique�
and�interes�ng�are: 
��A�mix�of�heritage�and�modern�buildings�of�di�er-

ent�sizes,�colours�and�building�materials 
��Varying�building�setbacks,�including�storefronts�at�

the�0�lot�line�as�well�as�recessed�entrances�and�fa-
cades 

��Outdoor�sea�ng�areas�in�front�of,�or�adjacent�to,�
businesses�(e.g.�Love’s�Ice�Cream,�Moon’s�Rec-
ords,�Glow�Café)�as�well�as�sidewalk�cafes. 

The�OCP�designates�the�downtown�core�as�a�Herit-
age�Conserva�on�Area�(HCA)�and�includes�guide-
lines�on�the�form�and�character�of�new�construc�on�
and�renova�ons�to�exis�ng�buildings.�The�guidelines�
provide��exibility�in�how�buildings�are�designed�to�
encourage�diversity�and�innova�on,�rather�than�
seeking�to�lock�in�the�look�of�a�single�era. 

The�guidelines�have�helped�guide�the�design�of�ren-
ova�ons�and�new�buildings.�However,�as�vacant�lots 
��������are�developed�and�older�buildings�are�replaced, 
�������������some�updates�to�the�guidelines�are�needed.� 



 

What�do�you�like? 

What�would�you�change�or�add? 

BUILT�ENVIRONMENT 
Housing�A�ordability 
For�many�residents,�a�ording�rent�or�home�own-
ership�is�becoming�increasingly�di�cult.�� 

Especially�renters�are�a�ected.�In�2021,�16%�of�
Cumberland��renter�households�experienced�
core�housing�need,�spending�more�than�30%�of�
before-tax�income�on�shelter�costs�(housing�and�
u�li�es);�9%�spent�more�than�50%. 

While�increasing�the�supply�of�housing�available�for�rent�or�purchase�can�
ease�price�pressures�somewhat,�non-market�housing�is�also�needed�to�pro-
vide�housing�that�is�a�ordable�for�low–�and�very�low-income�households. 

The�2014�OCP�supports�in�ll�housing,�reten�on�and�crea�on�of�new�rental�
housing,�employee�housing,�seniors�housing�and�special�needs�housing.��Be-
low�are�addi�onal�housing�policies�proposed�for�inclusion�in�the�new�OCP�
to�support�more�a�ordable�as�well�as�more�rental�housing.� 

Addi�onal�housing�policies�recommended�for�inclusion�in�the�new�OCP:�� 
h. Seek�partnerships�to�add�a�ordable�housing�to�munici-

pal�proper�es�as�part�of�a�civic�building�replacement�
plan. 

i. Seek�opportuni�es�to�acquire�proper�es�for�a�ordable�
housing�through�the�development�process. 

j. Reduce�parking�requirements�in�residen�al�zones�based�
on�criteria�such�as�proximity�to�transit/alterna�ve�trans-
porta�on�corridors,�and�income�levels�in�the�units. 

k. Advocate�for�a�review�of�the�BC�Building�Code�to�permit�
di�erent�standards�for��ny�homes. 

l. Explore�permi�ng�short-term�residence�in�RVs.� 

m. Implement�rental�tenure�zoning�within�mul�-family�
zones�to�require�a�percentage�of�new�units�to�be�rentals. 

a. Develop�a�clear�de�ni�on�of�a�ordable�housing�
and�a�ordability�guidelines�for�non-market�a�orda-
ble�units.� 

b. Develop�an�“A�ordable�Housing�in�Cumberland”�
web�page�with�links�to�resources�for�developers. 

c. Support�and�partner�with�non-pro�t�housing�socie-
�es. 

d. Build�up�the�A�ordable�Housing�Reserve�Fund. 

e. Support�regional�a�ordable�housing�ini�a�ves. 

f. Support�a�regional�coali�on�on�a�ordable�housing.� 

g. Priori�ze�development�applica�ons�for�non-
market�housing�over�other�types�of�applica�ons. 

 

 

What�is�your�priority�for� 
environmental�protec�on? 

Urban�Containment 
The�OCP�guides�land�use�and�development�pa�erns�
which�a�ect�the�rate�of�conversion�of�natural�land-
scapes�into�buildings�and�streetscapes. 

The�proposed�urban�containment�boundary�and��
growth�scenarios,�presented�on�previous�posters,�
concentrate�new�development�within�the�Village�
core�through�both�in�ll�and�mul�-family�housing.�
This�reduces�the�development�pressure�on�the�sur-
rounding�natural�areas.� 

A�denser�development�pa�ern�also�lowers�Green-
house�Gas�(GHG)�emissions�as�it�reduces�the�need�to�
drive�to�access�services�and�entertainment. 

Climate�Ac�on 
The�Village�is�in�the��nal�stages�of�comple�ng�a�cli-
mate�ac�on�plan.�Community�engagement�on�the�
plan�was�held�in�mid-February�and�early�May�of�this�
year.�The�OCP�will�include�the�2050�net�zero�emis-
sions�reduc�on�target�and�key�climate�ac�ons�iden�-
�ed�in�the�plan�to�strengthen�and�support�its�imple-
menta�on�such�as�adop�on�of�the�net�zero�carbon 
��step�code�for�all�new�buildings.�� 
��������FMI:�engagecomox�valley.ca/climate-ac�on-plan 

NATURAL�ENVIRONMENT� 

Protec�on�of�Environmentally� 
Sensi�ve�Areas 
The�OCP�includes�an�Environmental�Protec�on�Devel-
opment�Permit�Area�which�imposes�requirements�to�
protect�sensi�ve�ecosystems�during�development. 
More�on�this�on�a�subsequent�Natural�Environment�
poster. 

Water�Conserva�on 
The�OCP�includes�Development�Permit�Areas�that�im-
pose�requirements�related�to�form�and�character�of��
mixed-use,�commercial�and�industrial�developments. 
The�requirements�include�water�conserva�on�
measures�such�as�rainwater�capture�systems�for�irri-
ga�on,�minimizing�impervious�areas,�and�using�
drought�resistant�plants. 

Stormwater�Management 
The�Village�is�planning�to�update�its�Stormwater�
Management�Master�Plan�in�the�next�few�years.�The�
OCP�can�include�policy�to�support�more�green�rain-
water�infrastructure�to�maximize�the�amount�of�rain�
that�is�absorbed�and��ltered�by�plants�and�soil.�� 
Green�rainwater�infrastructure�includes�green�roofs,�
bioswales,�rainwater�tree�trenches,�permeable�pave-

ment,�and�reten�on�of�greater�soil�depths�on�develop-
ment�proper�es. 

Parks�and�Greenspace 
The�OCP�maps�desired�conserva�on�lands,�parks�and�
trail�corridors.�More�on�this�on�a�Community�Well-
Being�poster. 

How�the�OCP�strengthens�environmental�protec�on 



 

 

NATURAL�ENVIRONMENT 

DPA�#1�Updates 
To�further�strengthen�DPA�#1,�the�following�updates�are�proposed:� 
��Require�new�developments�to�work�with�natural�site�condi�ons�and�constraints�(site�adap�ve�planning).� 
��Require�foreshore�protec�on�to�use�greenshore�principles�whenever�possible,�as�con�rmed�by�an�engineer 
��Do�no�permit��at�faced�cast-in-place�concrete�walls�or�lock�block�wall�as�shoreline�protec�on� 
��Add�regula�ons�to�restrict�construc�on�on�sleep�stopes 

��Require�the�reten�on�of�vegeta�on�at�the�top�of�steep�slopes�at�a�setback�recommended�by�a�geotech-
nical�engineer�to�ensure�the�stability�of�the�slope. 

Development�Permit�Area�Requirements 
The�OCP�establishes�requirements�for�environ-
mental�protec�on�through�its�environmental�
protec�on�development�permit�area�(DPA�#1).�
DPA#1�regulates�development�within�several�
types�of�environmentally�sensi�ve�areas�as�per�
Map�E�to�the�right.��Within�those�areas,�DPA#1�
requirements�have�to�be�met�before�any�land�
clearing�or�altera�on,�drainage�works,�or�con-
struc�on�of�buildings�or�structures�can�occur. 

DPA�#1�includes�requirements�for�streamside�
setbacks,�reten�on�of�natural�vegeta�on�within�
those�setbacks,�scheduling�of�work�to�minimize�
impacts�on�wildlife,�preven�on�of�deleterious�
substances�entering�waterways,�stormwater�reten�on�on�site,�rainwater�management,�protec�on�of�tree�root�
zones�during�construc�on,�and�many�other�provisions�that�seek�to�reduce�the�impact�of�development�on�sensi-
�ve�ecosystems. 

 

What�is�your�priority�when�it�comes�
to�the�protec�on�of�sensi�ve������

ecosystems�during�development? 

 

 

Number,�Name�or�Descrip�on 

The�map�below�shows�key�environmental�features,�
including�wetlands,�streams,�lakes,�and�watershed�
boundaries.�Further�features�may�be�added�as�the�
Comox�Valley�Conserva�on�Partnership�completes�
their�mapping�to�update�the�2014�Nature�Without�
Borders�report.� 

Based�on�current�informa�on�available,�the�map�
iden��es�exis�ng�and�proposed�conserva�on�lands,�
municipal�parks�and�trail�corridors,�and�the�pro-
posed�ac�ve�transporta�on�network�iden��ed�dur-

COMMUNITY�WELL-BEING 

ing�community�engagement�for�the�Village’s�Trans-
porta�on�Master�Plan.�This�informa�on�will�inform�
park�and�trail�corridor�dedica�on�and�protec�on�of�
sensi�ve�ecosystems�at��me�of�subdivision�or�dur-
ing�OCP�amendment�and�rezoning�discussions�with�
private�land�developers. 

While�the�map�below�aims�to�capture�key�green-
spaces�desired�for�future�protec�on,�it�does�not�as-
sign�a�priority�or�iden�fy�possible�partnerships�or�
strategies�for�their�acquisi�on.�That�will�be�reviewed�

Ac�ve�Transporta�on�Network,�Conserva�on�Lands,�Parks,�and�Trails 

What�areas�or�trail�corridors�would�you�like�to�see�protected?�� 
Add�a�numbered�s�cky�dot�onto�the�map.�Below,�write�a�name�or�descrip�on,�referencing�the�number. 

with�the�community�as�part�of�the�next�update�to�the�
Village’s�Parks�and�Greenways�Master�Plan�(currently�
planned�for�2026). 

During�the��rst�round�of�community�engagement�for�
the�OCP,�the�following�currently�unprotected�areas�
were�iden��ed�as�favourite�places:�“Eastern�Block”�
trails�and�“Middle�Earth”,�Maple�Lake�and�wetlands,�
the�wetlands�north�of�Maple�Street,�paths�to�lake�be-
hind�Coal�Valley,�west�of�Coal�Valley�Estates,�trails�o��
Bevan�Road,�Teal�Lake,�bike�path�to�Comox�Lake,�more�
commuter�trails.� 

Note:��Watershed�boundaries�to�be�updated�to�align�with�
the�boundaries�of�the�Comox�Lake�watershed�which�was�
recently�re-mapped�using�Lidar. 



COMMUNITY�WELL-BEING 

 

What�sugges�ons�do�you�have�to�strengthen�social�inclusion,� 

diversity�and�equity�in�Cumberland? 

 

 

 

Social�inclusion,�diversity�and�equity�(IDE)�are�
key�to�individual�well-being�and�a�healthy�
community�life.�Striving�for�an�inclusive,�di-
verse�and�equitable�community�means�
providing�for�the�needs�of�people�of�di�erent�
ethnic�groups,�income�level,�age,�physical�abil-
ity,�gender,�and�sexual�orienta�on. 

The�OCP�has�a�role�in�removing�barriers�to�IDE�by�suppor�ng:� 
�� Housing�op�ons�that�allow�for�ageing�in�place 
�� Development�of�more�rental�housing 
�� Development�of�a�ordable�non-market�housing 
�� Incen�ves�for�accessibility�and�universal�design�in�housing 
�� Accessible�public�and�private�spaces� 
�� Provision�of�transit,�safe�cycling�routes�and�sidewalks 
�� Civic�engagement�of�a�diversity�of�people�and�ages 
�� Gender�neutral�bathrooms,�gender�inclusive�recrea�on, 
�� Healthy,�local�food�op�ons 
�� Access�to�greenspace�for�people�of�all�abili�es 
�� A�diverse�local�economy 
�� Partnerships�with�organiza�ons�that�support�equity-seeking�groups 
�� Comple�on�of�an�accessibility�assessment�and�ac�on�plan�that�reviews�mu-

nicipal�services,�employment,�public�communica�on,�employee�training,� 

������������among�other�things. 

Social�Inclusion,�Diversity,�and�Equity� 
Key�Concepts  
Equality:�Individuals�are�given�the�same�resources�and�opportuni�es. 

Equity:�Each�individual�has�di�erent�circumstances,�and�therefore�di�erent�resources�
and�opportuni�es�are�needed�to�ensure�fairness,�access�and�opportunity�for�all. 

Inclusion:�Helps�individuals�of�all�ages�and�backgrounds�feel�
welcome�in�a�community,�feel�safe,�respected�and�valued�for�
who�they�are,�and�be�included�in�decisions�that�a�ect�them. 

COMMUNITY�WELL-BEING 
What�is�needed�to�support�local�food�growers? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What�other�ini�a�ves�and�policies�could�the�Village�
support�to�increase�food�security�in�Cumberland? 

Food�Security 
The�2014�OCP�recognizes�the�importance�of�
strengthening�local�food�produc�on�and�includes�
policy�that�supports�local�food�growing�opportuni-
�es�on�public�and�private�lands.�It�also�includes�pol-
icy�to�support�regional�food�security�ini�a�ves�such�
as�a�food�hub. 

The�Village’s�Zoning�Bylaw�permits�the�following�us-
es: 
��Urban�agriculture�and�market�gardens�in�most�
residen�al�areas 

��Domes�c�beekeeping�and�keeping�of�hens�in�
most�residen�al�areas 

��Roo�op�beekeeping�in�the�downtown�core� 
��Keeping�of�livestock�on�lots�larger�than�1�acre 

Moving�Forward 
Addi�onal�policy�could�include: 

��Develop�municipal�local�food�procurement�policy 
�� Integrate�food�security�into�emergency�planning 
��Support�food�access�programs,�such�as�the�
Cumberland�Food�Share�program� 

��Support�local�food�infrastructure�to�facilitate�food�
produc�on,�processing,�and�post-produc�on�
facili�es,�such�as�cold�storage�and�community�
kitchens. 

��Review�industrial�zones�to�support�food�
processing�and�post-produc�on�facility�uses� 

��Review�zoning�to�permit�community�gardens�in�
parks�and�on�private�proper�es.  

2023�Wonton-making�workshop—Cumberland�125th�Anniversary�Belonging�Event 



COMMUNITY�WELL-BEING 

What�forms�of�arts�and�culture�are�important�to�you?����������������What�can�the�Village�do�to�support�arts�and�culture?�����������������

 

 

 

 

What�kind�of�arts�and�culture�spaces�are�needed�in�the�����  ��How�can�public�art�be�incorporated�into�the�Village�
Village?�Where�do�these�spaces�best�exist?�����������������������������������to�celebrate�Cumberland’s�iden�ty? 

Arts�and�Culture 
A�fundamental�draw�for�Cumberland�is�its�sense�of�histo-
ry�and�culture,�which�has�a�racted�a�diversity�of�people�
who�enjoy�a�certain�pace�of�life�connected�with�nature,�
community,�and�the�arts.��Cumberland’s�exis�ng�arts�
and�culture�scene�is�characterized�by�visual,�graphic,�and�
performing�arts,�as�well�as�an�ac�ve�calendar�of�commu-
nity�events,�music�shows,�and�fes�vals.�� 

While�the�current�OCP�recognizes�the�importance�of�
building�upon�the�community’s�rich�ar�s�c�and�culture�
ac�vi�es,�it�is�limited�in�de�ning�what�forms�of�arts�and�
culture�are�valued,�and�how�they�can�best�be�celebrated�
and�supported.�Through�this�OCP�review�process,�we�
can�establish�new�ways�to�meet�the�desired�arts�and�
culture�outcomes�of�the�community. 

ECONOMY 
What�are�the�current�strengths�of�Cumberland’s�
economy?� 

 

 

 

 

What�is�needed�to�strengthen�the�local�economy�
further? 

 

 

 

 

What�trends�a�ec�ng�the�local�economy�have�you�
experienced�or�do�you�see�in�the�Village�and�the�region? 

Local�Economy 
In�Cumberland’s�2014�OCP,�the�three�primary�sec-
tors�iden��ed�for�economic�growth�were�eco-
tourism,�commercial�development,�and�industrial�
development.��As�the�community�has�grown,�and�
new�trends�have�emerged,�it�is��me�to�reassess�pri-

ori�es�and�establish�
new�policies�that�re�ect�
the�collec�ve�vision�of�
the�community. 

2021�Census�-�Industries�of�employment�of�Cumberland�residents�

Looking�Forward 
During�previous�community�engagement�events,�
the�following�themes�were�iden��ed: 

��Need�for�balancing�tourism�growth�with�quality�of�
life�for�residents 

��Emphasis�on�suppor�ng�local�businesses,�
including�home�based�businesses�and�the�culture�
and�arts�industry 

��Addressing�barriers�to�business�development 
�� Importance�of�engaging�the�community�and�
having�open�communica�on�channels�when�
discussing�economic�development� 

�� �Priori�zing�collabora�on�among�community�
partners,�businesses,�non-pro�ts�and�local�
government 

��Economic�challenges�are�impac�ng�businesses,�
including�closures,�sta�ng�issues,�and��nancial�
struggles 

��Need�to�invest�in�the�downtown�core,�including�
infrastructure�updates�to�ensure�Cumberland�has�
a�func�oning�and�vibrant�commercial�centre 

��Sugges�ons�for�a�rac�ng�community-minded�
developers�and�incen�vizing�sustainable�prac�ces 



 NEXT�STEPS 

What’s�Ahead 
�� May�30,�2024,�4—6�p.m.,�Local�Economy�in�Focus�workshop�
(RSVP�to�planning@cumberland.ca�to�join�the�discussion) 

�� By�end�of�May:�Today’s�poster�boards�and�key�ques�ons/survey�
posted�for�feedback�at�engagecomoxvalley.ca/Cumberland� 

�� Community�engagement�summary�report�to�Village�Council 

�� Fall�2024�community�engagement�on��nal�recommended�
growth�scenario�and�policies� 

�� OCP�Bylaw�to�Council�for�adop�on�process,�including�public�
hearing�on�Bylaw 

Follow�engagecomoxvalley.ca/Cumberland�to�receive�news�updates�on�the�OCP�review. 



G���������������
�FFICIAL�C�����I����LA���E�IE�

LOCAL
ECONOMY
IN�FOCUS
CUMBERLAND�����
Th�rsda�,�Ma��30,�2024,��4:00���6:00�pm
Co�ncil�Chambers�2675�D�nsm�ir�A�e

Introductions

Presentation of Community Statistics

Discussion (1):  Trends, Strengths, 
Opportunities

Presentation of Proposed Changes to  
Land Use Designations

Discussion (2):  Land Use Designations

Next Steps

A�E�DA

OFFICIAL�COMMUNITY�PLAN�REVIEW DEMOGRAPHICS

Median�Age

DE��G�A�HIC� E��L���E��

G���������������
�FFICIAL�C�����I����LA���E�IE�



BUSINESS�LICENSES��AS�OF�MAY������

TYPE�OF�BUSINESS QUANTITY

FOOD�AND�BEVERAGE ��

ACCOMODATION��VACATION�RENTAL ��

HOME�BASED ��

INDUSTRIAL� ��

RETAIL ��

SERVICE ��

PROFESSION ��

CONTRACTOR� ��

OTHER �

TOTAL ���

BUSINESS
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0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

No certificate, diploma or degree

High (secondary) school diploma or equivalency certificate

Postsecondary certificate, diploma or degree

EDUCATION
30.8% of Cumberland
residents have a bachelors
degree or higher, compared
to 25.4% in the CVRD

MAJOR�AREAS�OF�STUDY

HI�GHEST�CERTIFICATE��DIPLOMA�OR

DEGREE�FOR�THE�POPULATION����

1) Health and related fields
2) Architecture, engineering,
and related trades
3) Business, management
and public administration

No Certificate, diploma or degree

Highschool diploma or equivalent

Postsecondary certificate, diploma
or degree

H���I�G

���THE�OCP�S�IMPACT�ON�THE�LOCAL�ECONOMY

Lays out a long-term vision, goals and actions to guide growth and
change 
Designates lands for commercial and industrial uses
Identifies policy that guides allocation of Village resources and
initiatives 
Guides updates to other Village bylaws (e.g. parking requirements,
permitted uses, home-based businesses, urban agriculture, live-work
arrangements etc.)
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DISCUSSION�QUESTIONS

1) What trends affecting the local economy have you experienced
or do you see in the Village and the region?

2) What are the current strengths of Cumberland’s economy?

3) What is needed to strengthen the local economy further? 
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LAND�USE�
DESIGNATIONS

FROM�OCP�TO�ZONING

Land use designations mark the desired future use of the land
Zoning Bylaw update follows OCP adoption and, in some
cases, zoning may be amended to match land use
designations
Even if the land use designation and zoning of a property
change, existing use can continue (legal non-conforming)
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Reduce downtown building
height to 3 storeys

Add “Downtown Commercial Adjacent to
Residential” north and south across the lane.

Extend Commercial Mixed Use
east along Dunsmuir Ave

From Industrial to
“Service Commercial”

From Industrial to “Mixed Use”

Scena�io�A
Urban containment boundary

around residential growth

Residential Infill -
up to 4 units  

Change to “Med.
Density Multi-Family”

From Institutional to
“Mixed Use-Civic Facilities”

From Institutional to
“Service Commercial”

From Mixed Use to “Low
Density Residential” 

Extend Mixed Use north up Third Street 

Scena�io�B

Keep downtown building height to 4 storeys,
do not extend Commercial Mixed Use east 

No “Downtown Commercial Adjacent to
Residential” north and south across the lane.

Extend Mixed Use north up Third Street 

From Industrial to
“Service Commercial”

From Industrial to “Mixed Use”

Urban containment boundary
around residential growth

Residential Infill -
up to 4 units  

Med. Density
Multi-Family

From Institutional to “Mixed
Use - Civic Facilities”

From Institutional to
“Service Commercial”

From Mixed Use to “Low
Density Residential” 

Change to
Residential Infill  

Change to Residential Infill  

Change from
Agricultural
to Working

Forest

Distinguish between Light
Industrial and Heavy Industrial 

Show 500 m buffer
around landfill cells 

 Show Comox Lake Drinking
Watershed Boundary

A single designation for
the Interchange Lands

o���ide��he
�illage�co�e DISCUSSION�QUESTIONS

1) What do you like about the proposed future land use scenarios?

2) Do the proposed scenarios support the type of local economic
development we want and need?

3) What would you change? And why?
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NEXT�STEPS

Develop a single future land use map
Present community input to Council with recommended
OCP updates
Final round of community engagement on policy options
and recommendations
Draft OCP Bylaw and present to Council
Formal bylaw adoption process

THANK�YOU�

G���������������
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For more information on the OCP review project, visit:  
https://engagecomoxvalley.ca

BONUS�
i) small scale home crafts
ii) private music, dancing, and
art lessons and academic
tutoring 
iii) personal services; 
iv) office use;
v) food catering;
vi) pet grooming (not including
pet daycare or boarding);
vii) in-home day care;
viii) repairs to small appliances
and electronics 
ix) professional services.

B��ine��e��pe�mi��ed
a��home�occ�pa�ion�



Welcome� 
What�is�an�O�cial�Community�Plan?  

An�O�cial�Community�Plan�(OCP)�sets�out�a�long-term�vision,�goals�and���
ac�ons�to�guide�land�use,�growth�and�change�in�a�community.�� 

The�new�OCP�for�Cumberland�will�guide�how�the�Village�grows�for�the�next�
decade�and�beyond.��It�will�include�policies�and�priori�es�for�housing,�
climate�change,�economic�development,�transporta�on�and�mobility,�
infrastructure,�heritage�protec�on,�arts�and�culture,�food�security,�parks�
and�recrea�on,�environmental�protec�on�and�overall�community�well-
being. 

The�OCP�also�shapes�development�through�designa�ng�development�
permit�areas.�The�objec�ves�and�guidelines�in�these�areas�are�to�enhance�
environmental�protec�on�when�a�new�property�is�developed�and�shape�the�
form�and�character�of�mul�-family�residen�al,�commercial�and�industrial�

Why�is�the�exis�ng�OCP�under�review?  

The�exis�ng�OCP�dates�back�to�2014�and�while�the�Plan�has�served�the�
community�well�with�many�of�the�policies�con�nuing�to�be�relevant,�new�
issues�have�emerged�over�the�past�decade�that�need�to�be�addressed�
through�new�or�updated�policy. 

The�data�underlying�the�OCP�is�also�in�need�of�an�update.��The�2014�OCP�
was�based�on�the�2011�Canada�census,�2013�BC�Sta�s�cs�growth�
projec�ons,�and�2003�to�2013�Village�building�permit�trends.�The�new�OCP�
will�be�informed�by�2021�census�data,�building�and�development�permit�
trends�since�the�last�OCP�review,�the�recently�completed�regional�
greenhouse�gas�emissions�inventory,�and�updated�mapping.� 

Today’s�event  

The�goals�of�today’s�event�are: 

�� Help�build�a�vision�for�Cumberland�to�guide�development�of�priori�es�
and�ac�ons�under�each�of�the�OCP�topics. 

�� Iden�fy�issues�and�hot�topics�for�discussion�at�fall�engagement�events.� 
 

Why�are�favourite�places�so�important? 
Favourite�places�give�life�and�spirit�to�a�community.�They�are�where�we�go�
to�recharge,�where�we�like�to�hang�out,�meet�new�people�or�connect�with�
family�and�friends.�Favourite�places�make�us�feel�at�home�in�a�community. 

Understanding�the�favourite�places�in�the�Village�and�the�stories�behind�
them,�tells�us�what�residents�value�and�would�like�to�see�retained�or�ampli-
�ed�as�the�community�grows. 

Favourite�Places 
Share�about�your�favourite�place  

1. Find�your�favourite�place�on�the�map. 

2. If�it�doesn’t�already�have�a�number�on�it,�mark�it�with�a�s�cky�dot�with�the�next�free�
number�(check�below). 

3. If�the�place�already�has�a�number,��nd�it�on�the�list�below. 

4. On�a�s�cky�note,�write�what�you�like�and�value�about�the�place�and�put�it�next�to�the�
number. 

5. To�agree�with�what�someone�else�has�wri�en,�please�a�s�cky�dot�next�to�it. 

1.���____________________________________ 

2.���____________________________________ 

3.���____________________________________ 

4.���____________________________________ 

5.���____________________________________ 

6.���____________________________________ 

7.���____________________________________ 

8.���____________________________________ 

9.���____________________________________ 

10.�____________________________________ 

11.�____________________________________ 

12.�____________________________________ 

13.�____________________________________ 

14.�____________________________________ 

15.�____________________________________ 

16.�____________________________________ 

17.�____________________________________ 

18.�____________________________________ 

19.�____________________________________ 

20.�____________________________________ 

21.�____________________________________ 

 



What�do�you�want���������
Cumberland�to�be�
like�in�2050? 
OCP’s�are�guided�by�a��vision�
statement�which�presents�an�
image�of�a�community’s�������
desired�future.�� 
A�vision�includes: 
�� what�we�love�about�our�

community�and�want�to���
retain; 

�� what�we�aspire�to�have�
that�we�might�not�have��
today; 

�� the�challenges�and�issues�
we�want�to�have�solved. 

Share�your�vision�in�the�space�
to�the�right. 
If�you�like�what�someone�else�
shared,�put�a�s�cky�dot�next�to�
it. 

 

 

 

 

 

Post�a�s�ckie�or�write,�draw,�doodle�directly�in�this�space 

Share�your�Vision 

The�above�are�just�a�few�of�the�changes�Cumberland�has�been�experiencing�over�the�
past�decade.� 

On�the�following�three�poster�boards,�organized�by�OCP�topic�area,�share�what�is�on�
your�mind�and�you�would�like�to�see�explored�at�public�engagement�events�in�the�fall.� 

Community�Sta�s�cs 

     

 

 

 
 

  2016 2021 �Change 
Popula�on 3,770 4,445 +18.5% 

Median�Age 37.9 39.2  +1.3�years 

Age�groups�with�largest�share�of�pop-
ula�on 

Under�14�(18.4%) 
35-44�(16.6%) 
Over�65�(14.8%) 

Under�14�(20%) 
35-44�(20%) 
Over�65�(15.2%) 

+1.4% 
+3.4% 
+0.4% 

Average�household�size 2.4�people 2.4�people 0 

Median�a�er-tax�household�income $65,203�(in�2015) $75,500�(in�2020) Not�adjusted�to�account�
for�in�a�on 

Unemployment�rate 7.5% 8.2% +0.7% 

Average�home�sales�price�  $399,006 $677,000� Not�adjusted�to�account�
for�in�a�on 

Renter�Households 26.5% 28% +1.5% 

Renters�spending�more�than�30%�of�
household�income�on�shelter�costs 

10.1% 29.1% +20% 

Rental�vacancy�rate 1.4% 0.7% -0.7% 

  2016 2021 �Change 
Top�employment�sectors  Health�Care�and�So-

cial�Assistance�
(20.6%)  

Retail�trade�(11.8%)  

Construc�on�
(10.8%)  

  

Health�Care�and�So-
cial�Assistance�
(17.6%)  

Professional,�scien-
��c,�technical�ser-
vices�(9.8%)  

Retail�trade�(7.6%)  

Rise�in�professional�ser-
vice�industry�as�one�of�
top�three�employment�
sectors 

Places�of�work        

���Work�from�home  7% 17.2% +10.2%  

���Work�in�Cumberland 16.9%  19.3% +2.4% 

���Work�elsewhere�in�Comox�Valley  69%  67.7% -2.7% 

���Work�elsewhere�in�Province 13.7%  11.3% -2.4% 

���Work�outside�of�Province 0.7% 2% +1.3% 

Main�mode�of�commu�ng        

���Motor�vehicle  85.2%  85.5% +0.3% 

���Public�transit 1.7% 1.1% +0.6% 

���Walk 7.4% 4.5% -2.9% 

���Bicycle 2.5% 3.4% +0.9% 

���Other�mode 2.8% 5.3% +2.5% 

Cumberland�2016�to�2021 
Below�are�a�few�key�sta�s�cs�about�Cumberland�and�its�residents.�The�numbers�show�how�the�community�has�changed�between�the�last�two�censuses. 
The�changes�are�important�to�consider�in�discussions�of�how�Cumberland�should�grow�and�adapt. 



What�is�on�your�mind? 
Under�the�Economy�sec�on,�the�
exis�ng�OCP�includes�policies�on 
�� local�economic�development,� 
��arts�and�culture 
��tourism 
�� local�food�produc�on.� 

The�Natural�Environment�sec�on�
includes�policies�on: 
��environmental�preserva�on,� 
��views�and�landscape�character,� 
��climate�change� 
��natural�hazardous�areas 

The�OCP�also�includes�environ-
mental�development�permit�area�
guidelines�that�new�development�
has�to�follow. 

��Economy 

Economy—�Natural�Environment 

��Natural�Environment 

What�is�on�your�mind? 
The�Built�Environment�is�a�broad�topic�
area�in�the�OCP�and�includes: 
Loca�on�of�desired�future�land�uses: 
��Single�and�low�density�residen�al 
��Mul�-family�residen�al 
�� Industrial 
��Commercial� 
Areas�that�will�accommodate�future�
growth 
Housing 
Heritage�preserva�on 
Municipal�infrastructure�(u�li�es) 
Transporta�on�and�connec�vity 
Areas�for�sand�and�gravel�extrac�on 
 
Share�your�thoughts,�concerns�and�
ideas�related�to�these�topics.�� 
� 
 

��Built�Environment 

Built�Environment 



What�is�on�your�mind? 
In�the�exis�ng�OCP�document,�
Community-Well�Being�includes:� 
��Health�and�wellness� 
��Recrea�on 
��Parks�and�greenways� 
��Ageing�in�place 

Other�topics�under�this�heading�
could�be�arts�and�culture,�equity,�
accessibility�and�social�inclusion. 

Let�us�know�your�concerns�or�ide-
as�related�to�the�above�and�simi-
lar�topics.� 

The�comment�box�labelled�
“Other”�is�for�anything�else�you�
want�to�share�that�touches�on�
land�use�and�how�you�think���
Cumberland�should�grow�and�
adapt�to�today’s�challenges. 

��Community�Well-Being 

Community�Well-Being�&�Other 

��Other 

What’s�ahead: 
�� Today’s�poster�boards�posted�at��������������������
connectcumberland.ca 

�� Online�favourite�places�map�and�discussion���
forum�collect�further�resident�input�at��������
connectcumberland.ca 

�� Review�of�public�input�received�with�Village’s�
Advisory�Planning�Commission.� 

�� Dra�ing�of�the�community�vision. 

�� Iden��ca�on�of�hot�topics�for�discussion�at�
the�fall�engagement�events.� 

�� Presenta�on�of�an�engagement�summary�����
report�to�Council�in�late�summer/early�fall. 

�� Fall�engagement�events�to�share�public�input�
received,�iden�fy�further�community�sta�s�cs�
and�trends,�and�explore�OCP�topics�in�depth. 

We�look�forward�to�seeing�you�at�our�fall�events! 

Don’t�miss�out! 

Visit�connectcumberland.ca�
and�sign�up�to�receive�updates�
and�no��ca�ons�of��upcoming�
engagement�events. 

Next�Steps 







Cemetery Clean Upa

Village News
Want to stay up to date with Village News as it happens? 

Join our newsletter! Look at the bottom left of cumberland.ca to sign up. 

Council Corner

THE VILLAGE OF CUMBERLAND

July 14 at 5:30 pm
July 28 at 3:00 pm and 5:30 pm

Summer Council Meeting Dates 

Council is grateful the community’s input and can be contacted
regularly through info@cumberland.ca

Meeting agendas are available at cumberland.ca on the Friday
before the meeting. All meetings are held in the Cultural Centre
at 2674 Dunsmuir Avenue and can be watched live on YouTube.

Lake Park Webcam
Are you heading to the lake? Check the parking lot and boat
launch cam before you go! 
cumberlandlakepark.ca/parking-lot-cam/ 

Read the New Draft Official Community Plan 
The draft Official Community Plan (OCP) will be available
online in August for review. Watch for an in-person
engagement in early fall. Check out engagecomoxvalley.ca/
cumberland to learn more and sign up for notifications.

Recreation Centre Summer Hours
Summer hours at the Cumberland Recreation Centre are
from June 2 to September 2;

Monday to Thursday - 7:00am – 9:00pm
Friday 7:00am – 4:30pm
Saturday, Sunday & holidays - Closed

Council is considering a new Amenity Cost Charges program
and bylaw to collect fees from new development to help
pay for future recreation and daycare facilities. 

Temporary Gymnasium Closure
The gymnasium at the Cumberland Recreation Centre will
be temporarily closed for three weeks starting July 8, for
some important facility improvements. All other facilities
and amenities, including the fitness studio, squash courts,
Cultural Centre and commercial kitchen, will remain open.
If this closure affects your registered program, you will
receive an email informing you of any changes.

Join the Advisory Planning Commission (APC) 
Help shape how Cumberland grows and develops! The APC
reviews Official Community Plan amendments, rezoning,
temporary use permits, and other complex development
applications, and makes recommendations to Village
Council. The APC may also be asked to comment on policy
about housing, land use, tree protection and other topics.
Find out more at the Village office and at
cumberland.ca/apc. Apply by July 27, 2025.

Cumberland Recreation Fall Registration
Registration for Fall recreation programs from September
to December starts Monday, August 11 at 7:00am. For more
information and how to register, visit:
cumberland.ca/recprograms/

Get Notified in an Emergency
Stay prepared and in the loop—sign up for local emergency
notifications and find more information about alert systems
at: comoxvalley.connectrocket.com/

An application to the BC Housing Community Housing Fund
for the Ḱwaxdzi’dzas affordable housing project on Second
Street is being prepared. The project would bring more
rental housing options to Cumberland, including up to 6
rental units for VIHA staff. The project will only proceed if
funded by BC Housing. 

The Village is seeking more funding from senior government
for the replacement of the dam at the No. 2 drinking water
reservoir. The dam must be replaced for seismic stability
and to mitigate watershed erosion concerns.

Zoning Bylaw Update

The Village is updating its Zoning Bylaw to meet the
needs of our growing community and align with the new
OCP under development. We invite community members
to follow along and participate in upcoming
engagements, which will begin this summer. Check out
engagecomoxvalley.ca/cumberland to learn more and
sign up for notifications.
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O?cial Community Plan Review
A Vjh OZ]iU_ CgWWYVita P_UV (OCP) ^UsjT gV pY^_i] iVpYt hUs ^jjV

T[U\jT fg[ ]gWWYVita [jiijh. Thj OCP sjts gYt U _gV`-tj[W iisigV UVT

`gU_s, UVT iV]_YTjs pg_i]ijs tg `YiTj `[ghth UVT ]hUV`j iV thj ]gWWYVita

gij[ 10 ajU[s UVT ^jagVT, `YiTj_iVjs fg[ Tjij_gpWjVt, UVT U]XgVs fg[

]gWWYVita hj__-^jiV`.

Rjiijh thj T[U\ OCP Ut jV`U`j]gWgbiU__ja.]U/]YW^j[_UVT g[ pi]k Yp U ]gpa

Ut thj Vi__U`j OZ]j UVT `iij agY[ fjjT^U]k.

Virtual Open House

TYjsTUa, SjptjW^j[ 9, 6:30 p.W. tg 8:00 p.W.

Rj`istj[ Ut jV`U`j]gWgbiU__ja.]U/]YW^j[_UVT

In Person Open House

WjTVjsTUa, SjptjW^j[ 10, 3:00 p.W. tg 8:00 p.W.

D[gp iVtg thj MUsgVi] HU__ Ut 2687 DYVsWYi[ AijVYj.

Comment Online or Send an Email

^a SjptjW^j[ 29th

jV`U`j]gWgbiU__ja.]U/CYW^j[_UVT

p_UVViV`@]YW^j[_UVT.]U

WAYS TO PARTICIPATE



Cemetery Clean Upa

Village News
Want to stay up to date with Village News as it happens? 

Join our newsletter! Look at the bottom left of cumberland.ca to sign up. 

Council Corner

September Council Meeting Dates 

Council is grateful for the community’s input and can
be contacted regularly through info@cumberland.ca.

Check meeting dates and times and view agendas at
cumberland.ca. Meetings are in the Cultural Centre at
2674 Dunsmuir and live on Youtube. 

THE VILLAGE OF CUMBERLAND

Municipal Tax Sale
Municipalities in BC must hold a public tax sale of
properties with outstanding 2023 taxes.  If held, the
Village sale will be on Monday, September 29 at 10
a.m. at the Cultural Centre at 2674 Dunsmuir.

For more information and a list of properties search
“tax sale” at cumberland.ca. Email inquiries to
finance.voc@cumberland.ca or call 250-336-2291.

Zoning Bylaw Update

Official Community Plan Review 
A new Official Community Plan (OCP) has been drafted
based on community input and you are invited to review
the draft online. Attend an upcoming event to learn more
and give feedback:

Sep 2 at 5:30 pm
Sep 15 at 3pm and 5:30 pm

You can also help by not laying hot tools or parking
vehicles in dry grass, and not riding off-road vehicles in
the forest during high or extreme fire hazard rating. 

Use a fire-proof container for cigarette butts, and only
use CSA approved BBQs and fire pits in fire proof
locations. 

Keep Bears Safe

Tuesday, October 7 at 6:30pm – 8:00pm: Virtual open
house (register on Engage Comox Valley)
Wednesday, October 8 at 4:30pm – 7:30pm: In-
person, drop-in open house at the Masonic Hall at
2687 Dunsmuir Avenue

This fall, Council is focused on advocating for
Cumberland at the annual UBCM convention. Priorities
include funding for infrastructure, support for local
economic development, watershed protection, and
policing. Council is also pushing for safety improvements
and active transportation options at the Highway 19
interchange.

End of Summer Fire Hazards

Water Restrictions
The Village is currently under Stage 2 Restrictions, and
may increase based on forecasts, water levels in our
reservoirs, and total consumption volumes. For tips on
conserving water and current water restrictions,
search “water restrictions” at cumberland.ca. To support regional recreation, Council joined the CVRD

Track and Field Service. Council has been reviewing the
Water System Master Plan and have updated the water
conservation bylaw to better manage drinking water.

Help prevent bears from finding local food sources:

Store your solid waste in a secure location until
collection day
Keep your BBQ clean
Collect fallen fruit 
Store your pet food indoors
Lock your outdoor freezers

Cumberland Fire Rescue relies on all of us to help protect
the community from wildfires. Report any smoke in the
forest immediately to 911 or *5555 on your cell.

School Zones
A friendly reminder that school resumes September 3,
2025. Please expect an increase in pedestrians and
cyclists and obey all 30km/hour school zones.

Road Maintenance
Watch for road maintenance works this fall, including hot
asphalt patching. Please use caution around work sites.

The Village is updating its Zoning Bylaw to meet the needs
of our growing community. A draft bylaw will be ready for
community members to review this month. 

Tuesday, September 9, 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm: Virtual open
house (register on Engage Comox Valley)
Wednesday, September 10, 3:00 pm – 8:00 pm: In-
person, drop-in open house at the Masonic Hall, 
2687 Dunsmuir Avenue.

The Village’s updated Liquid Waste Management plan
has been submitted to the Province. Work continues to
separate sewer and storm systems that will  reduce
contaminants, while helping protect the environment
and lower treatment costs.

For updates, visit: engagecomoxvalley.ca/cumberland.

For updates, visit: engagecomoxvalley.ca/cumberland.

Search “fire” at cumberland.ca for latest updates.

Search “bears” at cumberland.ca for latest updates.

Attend one of two upcoming open houses to learn more
about the draft Zoning Bylaw:
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VILLAGE OF CUMBERLAND ZONING BYLAW REVIEW AND 

UPDATE: Summary of Engagement 
 

Introduction 

This document summarizes the feedback received regarding the Zoning Bylaw. The focus of 

engagement activities associated with the Zoning Bylaw Review and Update was to inform the 

public of the key changes being proposed as well as provide opportunities for members of the 

community to comment on the new Bylaw. 

 

Engagement Activities 

Online Feedback  

Community engagement initiatives for the Zoning Bylaw Review and Update have been 

supported by the Engage Comox Valley Zoning Bylaw Update webpage, which has acted as a 

central location for all project information including background materials, project updates, and 

a copy of the first draft of the Bylaw. The webpage also includes a “Question and Answer” 

section, where community members could submit questions about the Zoning Bylaw to be 

answered publicly by Village staff.  

The Village received several public comments via the project webpage Q&A Board, as well as 

four individual submissions. Two individual submissions covered a variety of topics pertaining to 

the Zoning Bylaw, and two are specific a lot or area: the Cumberland Rd area with Industry 

zoning, and the undeveloped lot on Maple St behind the Fire Hall. The comments posted to the 

Q&A Board focused on the accuracy of the Zoning Map, the need for greater alignment 

between the proposed accommodation home occupation regulations and the Short-Term 

Rental Accommodations Act, and whether SSMUH development can be stratified.  

A compilation of the public comments shared on the Zoning Bylaw webpage is appended to this 

Summary of Engagement. 

 

Development Community Workshop – August 19, 2025 

The Development Community Workshop event highlighted key changes being proposed to both 

the Zoning Bylaw and Development Permit Area (DPA) Guidelines (as part of the broader OCP 

Update process) that are most relevant to developers. Fourteen local developers attended the 

workshop.  

Comments received during the workshop focused on:  

• support for a modernized and simplified approach to zoning;  

• sharing experiences with using the existing bylaw  

• existing off-street parking requirements for the Village Core; such feedback has been 

addressed within the Draft Zoning Bylaw through overall reductions to parking 

requirements across the Village.  

https://engagecomoxvalley.ca/zoning-bylaw-update


K’ómoks First Nation (KFN) Meeting – September 4, 2025 

No specific feedback pertaining to the Zoning Bylaw was provided during the meeting; 

however, questions were raised regarding the capacity of the dam and existing water 

infrastructure to accommodate the Village’s projected growth. KFN also noted that the Village 

should develop a process for navigating the region’s archaeological potential, as future 

development could lead to the discovery of culturally significant artefacts that should be 

treated appropriately.  

The draft Zoning Bylaw was shared with KFN. It is understood that comments have been 

prepared but have not yet been sent to the Village. 

 

Advisory Planning Committee Meeting– September 11 and October 9, 2025 

The APC commented on the draft Zoning Bylaw along with the Draft Official Community Plan at 

two meetings. A range of topics was covered, including pre-zoning the lot behind the fire hall 

for multi-unit residential, and options for zoning should the R-3 zoned area on Cumberland Rd 

be included in the urban containment boundary. The minutes also record concerns that the 

MU-2 zone on Penrith Ave and Derwent Ave remove the ability to have an accessory dwelling 

unit; that is no correct and has been further clarified by an edit to table 11.4(1).  

 

Homelessness and Affordable Housing Committee Meeting – October 15, 2025 

There was no quorum for this meeting, so no minutes were recorded. The two members in 

attendance provided individual, verbal input to staff which was incorporated into the draft 

where relevant. One topic was about reduced parking requirements for affordable housing, 

where the input was that instead of setting a percent reduction in the number of required 

spaces in the Zoning Bylaw, that a variance still be required to assess the individual merits of 

the application, but that this variance be delegated to staff to streamline the process. 

 

Heritage Committee Meeting – October 16, 2025 

The Heritage Committee noted a couple of mapping inconsistencies that were corrected. They 

also provided input on reducing the maximum floor to ceiling height in the MU-1 zone. 

 

Open House Events – October 7 and 8, 2025 

Two community members attended the virtual open house event on October 7th, while 

approximately 30 people attended the in-person open house event on October 8th – including 

11 children from the local Cubs group. Comments received by the Village largely focused on:  

• Short-term rentals (i.e., alignment with new provincial legislation, applicability of new 

‘Bed and Breakfast’ accommodation use, rules of operation, etc.) 

• Ensuring future development complements the Village’s existing character 



• Clarifying the intent of new zones (e.g., the new Neighbourhood Mixed-Use zone and 

the updated Parks and Open Space zone) 

• Voicing support for the Bylaw’s increased flexibility for new residential development 

A compilation of the written submissions received during and following the Open House events 

are appended to this Summary of Engagement. 

   



All Responses 

Feedback from Public Q&A Board  

Thanks for the opportunity to engage this this platform. 

1. Village of Cumberland Schedule B - Zoning Map - is missing the 2016 Space Nugget acquisition 

to the east of the Cumberland Community Forest. This should be shown and read Parks and 

Open Spaces (PU1) 

2. Village of Cumberland Schedule B - Zoning Map - the 44 acre Lower Perseverance Lands 

purchased for conservation by the CCFS should have a designation other than Forest 

Stewardship Greenway (FSG which is what is used for working forest lands). Perhaps it could be 

the same as the adjacent CVRD lands and the little slip of Wellington Corridor (PU1). There is a 

conservation covenant on these lands. 

3. Part 14 - Rural Zones "This zone is intended to accommodate forest management and any 

associated residential uses, as well as appropriate, low impact, recreational activities in the 

forested areas outside of the Urban Containment Boundary." 14.2 Permitted uses seems to 

indicate dwelling units permitted for up to 10% lot coverage (so 6 ha of dwellings on 60 ha of 

land). 14.4(1) indicates a max of two dwelling per FGS lot. 

Either way, in previous OCP's this permissable use was tied to conservation of the reamining 

lands (FSG). Can you clarify if this has changed, if we should be looking for this information 

elsewhere or if you can indeed build 2 residential homes on a FSG lot with no other obligations? 

I'm glad to see that Data Centres are not permitted within Cumberland Boundaries, and that the 

Village has recognised that Cumberland could not supply the water needed to cool Data 

Centres. Thank you. [REDACTED] 

A minimum of “240 days of a calendar year” has now been added to designate principal 

residence? Where did the number “240 days” come from? The provincial and federal tax system 

that designates a “principal resident” from a tax or occupancy perspective only requires that a 

property be "ordinarily inhabited", and most guidance states that it means more than 50% of 

the year. Why have you added this 240 day minimum now? Why 7.89 months? Why not 183 

days (over 50%)? 

Why does an operator of a home occupation now now to be a “resident property owner”? Are 

occupation operators now required to be the property "owners”? Does this mean a long-term 

renter/or leaseholder can’t get a permit to operate a home business in Cumberland anymore? 

Hello, Cumberland's proposed zoning changes most areas into infill; however, there are still area 

restrictions placed for vacation rentals in the community. Can you please comment on how this 

vacation zone boundary was developed and why it is still included in the updated zoning maps 

now that most areas are designated as infill? It looks highly inequitable that in a small 

community that some areas are included and others are not and it's unclear what the reasoning 

is behind this. Thanks. 



Feedback from Public Q&A Board  

I noticed that the updated zoning for vacation rentals still follows the older boundary, even 

though most areas in the OCP are now designated as “infill.” This approach doesn’t seem to 

ensure fairness for all Cumberland homeowners, we all pay the same taxes, and it draws an 

arbitrary line through the community. Have other options been considered, such as a cap on 

vacation rentals community wide? 

Since all single family residential within the urban containment boundary is now automatically 

upzoned to 3-4 unit density on our property, once the property owner builds those will the 

property be then be stratified and sold off? Or are they only intended for rental? 

What happens to the title/lot after a one builds 3-4 units on residential lots. Does it get 

stratified? SSMUH upzoning on Residential Infill zone. 

 

Feedback from Open House Events 

Implementation of Small-Scale Multi-Unit Housing (SSMUH) 

How many people need houses? 

What about parking. Will parking spaces be included on the lots / not on the streets as there is 

crowding already. Thanks. 

Short-Term Rentals  

We need more vacation rentals in Cumberland. Make it easier. 

The separation of “Bed and Breakfast” and “Vacation Rental” accommodation is confusing as a 

“Bed and Breakfast” is considered a vacation rental. New provincial short term rental 

accommodation act applies to both and this separation is overly confusing and inconsistent with 

the Act. 

I am concerned that the village has decided to impose additional vacation rental restrictions 

over and above the new provincial legislation. I think this may be a little short-signed and overly 

focused on the current need for rental accommodation. We have recently seen dramatic shifts 

in tourism as a result of U.S. tariffs and we have a few rental developments set to be added to 

the Village. The need for vacation rentals may fluctuate and home-owners should be able to 

offer “sleeping units” within their primary residence, which would not be otherwise suitable for 

long-term rental housing. If the Village is concerned about secondary suites being used as 

vacation rentals the wording could be changed to better reflect this. The province has 

established the new legislation to address housing needs and new enforcement measure to 

address non-compliance and longstanding issues. Current BC legislation says short-term rentals 

are limited to the home where the host lives. Plus one secondary suite or accessory dwelling 

unit. I suggest that the Village remove “bed and breakfast” terminology and specifically restrict 

the vacation rentals to one dwelling unit and applies this to all zones. Or simply allow for the BC 



Feedback from Open House Events 

legislation to apply to all zones and let the province deal with compliance and enforcement if a 

problem develops. Suggest clarification in wording that specifically addresses the provision of 

bedrooms within a principal dwelling unit (owner’s home) that is not a separate “dwelling unit”. 

Home occupation – Bed and Breakfast Vacation rental accommodation. Alignment with BC’s 

Short-term rental accommodations act. 

Short term rentals should be allowed of a principal residence when that is the only residence on 

the property and when the owner is on vacation. 

Zone-Specific Comments 

Residential Zones More laneways for future development (ie Coal Valley Estates) 

Reduce the front yard minimum setback for future development (to 

improve neighbourhood form and character 

Allow larger accessory bldgs in R3 

Lot coverage (70%) on R-3 is too high for these large lots (also lots on 

Royston Rd) 

If part  of the reason to not putR3 in the urban containment boundary is to 

keep green canopy and limit growth somewhat then it would be sensible to 

limit the size of the dwellings [refers to ADU].  35% is a lot  and will see the 

removal of trees specially as no tree bylaw.  There aren’t that many that 

are 1 ha or larger however the gravel pit at wellington/bevan in my opinion 

should be lower multi family apartments and maybe a high school. 

Keeping of farm animals should continue to be permitted on lots greater 

than 0.4 ha. 

My property is zoned RM-1. Yet my 1894 built home + 1950’s shop fits 

none of the lingo in that zoning. I’m hoping this new mixed use zoning will 

allow me to have multiple suites + an accessory dwelling building with the 

capacity to operate an Air BnB. This Village desperately needs tourist 

accommodation. 

Mixed-Use Zones What is MU-2? I keep seeing this proposed but I have seen no verbiage 

regarding what it entails. 

What is mixed use mean on streets adjacent to Dunsmuir? 

Public Use Zones Area around sewage lagoon should be left for the wildlife no paths thro 

there. 

Make Coal Creek Historic Parks its own zone – HPU-1 Historic Park Use 1 to 

limit the possible uses and honour what it is. 



Feedback from Open House Events 

Change area of Village Park with spray park and playground to PU-1. 

General Comments of Support 

The R-2 West Camp Rd 0 setback in the front. Changes to provincial wording that will help/let 

us put an ADU in the front…And just generally like what the VoC does & is doing. You all 

rock!������ 

The new 0 metre setback for new building on Camp Rd. The removal of the restriction against 

building an A.D.U in the front yard area. Very happy re above as we are planning to build an 

ADU / suite addition. Increase cano[y goal for the Village. Bike lane additions & improvements 

& safety (rumbple strips on Cumberland Rd). Positive approach to integrating agriculture into 

residential areas. 

I believe all the changes in the Zoning Bylaw will be the great development for Cumberland. 

It’s a great proposed to have Cumberland village more developed and well-organized. 

Other 

More safety for cyclists. Close off left turn towards Courtenay at Peace Park (sketch drawn) 

We should have a tree protection bylaw. 

 
 
 

Individual Submissions 

See following pages 

 



1 

To: Village Council, Planning 

After a perusal of the proposed zoning bylaw, I have a few comments and 

questions.  Firstly, it was very difficult and very tiring to read the columns of blue 

on blue. 

 Map should be Schedule A and I think the insert should be a separate map 

Schedule B. The map A could be larger by moving the administrative 

features below zoning and not show so much area next to the Village. 

If the map is larger, it would be easier to see Village Square and the zoning 

designation labels on properties. 

Village Park as PU1 should include the area labelled PU2 which is part of 

the park and outside the proposed urban containment boundary. 

 It would be appropriate to have Coal Creek Historic Park to have its own 

zoning designation of HPU to honour its historic place in the Village’s 

history.  It is on the list on the BC Heritage website. 

 I would like the industrial lands on Cumberland Road to retain their existing 

zones.  The one storage unit was always zoned commercial and the only I1 

was the first lot which contains the bicycle place. 

 I would like to see the environmental aspects layer shown on the maps so it 

doesn’t get forgotten.  The swamps, creeks, etc. 



2 

 

 Are the existing residential lots on union road retaining R3 or are they infill 

as shown on the proposed OCP?  The Local Government Act requires 

zoning to comply with the OCP.                                                - 

 

 The land next door and behind the lots on Union shouldn’t be green neither 

should the rest of the Village’s owned land specially if the intent of the 

Village is what is in the proposed OCP.  There are other colours that could 

be used that doesn’t trigger peoples’ brains to see green and think park.       

 

RT zone at the lake Is campgrounds an appropriate use? I thought this was 

the cabins and would want to limit more septic systems. 

 

 

On Page 28 courtyards, patios, sidewalks and other hard surfacing are listed 

as exempt when calculating lot coverage as are arbours and, trellises and 

pergolas and on page 29 uncovered driveways etc. are also exempt.  In R3 

up to 70% lot coverage can be utilized.  Seems too high.  Where will the rain 

go? If too much of the land in the Village is built or covered the land does 

not get to recharge which affects the streams down hill from the Village. 

 

Page 32 Part 6.2(1) perhaps add …are permitted within the boundaries of the 

Village. In definitions it states that the Village is the Corporation of the 

Village of Cumberland however in some cases it actually refers to the 

boundaries 

   

Page 36 Part 6.6 Secondary suites In (2) it states a maximum of one 

secondary suite is permitted per principal dwelling unit.  There is no 

definition of a principal dwelling unit so if there are three dwelling units on 

a lot each being a principal use then each could possibly have a secondary 

suite.  I think it needs clarification or rewritten differently if this is not the 

intent. 

 



3 

 

Page 38 under restrictions of keeping poultry the sale of eggs is restricted by 

the province and the zoning bylaw should not be saying it can be unless it 

clarifies that it must comply with provincial rules and regulations. 

 

I would also like to see that under urban farming that if the property is R3, 

larger than an acre and outside the urban containment boundary that these 

properties can have other farm animals.  It wouldn’t be considered urban 

farming since the OCP and   Zoning bylaws are NOT counting these lands as 

urban.  So perhaps have another farming section specifically to deal with the 

lands outside the urban containment boundary. 

 

Part 7 Landscaping & Screening.  This whole section is to over the top.  

Imagine an acre plus landscaping is different than on a small lot.  I couldn’t 

imagine wanting to build another dwelling and find out that I have to install 

underground water system over an acre plus  of land and though all the 

existing large trees and plants already on my property.  If the intent is to 

ensure that the new commercial, industrial, mixed use and multi-family are 

required to do this then all the regulations in this section need to be in the 

OCP under the relevant development permit areas. 

 

If you have a lot and the buildings are built and then all the side, front and 

rear yards have to be landscaped, mulched, pruned… I mean what kind of 

life is going to exist in such a place?  How is the Village going to enforce 

this when off leash dogs can’t be enforced?  Why does page 42 include no 

planting requirements for landscape areas on lots where large trees have 

been retained and are outside the urban containment boundary? Why is 

Cumberland trying to look like everywhere else? 

 

Chain link fence should be allowed in R3 why all these rules? Most people I 

know moved here to not be ruled.  The chain link fence allows sunlight to 

move and make the next property not so dark.  If every property has to be 

fenced three sides then not much will grow. 

 

 



4 

 

Page 50 reduce cost of in lieu of parking for residential.  No one will have 

space for parking if all the buildings are built and landscaping done. 

 

Page 56 what is this? 

 

Page 57 what if 3 detached dwelling units? What if the one dwelling unit is a 

manufactured home? 

 

 

Page 58 Parking the whole section uses 100 square metres as minimum and 

as maximum.  How do you know what is the required parking to build? 

 

          Page 77 Why isn’t a bicycle storage required for a manufactured home? 

 

Page 82 RMU  allows 50 per ha 15m height being 4 stories which would 

encroach on dwellings next door. Ie union road homes. 

 

R3 height is 10.0 m, maximum two stories, two dwelling units with a front 

setback of 7.5 m and maximum lot coverage of 35%   

I would like it to be that the second dwelling unit is limited as to size.  On an 

acre or even half acre these are monster houses. Plus, when you are allowed 

to cover 70% with impermeable but an accessory building is max of only 50 

metres squared.  In my neighbourhood most of the homes do not have 

attached garages but separate.  The accessory building should be allowed to 

be larger. 

 

 

Page 95 11.4 Density regs.  Why is there no lot coverage of MU or MU2 

when one or two attached units?  Why would you need 15 caretaker suites in 

MU3? 

 

Page 97 why would setback in MU1 be 0 for front yard and side yards and 

why would exterior   side yard be 0 when a corner lot?  
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Page 101 The gas station at 4690 Cumberland Road does not have its pumps 

4.5 m from the lot lines.  They have been measured to include the 

covenanted area that the Village gave away. 

 

Page 103 Seems to be excessive lot coverage where does rain and snow 

percolate into the soil? 

 

Page 104 why do I-2 and I-3 have no rear or exterior side yard minimums? 

 

Page 106 13.2(1) why such a large food services area? 

 

Page 108 Maximum GFA why doesn’t it include principal use also? 

Example ambulance building 

 

Page 114 Map doesn’t show where ICR-1 and IREC-1 are on the map.  From 

what I recall of the covenant on the ICR-1 on the lower portion was multi 

family apartments  

 

Page 122; 15.5(2) IMU-4 and IMU-5 why is there no setback required from 

Royston Road? 

 

     Submitted  

 



Community Feedback Regarding Cumberland’s 2025 Zoning Bylaw Update 
Process 

 
Recommendations for substitutions in the 2025-09-02 Draft Zoning 
Bylaw related to Vacation Accommodation 
2025-10-13 
 
 
Amendments to Table 6.4(2) “Home Occupation Regulations” on pg 33 
 
Regarding Location 
 
Repealing the following current items in the draft:  

 Vacation Rental 

Location Must be conducted within a dwelling unit on the same lot as the dwelling 
unit in which the resident operator resides.1 

FOOTNOTES 1 -  No more than one dwelling unit per lot shall be used for a vacation 
rental accommodation home occupation. 

 
and Substituting them with: 
 

 Vacation Rental 

Location In the case of a sleeping unit rental (such as a bedroom), the sleeping 
accommodation must be conducted within the same dwelling unit as 
the resident operator. 
 
In the case of a vacation rental of a dwelling unit on a lot with only a 
single dwelling, a designated operator must be provided on the 
permit and included in the contact information on signage. 
 
In the case of a lot with multiple dwellings (including secondary 
suites and ADU), no more than one dwelling unit per lot shall be used 
for a vacation rental accommodation home occupation, and the 
resident operator must reside on the same lot. 

 
Reasoning for the Substitution: 

● This section is intended to ensure that no more than one dwelling unit, per lot, is used for 
vacation rentals, thereby maintaining long-term rental accommodations.  

● This substitution clarifies the 3 rental cases: 



○ “Sleeping accommodation” - renting a bedroom within a home 
○ “Vacation rental” of a home that is on a lot by itself (one single house) 
○ “Vacation rental” of a home/unit that is on a lot with multiple dwellings (Secondary 

suites, ADUs…etc) 
● This provides that in the case of vacation renting a home on a lot by itself, since the 

resident operator would be away, a designated operator who is a resident of the area 
can be provided, whose contact information would be on the permit, provided to guests, 
and on signage for neighbours, to assist with enforcement. 

● This section also ensures that, in the case of “Sleeping accommodation”, the resident 
operator must reside in the same dwelling as the rented bedroom. 

 
 
Regarding Operator Restrictions 
 
Repealing the following current items in the draft:  

 Vacation Rental 

Operator 
Restrictions 

The home occupation must be operated by a resident property owner who 
resides for more than 240 days of a calendar year on the same lot as the 
dwelling unit associated with the home occupation. 

 
and Substituting with: 
 

 Vacation Rental 

Operator 
Restrictions 

The resident operator must reside for a minimum of 183 days of a 
calendar year, in a dwelling unit on the lot associated with the home 
occupation. 

 
Reasoning for the substitution: 

● The new draft bylaw has added a 240 day restriction and a requirement that the operator 
must be the “owner”, without note. ( I am unable to locate either of these items in our 
current bylaws)  

● This section is intended to ensure Village bylaws align with the B.C. provincial 
requirement that short-term rentals are limited to the host's “principal residence” 

● B.C.’s principal residence requirement states that it is “The home where the host lives for 
a longer period of time in a year than any other place”  

● From a federal tax system, the Principal Residence Exemption (PRE) requires a property 
to be "ordinarily inhabited" by the owner, although it does not set a specific number of 
days, it is normally considered to be more than half of the year (183 days of the year).  

● Neither provincial nor federal guidance requires “Hosts” or “Resident operators” to be the 
legal “owner” of the property. The resident operator can be long-term tenants or 



leaseholders who ordinarily inhabit the dwelling on the property so that it is their principal 
residence. 

● This clause is also designed to restrict the vacation rental of a dwelling unit that is on a 
lot with only a single dwelling (a single home), to less than half of the year, to ensure that 
the dwelling is the resident operator’s (host) principal residence. 

● This ensures that single homes can only be vacation rented for a maximum of half the 
year.  

 
Regarding Client/Guest Restrictions  
 
Repealing the following current items in the draft:  

 Vacation Rental 

Client/Guest 
Restrictions 

Two guests per sleeping unit, up to a maximum of three sleeping units. 

 
and Substituting for clarification with: 
 

 Vacation Rental 

Client/Guest 
Restrictions 

Two guests per sleeping unit (bedroom), up to a maximum of three 
sleeping units per dwelling (maximum of six guests per dwelling 
unit). 

 
Reasoning for the substitution: 

● The substitution does not change the limits in the bylaw, it just clarifies the language. 
● This section sets the maximum number of guests per sleeping accommodation or 

vacation rental. 
● The maximum number of guests allowed in a vacation rental stays at 6 per dwelling 
● The maximum guests per sleeping unit stays at 2 (bedroom) 
● So that a home with 6 guests would have a minimum of 3 sleeping units (bedrooms) 
● The addition of the term “bedroom” helps clarify the language. 

 
 
Amendment to Table 9.4.1(2) Parking Requirements – All Other Areas - pg 59 
 
Regarding Client/Guest Restrictions  
 
Repealing the following item:  

Use  Minimum Number of Parking Spaces 



Home 
Occupation 

Vacation 
Rental 

0.6 spaces per sleeping unit  

 
and Substituting for clarification with: 
 

Use  Minimum Number of Parking Spaces 

Home 
Occupation 

Vacation 
Rental 

1.0 off-street space per 1 or 2 sleeping units (bedrooms) 
2.0 off-street spaces per 3 sleeping units 

 
Reasoning for the substitution: 

● This section sets the minimum number of off-street parking spaces needed per guest for 
vacation accommodation 

● The number of “0.6” parking spaces per sleeping unit has been added to this draft but it 
is difficult to implement or understand. It appears to mean that when renting a 1 bedroom 
suite, there would need to be 0.6 of a standard parking space off the street available for 
guests, so 60% of a driveway for instance.  

● The substitution looks to clarify that during the vacation rental of 1 or 2 sleeping units (1 
or 2 bedrooms) each of which can have a maximum of 2 guests, (so for up to 4 guests), 
a minimum of 1 off-street parking space must be available. 

● Example: when renting a 2 bedroom suite that can accommodate a maximum of 4 
guests, such as a family of 4, at least 1 off-street parking spot must be provided.  

● In the case of more than 4 guests, such as a 5 or a maximum of 6 guests, 2 parking 
spots must be provided.  
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Mayor and Council 
Village of Cumberland 
2673 Dunsmuir Avenue 
Cumberland, BC, V0R 1S0 

Re: 2714 Maple Street, Cumberland – Request for Pre-Zoning of Lands Behind the Fire Hall to Multi-Family 

Residential as Part of the Municipality’s OCP and Zoning Bylaw Update Process 

Dear Mayor and Council, 

As part of the ongoing OƯicial Community Plan (OCP) and Zoning Bylaw update processes, we are writing to respectfully 

request that the Village consider rezoning the lands located at 2714 Maple Street from R-1 to a multi-family 

residential / mixed use zone. The pre-zoning of these lands was supported by the Advisory Planning Commission 

during their September 11, 2025 meeting towards streamlining the availability of additional housing inventory within 

the Village. 

We submitted our rezoning application for these lands in March 2025 and have actively worked with staƯ to move this 

project forward. To date, the application has not been considered as the Village has eƯectively placed the application 

on hold due to the on-going OCP process, thus delaying the project. If the site is not rezoned as part of the Village OCP 

process, the project will be subject to further delays of 12 to 14 months. One of the primary reasons presented by Village 

staƯ for not proceeding with the pre-zoning of the lands was the inability for the Village to negotiate community 

amenities during the rezoning process, as the Village has not yet adopted an amenity cost charge bylaw. To facilitate 

the need for Village amenities, we would welcome a discussion on the registration of a covenant on title to identify key 

community amenities that the Village would wish to secure through the rezoning process. 

These lands are well-situated for higher-density housing due to their proximity to essential community services 

including, but not limited to, emergency services, transit routes, schools, and village amenities. Pre-zoning the land to 

support multi-family development would help facilitate a range of attainable housing opportunities and align with the 

Village’s housing objectives of eƯicient land use within the existing service area. 

By establishing an appropriate multi-family zoning framework in advance, the Village can provide greater clarity and 

predictability for future development while ensuring that planning objectives — such as compact form, walkability and 

housing diversity — are realized in a coordinated manner. 

We appreciate the Village’s commitment to thoughtful community planning and its proactive approach to managing 

growth. We hope that this request can be considered as part of the OCP and zoning bylaw review currently underway. 

Sincerely, 
 

Adam Knickle        Tom Grant 





From: Jason C

To: Courtney Simpson

Subject: Forward to council

Date: November 2, 2025 2:56:22 PM



Sent from my iPhone



 

 

 

 

 

Zoning Bylaw Update 
 

The Village is updating its Zoning Bylaw to meet the needs of our 

growing community. A draft bylaw is ready for community review. 

A Zoning Bylaw is a regulatory tool that translates policies from 

the Official Community Plan into regulations about how land can 

be used. 

 

Review the draft at engagecomoxvalley.ca/cumberland or pick up 

a copy at the Village Office and give your feedback. 

 

Virtual Open House  

Tuesday, October 7, 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 

p.m. 

Register at 

engagecomoxvalley.ca/cumberland 

 

In Person Open House 

Wednesday, October 8, 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Drop in at the Masonic Hall at 2687 Dunsmuir Avenue. 

 

Comment Online or Send an Email 

by October 31st  

engagecomoxvalley.ca/Cumberland   

planning@cumberland.ca 

WAYS TO 

PARTICIPATE 



www.jV`U`j]gWgbiU__ja.]U/]YW^j[_UVT

www.engagecomoxvalley.ca/Cumberland

O?cial Community Plan Review
A Vjh OZ]iU_ CgWWYVita P_UV (OCP) ^UsjT gV pY^_i] iVpYt hUs ^jjV

T[U\jT fg[ ]gWWYVita [jiijh. Thj OCP sjts gYt U _gV`-tj[W iisigV UVT

`gU_s, UVT iV]_YTjs pg_i]ijs tg `YiTj `[ghth UVT ]hUV`j iV thj ]gWWYVita

gij[ 10 ajU[s UVT ^jagVT, `YiTj_iVjs fg[ Tjij_gpWjVt, UVT U]XgVs fg[

]gWWYVita hj__-^jiV`.

Rjiijh thj T[U\ OCP Ut jV`U`j]gWgbiU__ja.]U/]YW^j[_UVT g[ pi]k Yp U ]gpa

Ut thj Vi__U`j OZ]j UVT `iij agY[ fjjT^U]k.

Virtual Open House

TYjsTUa, SjptjW^j[ 9, 6:30 p.W. tg 8:00 p.W.

Rj`istj[ Ut jV`U`j]gWgbiU__ja.]U/]YW^j[_UVT

In Person Open House

WjTVjsTUa, SjptjW^j[ 10, 3:00 p.W. tg 8:00 p.W.

D[gp iVtg thj MUsgVi] HU__ Ut 2687 DYVsWYi[ AijVYj.

Comment Online or Send an Email

^a SjptjW^j[ 29th

jV`U`j]gWgbiU__ja.]U/CYW^j[_UVT

p_UVViV`@]YW^j[_UVT.]U

WAYS TO PARTICIPATE



www.^YcXc^TfZfeWXhh^d.TX/TgZU^RhXYa

www.engagecomoxvalley.ca/Cumberland

Zoning Bylaw Update

Th^ VihhXc^ is gpaX[Yc its ZfYiYc BdhXV tf Z^^t th^ Y^^as ff fgR cRfViYc

TfZZgYitd. A aRX\ UdhXV is R^Xad ffR TfZZgYitd R^Wi^V. A ZfYiYc BdhXV is X

R^cghXtfRd tffh thXt tRXYshXt^s pfhiTi^s fRfZ th^ OSTiXh CfZZgYitd PhXY iYtf

R^cghX[fYs XUfgt hfV hXYa TXY U^ gs^a.

R^Wi^V th^ aRX\ OCP Xt ^YcXc^TfZfeWXhh^d.TX/TgZU^RhXYa fR piTk gp X Tfpd

Xt th^ VihhXc^ OST^ XYa ciW^ dfgR f^^aUXTk.

Virtual Open House

Tg^saXd, OTtfU^R 7, 6:30 p.Z. tf 8:00 p.Z.

R^cist^R Xt ^YcXc^TfZfeWXhh^d.TX/TgZU^RhXYa

In Person Open House

W^aY^saXd, OTtfU^R 8, 4:30 p.Z. tf 7:30 p.Z.

DRfp iYtf th^ MXsfYiT HXhh Xt 2687 DgYsZgiR AW^Yg^

Comment Online or Send an Email

Ud OTtfU^R 31st

^YcXc^TfZfeWXhh^d.TX/CgZU^RhXYa

phXYYiYc@TgZU^RhXYa.TX

WAYS TO PARTICIPATE



Cemetery Clean Upa

Village News
Want to stay up to date with Village News as it happens? 

Join our newsletter! Look at the bottom left of cumberland.ca to sign up. 

Council Corner

THE VILLAGE OF CUMBERLAND

July 14 at 5:30 pm
July 28 at 3:00 pm and 5:30 pm

Summer Council Meeting Dates 

Council is grateful the community’s input and can be contacted
regularly through info@cumberland.ca

Meeting agendas are available at cumberland.ca on the Friday
before the meeting. All meetings are held in the Cultural Centre
at 2674 Dunsmuir Avenue and can be watched live on YouTube.

Lake Park Webcam
Are you heading to the lake? Check the parking lot and boat
launch cam before you go! 
cumberlandlakepark.ca/parking-lot-cam/ 

Read the New Draft Official Community Plan 
The draft Official Community Plan (OCP) will be available
online in August for review. Watch for an in-person
engagement in early fall. Check out engagecomoxvalley.ca/
cumberland to learn more and sign up for notifications.

Recreation Centre Summer Hours
Summer hours at the Cumberland Recreation Centre are
from June 2 to September 2;

Monday to Thursday - 7:00am – 9:00pm
Friday 7:00am – 4:30pm
Saturday, Sunday & holidays - Closed

Council is considering a new Amenity Cost Charges program
and bylaw to collect fees from new development to help
pay for future recreation and daycare facilities. 

Temporary Gymnasium Closure
The gymnasium at the Cumberland Recreation Centre will
be temporarily closed for three weeks starting July 8, for
some important facility improvements. All other facilities
and amenities, including the fitness studio, squash courts,
Cultural Centre and commercial kitchen, will remain open.
If this closure affects your registered program, you will
receive an email informing you of any changes.

Join the Advisory Planning Commission (APC) 
Help shape how Cumberland grows and develops! The APC
reviews Official Community Plan amendments, rezoning,
temporary use permits, and other complex development
applications, and makes recommendations to Village
Council. The APC may also be asked to comment on policy
about housing, land use, tree protection and other topics.
Find out more at the Village office and at
cumberland.ca/apc. Apply by July 27, 2025.

Cumberland Recreation Fall Registration
Registration for Fall recreation programs from September
to December starts Monday, August 11 at 7:00am. For more
information and how to register, visit:
cumberland.ca/recprograms/

Get Notified in an Emergency
Stay prepared and in the loop—sign up for local emergency
notifications and find more information about alert systems
at: comoxvalley.connectrocket.com/

An application to the BC Housing Community Housing Fund
for the Ḱwaxdzi’dzas affordable housing project on Second
Street is being prepared. The project would bring more
rental housing options to Cumberland, including up to 6
rental units for VIHA staff. The project will only proceed if
funded by BC Housing. 

The Village is seeking more funding from senior government
for the replacement of the dam at the No. 2 drinking water
reservoir. The dam must be replaced for seismic stability
and to mitigate watershed erosion concerns.

Zoning Bylaw Update

The Village is updating its Zoning Bylaw to meet the
needs of our growing community and align with the new
OCP under development. We invite community members
to follow along and participate in upcoming
engagements, which will begin this summer. Check out
engagecomoxvalley.ca/cumberland to learn more and
sign up for notifications.







Cemetery Clean Upa

Village News
Want to stay up to date with Village News as it happens? 

Join our newsletter! Look at the bottom left of cumberland.ca to sign up. 

Council Corner

September Council Meeting Dates 

Council is grateful for the community’s input and can
be contacted regularly through info@cumberland.ca.

Check meeting dates and times and view agendas at
cumberland.ca. Meetings are in the Cultural Centre at
2674 Dunsmuir and live on Youtube. 

THE VILLAGE OF CUMBERLAND

Municipal Tax Sale
Municipalities in BC must hold a public tax sale of
properties with outstanding 2023 taxes.  If held, the
Village sale will be on Monday, September 29 at 10
a.m. at the Cultural Centre at 2674 Dunsmuir.

For more information and a list of properties search
“tax sale” at cumberland.ca. Email inquiries to
finance.voc@cumberland.ca or call 250-336-2291.

Zoning Bylaw Update

Official Community Plan Review 
A new Official Community Plan (OCP) has been drafted
based on community input and you are invited to review
the draft online. Attend an upcoming event to learn more
and give feedback:

Sep 2 at 5:30 pm
Sep 15 at 3pm and 5:30 pm

You can also help by not laying hot tools or parking
vehicles in dry grass, and not riding off-road vehicles in
the forest during high or extreme fire hazard rating. 

Use a fire-proof container for cigarette butts, and only
use CSA approved BBQs and fire pits in fire proof
locations. 

Keep Bears Safe

Tuesday, October 7 at 6:30pm – 8:00pm: Virtual open
house (register on Engage Comox Valley)
Wednesday, October 8 at 4:30pm – 7:30pm: In-
person, drop-in open house at the Masonic Hall at
2687 Dunsmuir Avenue

This fall, Council is focused on advocating for
Cumberland at the annual UBCM convention. Priorities
include funding for infrastructure, support for local
economic development, watershed protection, and
policing. Council is also pushing for safety improvements
and active transportation options at the Highway 19
interchange.

End of Summer Fire Hazards

Water Restrictions
The Village is currently under Stage 2 Restrictions, and
may increase based on forecasts, water levels in our
reservoirs, and total consumption volumes. For tips on
conserving water and current water restrictions,
search “water restrictions” at cumberland.ca. To support regional recreation, Council joined the CVRD

Track and Field Service. Council has been reviewing the
Water System Master Plan and have updated the water
conservation bylaw to better manage drinking water.

Help prevent bears from finding local food sources:

Store your solid waste in a secure location until
collection day
Keep your BBQ clean
Collect fallen fruit 
Store your pet food indoors
Lock your outdoor freezers

Cumberland Fire Rescue relies on all of us to help protect
the community from wildfires. Report any smoke in the
forest immediately to 911 or *5555 on your cell.

School Zones
A friendly reminder that school resumes September 3,
2025. Please expect an increase in pedestrians and
cyclists and obey all 30km/hour school zones.

Road Maintenance
Watch for road maintenance works this fall, including hot
asphalt patching. Please use caution around work sites.

The Village is updating its Zoning Bylaw to meet the needs
of our growing community. A draft bylaw will be ready for
community members to review this month. 

Tuesday, September 9, 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm: Virtual open
house (register on Engage Comox Valley)
Wednesday, September 10, 3:00 pm – 8:00 pm: In-
person, drop-in open house at the Masonic Hall, 
2687 Dunsmuir Avenue.

The Village’s updated Liquid Waste Management plan
has been submitted to the Province. Work continues to
separate sewer and storm systems that will  reduce
contaminants, while helping protect the environment
and lower treatment costs.

For updates, visit: engagecomoxvalley.ca/cumberland.

For updates, visit: engagecomoxvalley.ca/cumberland.

Search “fire” at cumberland.ca for latest updates.

Search “bears” at cumberland.ca for latest updates.

Attend one of two upcoming open houses to learn more
about the draft Zoning Bylaw:
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OVERVIEW
Zoning Bylaw Update
��� V������ �� ������� ��� ������ B����� � ������ B���� ��v���� ���� ��� b� ������� � ��� �� 
���������� ����� ��� ����������, ��mm������, ����������, ��� ����� ����� ������ ��� ��mm������

���� ������ �� ��������� �� ��� ��m� �m� �� ��� ������ ��mm����� ���� (���� ������� ��� ��� 
����m���� ��� �������� ������: ��� ��� ���� ��� ��������m v�����, �����, ��� �������� ���� ����� 
������ ��� ������ �� ��� ��mm������ ��� ������ B���� ���������� ���� �������� ���� ������b�� 
���������� ��� ��� ���� m�� b� ����� 

��� ���� ��� ��� ������ M���� ��� 
the Zoning Bylaw?
��� ��� ������ ����b������ � ��� ��b�� 
�������m��� B������� ��� ��mb������ ���� �� 
�������� �� ��� ��� ������ B���� ���� �� ��b�� 
�������m��� b������� �� � �������� ���� ���� �� 
����, �� � ���� �� � m��, ����� � ��mm����� ����� 
�� ����������� ������ ��v����m���� 

��� ������� �� ��mb�������� ��� ��b�� 
�������m��� b������� �� ��:

� ������� ���������� ������, ��������� ��M�� ����� 
� ������ ��b�� ������ 
� M������� �����b����� �� ��� ��mm����� 
� ������ ���������� ������ ��� V������; ���
� ������ �������������� m���������� ��� 
�������m��� ������

���������� �b��� ���� b������� ���� b� ����������� �� 
���� �� ��� ��� ������ �������Why Update the Zoning Bylaw?

��� V�������� ������� ������ B���� ��� ���� ������� �� 201�� �� ������ �� ������ ��:

� ����� ��� ������ B���� ���� ��� ������ ���� ��� ����������� �������� �� ��� ��� ���
� M�������� ��� ��m����� ���������� �� ���� ��� �����, ����������, ��� ������ �� ���������� 
� ������� �� ��� ���v������ ��q����m����
� ������ ��� ����� ���� ��� ��������� �� ��� ��mm�����

What is a Zoning Bylaw?
� ������ B���� �m���m���� � ��mm������� ��� b� ��������� ��� ��� �� ����, b��������, ��� ����� 
����������� �� ��v���� ���� ���� �������� �����, ������ �����, ���� ��v� ������� ����� �������� ��� ��� 
����� �� ���� ���� ���m���� �� ��� ����� ������� ���� ���������� ������� ����������, m�x������, 
����������, ��� ��b��� ����, �m��� ������� ������ b����� �������� ��v���� ���m� ���������:

•  ��� �� ����, b��������, ��� ����� ����������
•  �������, �� ��� ��mb�� �� ��m�� ���� ��� b� b���� �� � ���
•  M���m�m ��� m�x�m�m ��� �����
•  ������ �� b�������� ��� ����������, ��� ����� �������� ���m �������� �����
•  ������� ��q����m����
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REVIEW PROCESS

������ B���� ��v��� ������� ��� ��m�����

Stay in the Loop
• ����� b� ��� ������� ���� �� ���� ���������� ��  

��������m�xv����������������b�����������
• ��v��� ��� ���� ���� ������ B����
• ����� �� �� ���� �v��� ����������
• “F������ ��� ���� �� �����v� �������

V���� ��� ������� �����

We are here
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NEW PROVINCIAL REGULATIONS
�m��������� M�������� ������� (��M���
��� ���v������ ���������� ��q����� ���� ����� ��v���m���� �m��� ����� ������ 
b����� �� ���m�� �� �� 3� �� 4��������� ����� �� ���� ���v������ ���������� �� 
���������m��� �� �����x ��v����m���, ���v���� ����:

• � ������ �� ��� �� ��� ��mm����� �� ������ �� ��b�� �������m��� b������� 
��� ��� b� � �������� ������ �������� �� ����� ���, ���

• ��� ��mm������� ��������� �x����� 5,000�

�� ��mb�������� ��������� �� ���������� �� ������� 5,000 �� ��� ��x� ������ 
������, ��� V������ �� ����� ��M�� �� ���� ������ B���� ������ �� ���� m��� 
��� ������� ������ ���� ���� ������v��� m���� ��� ���v������ ��q����m��� ��� 
��M��� �� �� ����, ��� ���������� ����� ���� ��:

• �������� �� ����� ���� ����� ������� �� ���� �����; ���
• �x������ �� ����� ���� ����� ���v������ ���� ���������m��� �� �����x 

��v����m��� ��� ���m�����

���� �� ��M���
�m���������, m�������� ������� ������ �� 
���������������, �� �������� ��m�� ���� 
�� ���� �x����� �����b��������� ���� 
�������� ��������� ������, ����� ������, 
�����x��, ������x��, �������x��, �� �v�� 
m������ �m���, �������� ��������� �� � 
������ ���� 

��M�� ��m� �� b� m��� ������b�� ���� 
��������������� �������, �� b������� �� 
�x����� �����b�������� ������ ��� �� 
�x����� �������������� �� ���� ����� ���� 
����� �������� ��� ��m�� ��� �����b��, 
���� �������, ��� ����� �� ��mm����� 
�m������ ���� ������� ��� ������  

����mm������ ������� ����
��� V�������� 2024 ������� ����� ������ �������� ��� 5� ��� 20����� ������� 
���� ��� ��� ��mm������ ��� ������ B���� m��� ��m�������� ���� �������� 
����� ��� ����� �� ����mm����� ���� ����� 

��� ������� ������ B���� ��m� �� m��� ��mb�������� ������� ���� ������� 
��� ����� ���������� ��� M�x������ �����, ����� ���m�� ��������� ������� �� 
��� ���m �� �m���������, m�������� ������� ��� m�x������ ��v����m����  

�� ���� �� ���� ��������� ������ ��� ��m��� 
��� �������� ��mb������ ���� ���� �� ���m�����

1�3�0  
����� b� 2041

Cumberland Housing Needs Report, 2024
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������ ��� 

������� B���� F��m�� 
��� ��� ���m�� ���� �m���v� ��� B������ �v����� ���� �� ��� b� ��������m��� ������ ���������� ���� ��b��� ��� �������� ������������ ���������� 
b� ���� ��������� �� ���� �������� ��������v� �������� ���� ����� ����� �� ������ ����� ������� ���� ���� �� ��� B����, ��� ��� �������� ���������� 
���� � ������ ���m, ��� q������ ������ ������ �� ����� �����������  

Current Format Proposed Format Proposed Zone FormatCurrent Zone Format

• ����� ���� ��m���� ���m���� ���� ��� ��v����m��� 
���������� ��v� b��� ������������ �� m���m��� 
�������������

• ������������ ���������� ��� ��������� b� ���� ��������, 
m����� �� ������ �� ��m���� ��� ���������� m�� ����� ��� 
��m���� ������ 

• ���������� ��� ��� ��������� �� ��b���, m����� �� ������ �� 
��� ��� ���������� ���� ��� ��� � ��������� ��������� 
m���� ������ 

• ����� ������ �� b��� ��������� ���m� ���� ��� ������ ������ 
��� ��������� ������ �� ��� ������ B�����

• �������� �� � ������ ���m ���� �������� ������� �� ��� �������� 
������ ��� B�����  

���m����������m�����
�������������������������

Example of New Format 
��������������
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MIXED USE & PUBLIC USE ZONES 

M�x������ ����� ��� ��� 
��������� ���� ����� ��� ���� 
�������� �� ������� ���� ����� �� 
��mm������ ���� �� ����������� 
��� ��mb�������� �x����� 
����������

� ��� ��v�� ���� (���2� ���� ��� b��� 
������� �� ���� ����� �x����� ����������� 
���� ���, �� ���� b�, ������� ���������� 
��mb�������  ���� ���� ������� �� v�����, 
V������������ �����

��v�� ���� ��� ��b��� ������ 
��� ��� ����������� b� ����� 
��b��� ��� �����: 

��� ������� M�x������ ���������� (M��1� ���� ��� � 
��� ��m�: ��� ���� V����� ������� M�x������ (M��3� 

��� ������� V������ ���� M�x������ (V�M��1�  
���� ��� � ��� ��m�: ��� �������� V������ 
��mm������ ���� (M��1� ����� 

� ��� �����b������� M�x������ (M��2� ���� ��� b��� 
������� �� ������� � m��� ������� ��������� b������ ��� 
V������ ���� ��� ����������� ���������� ������ ���� ���� 
���������� b��� �����v� ����� �� �x����� ���������� �� 
���� �� ��� m�x�� �������������mm������ ��v����m���� 

��b��� ���� ���� ��v� ������� �������� �� �m���� 
�����b������ ���������, ���� �� ������� �� �m������� 
��� �������v� ���v����, ��� ��� �������� �� � �������� 
������ ��� ���v���� (���3� �����  

� ��� ����� ��� ���� ����� (���1� ���� 
���������� ����� ������ ��� V������ ��� 
�����m���� ������� ��������� �����
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��������� ����� � ����������� �����

���� ��������� ��mm������� ��� �����������
���� ���� ��v� b��� ��������� ���� � 
��� �������� ����� �������� �� ����� 
���� ��� V�������� ��������m v����� ��� ��� 
�m����m��� ������ 

� ��� �������� (��2� ���� �������� 
�x����� ������m���� ���������� ������ 
���� ���� �� �������� �� ��������� ��� 
������v� ����� (m����� ������� ������� �� 
��� ��b�� �������m��� B�������� ����� 
��� V������ ����� ���� ������ ���������� 
��v����m��� �� ������ 

�x����� ����� ����� ��v� b��� 
������������ �� b���� ������ 
�x����� ��� ������� ������ �����

��� �V���� �x����� ����� �������� 
�� �������� ����� ��� ��v���� 
������ ���������� (��3� �����

� ��� ���v��� �������� (��1� ����, ����� 
������ � ����� �� ���v��� ��mm������ 
��� �����m���� ���������� ����, ��� b��� 
������� �� ���� b��� ������ ��� ������� �� 
��� ��b�� �������m��� B������� ����� 
������������v�, ‘������ ���������� ���� ��� 
���������� ���� ���� ���� ������ ���� ��� 
���v��� ��mm������ ���� ��� ���������� 
�� ��� �������� ���� 

The ����������� ����� ��v� b��� ��� 
������� ���������, ��� ��� ������ �������� 
��� ��� ����������� ����� ���� ��� 
���������� �� ��� �������� ���� 

The ��������� ��� ������m (���
���� b������� �� ������� �� 
������ ��� ���� �� � ������ �� ��� 
�V��, b�� ��� ���������� ��m��� 
����������
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������ ���
������������� �� ��m� ��������� ���������� 
��m� ��������� ���������� ��� ��� ��������� ���� ���������� �� ������ ��� �������� ��m� ���������� 
m�� b� �����b�� �� �������� ������ ���������� ��� V������ (����, � ��m� ���� �� �� �����m��� v����� � 
����������� �������� �� � �����, ����� ����� ��� ��v���� ���������� ��� �������� �� ��v� m��� ��x�b����� �� 
��m� ��������� ����, ����� ���� ���������� ��q����m���� ���� ��:

� ��� �m���� �� ����� �������� b� ��� ��m� ��������� (v�� ���� ���� ������������ 
� ��mb�� �� ��q����� ������� ������ 
� ��mb�� �� ������������ �m������� ���m����
� ��mb�� �� ���m���� v������� �� ��� ��m� ���������

���� �� � ��m� ����������

� ��m� ��������� ������ �� � b������� ���� �� 
�������� ����� � ������ �� � �������� ���� �� 
��������� b�������, b� � �������� �� ��� ���m����� 
��m� ���������� ������� � ��v���� ����� 
�����m� ������� ������� ��v���� �m����� �� 
�����b������ ��������� (����, ��������� �� �����
�m������ �������������, ��m��b���� �������, 
������

��M� ���������� ������F������� �����������

M���� M���� ��m� ���������� ��� �������� �� b� �������� ������ ������ � �������� �����  
������� �� b������� ��������� ����� ��� b� �������b�� ���m ������� ��� ���������

�������� �������� ��m� ���������� ��� �������� �� b� �������� ������ � �������� ���� �� 
��������� b��������

M����

M���� ��m� ���������� ��� �������� �� b� �������� ������ � �������� ���� 
�� ��������� b�������� ��m� ���������� ����� ���� ������������ ��� ������ 
��������� ���� ���� ��� �m���� m��� �������, ������������ �m������� ���� ����� 
��m� ��������� ������������ ������

����mm������

B�� ��� B�������� B�� ��� B�������� ����mm������ ��m� ���������� ��� �������� �� b� �������� 
������ ������ � �������� �����

V������ ������
V������ ������ ����mm������ ��m� ���������� ��� �������� �� b� �������� 
������ � �������� ���� �� ��������� ����� �� ���������� ���� ���v������ ���������m 
������ �����������

���� �� � V������ �������

� v������ ������ ��  � ���m ��  ����mm������� �� 
�� ��x ������ m�� b� ������ �� ������ b�����m� �� 
� ����� ������� ������ � ��m�, �� � ������ ��m� 
�� ��� ���������  ������ �� � v������ ������ ��� 
��������� �b�� �� ������ ������� ��������� ��� ����� 
��v��� ������ ������ ��� v������ ������� 

���� �� � B�� ��� B���������

� b�� ��� b��������  �� � ���m �� ����mm������ 
���� ���� �� �� ��� b�����m� ������ � ���������� 
� m�x�m�m �� ���� ������ ��� b� ����mm�������
������ �� � b�� ��� b�������� ������ ��v� ������ 
�� ������� ���������, b�� m�� b� ���v���� b�������� 
b� ��� ����� 
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��v���� �������� �� �����������
���������� ������� �� ������������ ���v���� ��v� b��� b�������� ��� ��� ������� �� ��v������ ��� V�������� 
���� �������� ������ ���� ��������:

� ���m���� ��mm����� ������� �� ��� �����; 
� ���m���� ��b�� ����������� �� ��� ���������� ��� m�x������ ����� �� b���� ���������� �m��������� 

��� �������� �� ���������b���� ���m� �� �����������; ���
� ���������� ���� ��mm������������ ����������� ��� ������ ����������� ��� ���m���� �� ��� �������� 

������

���� �� ��b�� ������������

��b�� ����������� m���� ��� �m��������� 
������� �� �����, ��������� �� ���m 
��������, ��� ������� �� b��� �� ������� 
������ �� ��b�� �� ��b��b�� ��v����m���, 
��� �������� ��mm����� �������, 
�����������, ��� ���m ������� 

������ ���
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������ ���

��� ������������ ���������� ��� �m���m��b�� ������� ��q����m����
��� ������ B���� ��q����� ����������� ��� ��� ��v����m��� ���� �� m���m�m ��mb�� �� ����� ��� ��m�, � m���m�m ���� ���� m��� ��v� ��� ����������� (����, 
�������, ��� ����� ������� �� ������ ��� ���v���� ����� ��q����m���� ��v� b��� �x������ ���m �������� ���� �� ��������� �������� ����� ��:

� ������� ��� �������� ��� �������m��� �� ��� V�������� �x����� ���� ������;
� ����� ��� �m���� �� ����� ��v����m��� ������ �x����� �����b��������; ���
� �������� ��������� ��� �������� ������ b� �����m������ ��� ��v����m��� �� ��M�� b� �������� ��������� ��q����m���� ��������� ��������� ������� � 

��v����m��� ���m�� �� ��� B������� ���m�� ������� ��� ��� ���������� ��v����m��� ��m������� ���� �������� ����� �� �����

����� ���������� ���������� �� ���������, ������, ��� ��������� ����� ��v� ���� b��� �������� �� ������ ���� ����m���b�� ����� ���� ��� ������������� ��������� 
�� ����������� ����� ������ �� ����� b����� ���� �� ������ �� ������ �� ����, �m���m��b�� ������� m�x�m�m� ��v� b��� ���������� �� ������� ������� �������� 
��� ������ ������� �������
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��v������ �� ������� ��� ������� ��q����m����
�x����� ������� ��� ������� ��q����m���� ��v� b��� ��m������ �� m��� ���m ������ �� ���������� ��� �m���m���� ������� �������: 

� ����b������� ����� ������� ��� ������� ��q����m���� ��� ���m���� ���;
� ������� ������� ������� ��q����m���� ��� ��� V������ ����
� �������� ������� m���m�m� ��� m�x�m�m� ������ ��� ���m���� ����, ����������� ��� �������������� ���� �� ��� V������ ����;
� ���������� ���������� ��� ������������ ������� ��� ������� ����� (����, m��������� b����������� ������� ���������, �������� v������ ��� �������� ������� 

��q����m����, ��� �x������ �������� v������ ������� ��q����m���� �� b���� ������ ������� ��m����; ���
� ����������� ������� ��q����m���� ��� ������ ��� ��������m b������ ������� ��� ���������� ����������� ����������
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Welcome!

ZONING BYLAW UPDATE VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE 

• Introductions – please say your name, organization, topic(s) of interest
• Type questions into the chat

o Clarifying questions during the presentation
o All other questions and/or comments at the end

• The presentation portion of this virtual event is recorded!

Village of Cumberland Zoning Bylaw Update Village of Cumberland Zoning Bylaw Update
12

VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE – Project Timeline

• Swing by the project page to stay up-to-date at 
engagecomoxvalley.ca/zoning-bylaw-update

• Review the full draft Zoning Bylaw
• Catch up on past event highlights
• “Follow” the page to receive updates

Stay in the Loop!
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VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE – Project Overview 

Village of Cumberland Zoning Bylaw Update

What is a Zoning Bylaw? 
• A Zoning Bylaw is a regulatory tool that 

translates policies from a community’s Official 
Community Plan (OCP) into regulations which 
govern how land can be used
• Zoning Bylaws are typically comprised of two 

parts:
o Zoning Map
o Regulations
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VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE – Project Overview 

Village of Cumberland Zoning Bylaw Update

What Does a Zoning Bylaw Regulate? 

Landscaping

Lot SizePermitted Uses Siting of Buildings 
and Structures

Off-Street 
Parking & 
Loading

Height and 
Density 
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VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE – Project Overview 

Village of Cumberland Zoning Bylaw Update

Why Update the Zoning Bylaw? 
The Village’s current Zoning Bylaw was first adopted in 2016. An update is needed to:

o Align the Zoning Bylaw with the future land use designations proposed in the new OCP
o Modernize and simplify regulations so they are clear, consistent, and easier to 

understand
o Respond to new provincial requirements
o Reflect the known land use priorities of the community

12

VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE – Project Overview 

Village of Cumberland Zoning Bylaw Update

Why Update the Zoning Bylaw? 
This update is happening at the same time as the Official Community Plan (OCP) review, which 
sets the long-term vision, goals, and policies that guide growth and change in the community. 
The Zoning Bylaw translates that direction into actionable regulations for how land may be 
used. 

Why does the OCP Review Matter for the Zoning Bylaw?
The OCP Review established a new Urban Containment Boundary (UCB), which applies to the new 
Zoning Bylaw. The purpose of Cumberland’s new urban containment boundary is to:
• Contain residential growth, including SSMUH infill
• Reduce urban sprawl
• Maintain walkability of the community
• Retain greenspace around the Village; and
• Reduce infrastructure maintenance and replacement costs.

Discussion about the UCB will be, and has been, facilitated as part of the OCP update process.

1 2

3 4
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VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE – New Provincial Legislation

Village of Cumberland Zoning Bylaw Update

Accommodating Housing Need
The Village’s 2024 Housing Needs report projects the 5- and 20-year housing need for the 
community. The Zoning Bylaw must demonstrate that sufficient lands are zoned to 
accommodate that need.

The updated Zoning Bylaw aims to meet Cumberland’s housing need through new Infill
Residential and Mixed-Use zones, which permit additional housing in the form of small-scale,
multi-unit housing and mixed-use development.

To keep up with population growth and demand 
for housing, Cumberland will need an estimated:

1,350
units by 2041

Cumberland Housing Needs Report, 2024
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VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE – New Provincial Legislation

Village of Cumberland Zoning Bylaw Update

Small-Scale Multi-Unit Housing (SSMUH)
New provincial legislation requires that local governments amend their zoning bylaws to
permit up to 3- or 4-dwelling units on lots previously restricted to single-family or duplex
development, provided that:

o a portion or all of the community is within an urban containment boundary set out
by a regional growth strategy or local OCP; and

o the community’s population exceeds 5,000.

In anticipation of the community’s population exceeding 5,000 in the next Census, the Village 
is using SSMUH in this Zoning Bylaw Update to help meet its housing needs. This also
proactively meets the provincial requirement for SSMUH.

12

VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE – New Provincial Legislation

Village of Cumberland Zoning Bylaw Update

What is SSMUH?
Small-scale, multi-unit housing refers to ground-oriented, or low-rise homes that fit into 
existing neighbourhoods. This includes secondary suites, coach houses, duplexes, triplexes, 
fourplexes, or even multiple small, detached dwellings on a single lot. 
SSMUH aims to be more affordable than single-detached housing, as building in existing 
neighbourhoods allows use of existing infrastructure to keep costs down while ensuring new 
homes are walkable, near transit, and close to community amenities like schools and shops.

Village of Cumberland Zoning Bylaw Update
12

Bylaw Format

VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE – What’s New

Current Format Proposed Format

Example of Formatting Change to the Regulations:

•Regulations are now presented in tables, making it easier to find and understand when
and how a particular regulation might apply.

•Words written in blue represent terms that are defined within the Definitions section of
the Zoning Bylaw.

o Clicking on a defined term will redirect readers to its definition within the Bylaw.

Village of Cumberland Zoning Bylaw Update
12

Bylaw Format

VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE – What’s New

Current Zone Format Proposed Zone Format

Example of Formatting Change to the Regulations:

•Zones with similar permitted uses and development regulations have been
consolidated to minimize redundancies.

•Zone-specific regulations are organized by zone category, making it easier to compare
how regulations may differ for similar zones.

RESTRICTED ZONE: any zone where the permitted residential use 
is limited to single-family dwellings or duplexes* (but doesn’t 
include manufactured homes), and is:
• Smaller than 4,050 m2;
• Serviced by both community water and sewer systems; and
• Located within an Urban Containment Boundary

*This includes single-family dwellingswith a suite

The new West Dunsmuir Residential (R-2) zone, which 
still allows for up to three housing units per lot, has been 
applied to restricted zones where there are known sewer 
infrastructure issues. The Village intends to rezone these 
lots to the new Infill Residential (R-1) zone once the 
necessary sewer upgrades have been completed.

The West Dunsmuir Residential (R-2) zone also 
introduces a reduced minimum front setback of
0-metres and a new maximum front setback of 2-metres 
for lots along Camp Road to encourage preservation of 
the street’s existing heritage character.

Existing multi-unit zones have been 
consolidated to reduce redundancies 
and help streamline future multi-unit 
development.

The existing Rental Tenure (now the R-RTMU) zone 
has been kept separate from other multi-unit zones to 
promote future rental-only multi-unit development.

The new Infill Residential (R-1) zone implements SSMUH on all applicable 
restricted zones, which includes lots in existing residential zones where only 
single-family homes (with or without suites) or duplexes are permitted.

This new zone allows for up to four housing units per lot instead of only three in  
the former R1-A zone, and four instead of two in the former R1 and R2 zones.

An updated Large Lot Residential (R-3) zone has been applied 
to all low-density residential lots that do not achieve the 
criteria of a restricted zone. This zone allows for up to two
or three housing units, depending on the size of the lot and 
whether it is serviced by community water and sewer systems.

The Manufactured Home Park (R-MHP) zone has been left 
unchanged.

Village of Cumberland Zoning Bylaw Update

VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE – Residential Zones
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Mixed-Use zones are now 
separated into their own zone 
category to clarify what scale of 
commercial uses is appropriate 
for Cumberland’s existing 
character.

A new Civic Uses (PU-2) zone has been 
created to show where existing institutional 
uses are, or will be, located throughout 
Cumberland. This also applies to vacant, 
Village-owned land.

Civic uses and public spaces 
are now represented by three 
Public Use zones:

The current Mixed-Use Residential (MU-1) zone has a 
new name: the Coal Valley Estates Mixed-Use (MU-3)

The current Village Core Mixed-Use (VCMU-1) 
zone has a new name: the Historic Village 
Commercial Core (MU-1) zone.

A new Neighbourhood Mixed-Use (MU-2) zone has been 
created to support a more gradual transition between the 
Village Core and surrounding residential areas. This zone 
encourages both adaptive reuse of existing residences as 
well as new mixed residential-commercial development.

Public uses that have greater potential to impact 
neighbouring properties, such as utilities or emergency 
and protective services, are now captured in a separate 
Utility and Services (PU-3) zone.

A new Parks and Open Space (PU-1) zone 
designates areas around the Village for 
low-impact outdoor recreation uses.

Village of Cumberland Zoning Bylaw Update

VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE – Mixed-Use and Public Use Zones

High intensity commercial- and industrial-
type uses have been separated into a
new Industry Zones category to align
with the Village’s long-term vision for its 
employment lands.

A new Industry (I-2) zone replaces 
existing high-impact industrial zones.
This zone is intended to designate and 
preserve areas (mostly located outside of
the Urban Containment Boundary) where 
the Village would like future industrial 
development to occur.

Existing Rural Zones have been 
consolidated to better reflect 
existing and desired future uses.

The CVRD’s existing waste facility 
is captured under the revised 
Refuse Industrial (I-3) zone.

A new Service Industry (I-1) zone, which 
allows a range of service commercial
and low-impact industrial uses, has been
applied to lots both within and outside of 
the Urban Containment Boundary where 
less-intensive, ‘light’ industrial uses are 
occurring. This zone also aligns with the 
Service Commercial Land Use Designation 
in the proposed OCP.

The Interchange zones have been left 
largely unchanged, per the policy direction 
for the Interchange Lands Land Use 
Designation in the proposed OCP.

The Recreation and Tourism (RT) 
zone boundary is updated to 
reflect the sale of a portion to the 
CVRD, but its regulations remain 
unchanged.

VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE – Industry, Rural, Interchange Zones

Village of Cumberland Zoning Bylaw Update
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VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE – What’s New

Village of Cumberland Zoning Bylaw Update

Revised Approach to Agriculture
Regulations related to agricultural activities have been broadened for 
the purpose of advancing the Village’s food security goals. This includes:

o Permitting community gardens in all zones;
o Permitting urban agriculture in all residential and mixed-use 

zones to better facilitate small-scale and non-soil or non-land-
based forms of agriculture; and

o Clarifying that commercial-scale greenhouses and             
rooftop hydroponics are permitted in all industry zones.
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VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE – What’s New

Village of Cumberland Zoning Bylaw Update

Restructuring of Home Occupation Regulations
Home occupation regulations are now separated into categories to reflect how different
home occupations may be suitable in different places throughout the Village, give more 
flexibility to home occupation uses, and clarify requirements such as:

o The amount of space occupied by the home occupation (via floor area restrictions)
o Number of required parking spaces
o Number of non-resident employees permitted
o Number of permitted visitors to the home occupation

What is a Home Occupation?
A home occupation refers to a business that is operated using a portion of a dwelling unit or 
accessory building, by a resident of the premises. Home occupations support a diverse local 
economy without causing adverse impacts to neighbouring properties (e.g., freelance or self-
employed professionals, home-based daycare, etc.).

12

VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE – What’s New

Village of Cumberland Zoning Bylaw Update

Restructuring of Home Occupation Regulations

DESCRIPTIONHOME OCCUPATION
CLASSIFICATION

Minor home occupations are intended to be operated solely within a dwelling unit. Aspects
of business operations shall not be detectable from outside the property.

Minor

Standard home occupations are intended to be operated within a dwelling unit or accessory
building.

Standard

Major home occupations are intended to be operated within a dwelling unit or
accessory building. Home occupations under this classification can occupy
additional floor area and employ more on-site, non-resident employees than other home
occupation classification types.

Major

Bed and Breakfast Accommodation home occupations are intended to be operated solely
within a dwelling unit.

Bed and Breakfast

Accommodation
Vacation Rental Accommodation home occupations are intended to be operated within a
dwelling unit or secondary suite in accordance with provincial short-term rental regulations.Vacation Rental

12

VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE – What’s New

Village of Cumberland Zoning Bylaw Update

Landscaping, Screening, and Impermeable Surfaces
New landscaping requirements such as a minimum number of trees per home, a minimum 
area that must have soft landscaping (i.e., plants), and solid fencing or hedges for privacy 
have been added to:
o Support the retention and enhancement of the Village’s existing tree canopy;
o Soften the impact of infill development within existing neighbourhoods; and
o Increase certainty for property owners by streamlining the development of SSMUH by 

offloading landscape requirements typically triggered through a Development Permit 
to the Building Permit process for new residential development comprising four 
dwelling units or less.

13 14
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VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE – What’s New

Village of Cumberland Zoning Bylaw Update

Landscaping, Screening, and Impermeable Surfaces
Existing regulations pertaining to screening, fences, and retaining walls have also been 
clarified to ensure that incompatible lands uses are appropriately separated or transitioned 
using fences or other buffers such as hedges or trees. As well, impermeable surface 
maximums have been introduced to support on-site drainage and reduce surface run-off.
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VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE – What’s New

Village of Cumberland Zoning Bylaw Update

Parking & Loading
Existing parking and loading requirements have been simplified to make them easier to 
understand and implement. Updates include:

o Establishing clear parking and loading requirements per permitted use;
o Creating distinct parking requirements for the Village Core
o Reducing parking minimums and maximums across all permitted uses, particularly 

for non-residential uses in the Village Core;
o Clarifying regulations for user-specific parking and loading types (e.g., modernized 

barrier-free parking standards, clarified visitor and courtesy parking requirements, 
and expanded electric vehicle parking requirements to better reflect current 
demand); and

o Introducing distinct requirements for short- and long-term bicycle parking and 
associated end-of-trip facilities.
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